
THE WAIT IS OVER 


Apple takes the wraps 
off its best laptop yet 












fashionable protection cases 


Seasons Greeting from zCover 




zPrint Program Shortcut Key 


for Apple Remote 


[ 




Other zCOVer products Please visit www.zcover.com for detail on additional products 













































for iPod nano NEW 
2nd Generation 


for iPod new shuffle NEW 


for iPod 5G 
30/60/80GB NEW 


Dress it. Express yourself. 


A Leading Producer of Silicone Protectors 

Trend-setting Fashionable Cases, Excellent Protection & Fit 

Extraordinary Durability 

Functionality with Elegance, Technology with inspiration 
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Order online at www.zCover.com get 

FREE Shipping 


zCover is a pioneer and trend-setter in the fashionable silicone products market. 

zCover products are available at Apple retail store in Europe. Best Buy Canada, J&R and other electronic stores. 
zCover is presently seeking partnerships with resellers to distribute zCover products worldwide. 

For more information please visit the company’s web site www.zCover.com 






















































Your local AppleCentre 

The centre of the Apple Universe! 


Images for illustrative purposes only. E&OE 


AppleCentre 


Find your local AppleCentre at 

www.applecentrestore.com.au 




















































ACT 

AppleCentre Canberra City, Cnr Barry Drive & North Road, 02 6257 0808 
AppleCentre Fyshwick, 178 Gladstone Street, 02 6280 0808 

NSW 

AppleCentre Balmain, 252 Darling Street, 02 9555 5200 

AppleCentre Baulkham Hills, Shop 5,350 Windsor Road, 02 9688 6066 

AppleCentre Broadway, Cnr Glebe Point Rd & Broadway, Glebe, 02 8586 1111 

AppleCentre Burwood, 41 Burwood Road, 02 8741 0700 

AppleCentre Central Coast, 1/188 The Entrance Road, Erina, 02 4367 0838 

AppleCentre Chatswood, 393 Victoria Avenue, 02 8440 6888 

AppleCentre Coffs Harbour, 160a Pacific Highway, 02 6651 5655 

AppleCentre Hurstville, Shop 4,124 Forest Road, 02 9570 5411 

AppleCentre Lismore, 57-59 Molesworth Street, 02 6622 8282 

AppleCentre Newcastle, 38 Beaumont Street, 02 4965 3500 

AppleCentre North Sydney, 222 Pacific Highway, 02 9951 7979 

AppleCentre North Sydney Arthur St, Ground Floor, 146 Arthur Street, 02 9955 4422 

AppleCentre Pitt Street, 175 Pitt Street, 02 9222 9211 

AppleCentre Pymble, 10/859 Pacific Highway, 02 9144 4866 

AppleCentre Sydney CBD, 66 Clarence Street, Sydney, 02 9367 8585 

AppleCentre Taylor Square, 11-21 Flinders St, Taylor Square, 02 9332 8500 

AppleCentre Wagga Wagga, 128 Baylis Street, 02 6971 7141 

AppleCentre Warringah Mall, Shop 130, Warringah Mall, Old Pittwater Rd, 02 9938 9111 
AppleCentre Wollongong, Cnr Crown and Kembla Streets, 02 4228 4999 



QLD 

AppleCentre Brisbane CBD, 260 Adelaide Street, 07 3220 0400 
AppleCentre New Farm, 34 James Street, 07 3852 1666 
AppleCentre Rockhampton, 90 Musgrave Street, 07 4927 0847 
AppleCentre Surfers Paradise, Shop 7, Cnr Ashmore & Upton St, 07 5504 1000 

SA 

AppleCentre Adelaide, 162 Gouger Street, 08 8212 6445 

AppleCentre CBD Adelaide, Shop G7a Bundle Mall Plaza, Cnr Bundle Mall & Gawler Place, 08 8410 8585 
AppleCentre Glenunga, Shop 1,315 Glen Osmond Road, 08 8338 7444 
AppleCentre Norwood, Shop 5,177-193 The Parade, 08 8333 0922 

TAS 

AppleCentre Hobart, 99 Liverpool Street (Corner of Criterion St), 03 6238 1000 

VIC 

AppleCentre Berwick, 22 Gloucester Avenue, 03 8768 4600 

AppleCentre Bourke Street, 169 Bourke Street, Melbourne, 03 9639 9444 

AppleCentre Chadstone, Chadstone Shopping Centre. Lower Level, 03 9568 8655 

AppleCentre Chapel Street, 409 Chapel Street, 03 9827 5011 

AppleCentre Elizabeth Street, 399 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne, 03 9329 3911 

AppleCentre Elsternwick, 327 Glenhuntly Road, 03 9530 0110 

AppleCentre Flinders Street, 172-192 Flinders Street, Melbourne, 03 9662 9666 

AppleCentre Geelong, 255 Moorabool Street, 03 5223 1550 

AppleCentre Ivanhoe, 71 Upper Heidelberg Road, 03 9497 4011 

AppleCentre Malvern, 1465 Malvern Road, 03 9824 8544 

AppleCentre Moonee Ponds, 1 Ruckle Street, 03 9372 8899 

AppleCentre Richmond, 42 Bridge Road, 03 9429 5002 

AppleCentre South Melbourne, 64 Clarendon Street, 03 9684 3600 

AppleCentre Whitehorse, 546 Whitehorse Road, Mont Albert, 03 9898 9344 

WA 

AppleCentre Albany, Shop 6,69 Lockyer Avenue, 08 9842 9660 

AppleCentre Nedlands, 104 Stirling Highway, 08 9389 0400 

AppleCentre Joondalup, 10/7 Delage Street, 08 9301 5333 

AppleCentre Mount Hawthorn, Shop 5,148 Scarborough Beach Rd, 08 9444 9988 

AppleCentre Perth, Shop 45, Carillon City Arcade 207 Murray Street, 08 9324 3455 

m AppleCentre 



























We have all the Solutions 


With over 30,000 different products to help you create & produce 



Apple Mac Computei's 

Apple iMacs now come standard with the new 
super fast Intel Core 2 Duo processors. You 
can run Windows software at native speeds 
with the Bootcamp or Parrallels options. 
Software includes Mac OSX 10.x, iMovie HD, 
iPhoto, iDVD, GarageBand, iWeb, iHines, 3D 
Games, Front Row, PhotoBooth & more! 

17” 1.83GHz Intel 512/l60GB$1530 
24 X Combo, GMA950 graphics 

17” 2GHz Intel IGB/I 6 OGB ....$1830 
8 X DL S/Drive, Airport & Bluetooth 

20” 2 . 16 GHz Intel 1GB/250GB..$2275 
8 X DL S/Drive, Airport & Bluetooth 

24” 2 . 16 GHz Intel lGB/250GB..$2965 
8 X DL S/Drive, Airport & Bluetooth 

Add Bootcamp & Windows XP ..$295 



Apple Laptop Computers 

All Apple Laptops now come with Intel Core 2 
Duo Processors and lots of bundled software! 

13.3” MacBook 1.83GHz.$1725 

Intel 512 / 6 OGB, Combo Drive-White 

13.3” MacBook 2GHz.$2075 

Intel 1GB/80GB, SuperDrive - White 

13.3” MacBook 2GHz.$2375 

Intel 1GB/120GB, SuperDrive - Black 

15.4” MacBook Pro 2.l6GHz .$3175 
Intel 1GB Ram/120GB, DL SuperDrive 

15.4” MacBook Pro 2.33GHz .$3950 
Intel 2GB Ram/120GB, DL SuperDrive 

17” MacBook Pro 2.33GHz ...$4350 
Intel 2GB Ram/l60GB, DL SuperDrive 


/ 



Fuji Xerox Printers 


Thinking Printing 


NEW MacPro Workstations 

The new Mac Pro is Apple’s workhorse 
computer for commercial and professional 
users. Powered by Quad Core Intel Xeon 
processors at speeds of 2.0,2.66, or 3Gz. 
Internal hard drive storage of up to 2TB. 

Quad 2Ghz Intel IGB/I 6 OGB ..$3350 
16 X DL S/Drive, GeForce 7300 GT 

Quad 2.66Ghz Intel 1GB/250GB.$3950 
16 X DL S/Drive, GeForce 7300 GT 

Quad 3Ghz Intel 1GB/250GB ..$5250 
16 X DL S/Drive, GeForce 7300 GT 

Apple 20” Cinema Display.$1145 

Widescreen. Native I 68 O x 1050 resolution. 

Apple 23” Cinema Display.$1595 

Widescreen. Native 1920 x 1200 resolution. 

Apple 30” Cinema Display.$3190 

Widescreen. Native 2560 x I 6 OO resolution. 


Apple Premium Xi’aid Storage 

Apple’s Xserve RAID offers massive storage 
capacity with superior high speed high 
reliability using dual independent 2Gb Fibn 
Channels to transfer terabytes of data at up 
400MB/S fast enough for demanding 
applications including HD video editing. 
}&erve RAID keeps running with redundant 
load-sharing power supplies and cooling 
modules that can be serviced without tools ( 
downtime. True enterprise class storage. 

Xserve RAID 3.5TB.$1348 

Fibre Channel 7 x 500GB drives 

Xserve RAID 7TB.$2l4S 

Fibre Channel 14 x 500GB drives 

Apple Xserve: Quad Core Intel 

Apple Xseiwe 2GHz 1GB/80GB.$495 

Quad Core Intel Xeon ‘Woodcrest’ Pro( 



Apple Softwai’e Packages 


MacOSXvlO. 4.6 “Tiger”.$175 

iLife06.$109 

iWork06.$109 

.Mac Membership -1 Year.$130 

Final Cut Studio 5.1.$1829 

Final Cut Express 3.5.$415 

Remote Desktop 3 (10 User)....$389 
Remote Desktop 3 (Unlimited).$679 

Aperture 1.1.$429 

Logic Pro 7.2.$1339 

Logic Express 7.2.$469 


gaaigfomm&BJSsD 

(02) 9280 2333 vvwvv.powermedia.com.au 


Xerox - Colour Laser Printers 

Xerox DocuPrint C4350 A3....$6200 
A4/A3, 256MB, 35ppm colour 45ppm B&W, 
Adobe PS3,12 month Onsite Warranty. 
100BaseT E/net. 

Xerox Phaser 7760DN A3-i-.$9900 

Best Value for larger Runs. A4/A3^. Prints 
on plain/glossy paper/card. Paper Calibr’n 
feature. Prints 35 ppm colour, 45 ppm 
B&W, FREE 3 YR Onsite Warrtv^ and Extra 
Set of toners offer. 100BaseT 

Xerox Phaser A3-P 7760GX.$11,550 

SPECIAL OFFER EXTR/V Set of Toners and 
Extended 3 Yr Warranty - FREE! 
ie First 50,000 pages of 7760 Toner Free 
(at standard 20% CMYK Coverage) 



[ 1 


1 Graphics Plus | 


(07) 3367 1944 wvwv.gplus.com.au 


Wacom Graphic Tablets 

Wacom Cintiq Dtz-2100 
21" LCD Graphics Tablet/display. Draw on 
the actual L(]D display for instant feedback 
and accurate viewing. 

Demonstrations available.$4199 

Wacom Intuos3 

Standard surface digitising tablet with USB 
interface and erasing pressure sensitive pen 

4x5 USB Tablet.$319 

6x8 USB Tablet.$479 

9x12 USB Tablet.$6l9 

Wacom Graphire 3 

Entr}' level graphics, photo/video editing 

4x5 USB Tablet.$129 

6x8 USB Tablet.$245 


WA 


(08) 9387 5088 wvvw.aitref.com.au 


Adobe Software Packages 

Adobe CS2 Premium.$1,95 

Acrobat Pro7, Illustrator 12, Photoshop 9, 
GoLive 8, InDesign 4, Version Cue, Adobe 
Stock Photos and Adobe Bridge. 

Upgrade to Adobe CS2 Premium from any 
Photoshop version.$125 

Adobe Acrobat 7 Pro.$69 

Adobe Photoshop CS2 

Upgrade from any full version of Photoshop 

version (not LE or Elements).$31 

Adobe Illustrator CS2 

Upgrade from Illustrator CS.$25 

Adobe InDesign CS2 

Upgrade from InDesign.$30 

_ DWMW1206li 


VIC 


Designwyse 

Professional Computer Solutions 

(03) 9706 8858 www.designwyse.com.a 


Prices include GST & are subject to change without notice. E&OE Call for Go\a or Ed. prices. 


NSW_QLD 


























































































UarkXPress Version 7.01 

larkXPress Version 7 is a powerful layout 
bgram with an intuitive, versatile interface 
at lets you combine writing, editing, and 
ography with colour and pictures to 
)duce dynamic final output. 
arkXPress is widely used by magazines, 
vvspapers, advertising agencies, t}pesetters, 
liters, corporate publishers, design firms, 
;alogue houses, book publishers, and forni 
dgners. Now in universal binaiy^ format, 
•sion 7 adds many new features such as 
lart transparenq^, job jackets, shared 
atent, composition zone technolog)^, 
hanced tables plus much more. 

W LOW PRICE-Save $300 
aarkXPress 7 (Mac or PC) ...$1495 
)grade from ¥3,4,5,6 to v 7 ....$550 



Streamline Your Business 

Streamline is the solution every' production 
manager has been waiting for. 

It combines the best contact, quoting and 
purchase order systems with time entry’ and 
work in progress functionality that any 
account manager can also rely on. 

Streamline multiuser systems run on a Mac 
or PC Filemaker network and can be run at 
multiple locations over a VPN. Please call for 
more info or a demo disk. 

Streamline Single User Pack ..$1815 

Streamline Network Pack.$3700 

Inc FMP Server Software + 2 user licenses 

Extra Per User License (3-5) ....$935 
Extra Per User License (6-19) ..$880 
Extra Per User License (20+) ...$825 



Canon 


advanced simplicity 

Canon Large Forniat Printers 

Canon’s new range of large format printers 
produce stunning photographic quality 
prints or bannei's in widths of 17” to 60”. 
Canons unique Lucia pigment inks provide 
excellent colour stability and durability and 
the 12 colour models include Red Green and 
Blue inks for a greater colour Gamut and 
have both the matte black and photo black 
inks loaded at the same time, eliminating 
waste from swapping cartridges. 

YES, we will match or better other prices. 

Canon iPF500 17” 5 Colour....$2750 

Canon iPF5000 17” 12 Col.$3195 

Canon iPF600 24” 5 Colour ...$3995 
Canon iPF700 36” 5 Colour....$5195 

Canon iPF8000 44” 12 Col.$9450 

Canon iPF9000 60” 12 Col ...$26500 



EPSON 

EXCEED YOUR VISION 


Epson Large Format PrinteB 

Designwyse is one of Australia’s leading 
Epson Large format resellers. Epson’s 
UltraChrome K3 Inks are now available on a 
wide range of printers from A4 up to a 
massive 44” wide. Epson Printers are 
particularly well suited to the digital proofing 
and photographic markets, and their inks are 
stable and have a long life. Designw)^se 
Special pricing is shown below and they all 
come with a free roll of media. Designwy'se 
will match or better other quotes for Epson 
Large Format Printers. 

Epson Photo R2400 A3 8 Col..$1750 

Epson Pro 3800 17” 8 Col.$2170 

Epson Pro 4800 17” 8 Col.$2995 

Epson Pro 7800 24” 8 Col.$5495 

Epson Pro 9800 44” 8 Col....$11295 


for Pre-Press and Publishing 

”rom software to storage, we’ve got everything for the Creative Professional 



j|i quality external hard drives with long 
mufacturer warranty' on drive mechanisms 

BCuhe 11 250GB FirewiredOO.$255 

iCube 11 320GB FirewiredOO.$330 

eCube 11320GB.$399 

ewire/400/800/USB2/eSATA 

eCube 11 500GB.$635 

■ewire/400/800/USB2/eSATA 

eCube 11 750GB (as above).$885 

lal Bav Sata Xpress 640GB .$625 

X320GB RAID 0) FWire/400/800/USB2 

lal Bav Sata Xpress 1TB.$1150 

X500GB RAID 0) FWire/400/800/USB2 
9 250GB Drive (Mac Mini size) ..$275 
F\V400 ports, 3 port USB Hub 
9 320GB (Mac Mini size).$345 



Stardom RAID Storage Devices 

Mission Critial Storage using 2 or 5 bays with 
SATA2 drives. Blazing speed and redundancy 


for high protection and productivity. Can be 
configured for RAID 0 Striping for 1 volume 
over 2 drives or RAID 1 mirroring with auto 
rebuild at half total capacity. 

Stardom SR3610 640GB.$999 

(2x320 Drives) Firewire 800/USB2 

Stardom SR3610 1TB.$1450 

(2x500GB Drives) Firewire 800/USB2 

Stardom SR3610 1.5TB.$2150 

(2x750GB Drives)Firewire 800/USB2 

Stardom SR6600 2TB.$3950 

(5x400GB Drives) Firewire800/USB2/eSata 

Stardom SR6600 2.5TB.$4350 

(5x500GB Drives) Firewire800/USB2/eSata 

Stardom SR6600 3.75TB.$6100 

(5x750GB Drives) Firewire800/USB2/eSata 



LaCie - Storage & Displays 

LaCie l60GB FireWire External HD in 

Porsche P3 Casing.$199 

LaCie 250GB FireWire External HD in 

Porsche P3 Casing.$259 

LaCie 1000GB 7200rpm d2 BigDisk 

USB2.0 & FireWire & F800.$985 

LaCie 80GB 2.5" 5400rpm Red Brick 

casing USB2.0 & FireWire.$259 

LaCie 120GB 2.5" 5400rpm Blue Brick 

casing USB2.0 & FireWire.$345 

LaCie BIGGEST RAID 1.6TB 4X400GB 

HD USB2.0 & FireWire 800.$2379 

LaCie BIGGEST RAID 2TB 4X500GB HD 

USB2.0 & FireWire 800.$2949 

LaCie 319 with Hood + Blue eye Pro 

19" LCD monitor with hood.$1749 

LaCie 321 with Hood + Blue eye Pro 
21" LCD monitor with hood.$3299 



Linoiype - Font Collections 


LinoTVpe 1.7 Gold Edition 
For bureaus, publishers, agencies, design 
studios. Boxed twin CD set. Customised 10 
user licence. Over 3,900 typefaces. MULTI¬ 
PLATFORM - Windows and Mac. 

10 User licence.$7645 

SPECIAL OFFER - Fee iPod Nano 2GB 
worth $299 Arith each Gold Edition vl.7 

Linoiype ITC Full Library.$4950 

From classic to modem - 1034 fonts 
LinoType Essentials Vol 1&2 ...$l649 
The basis for your type libraiy' - 289 fonts 

LinoTVpe Fresh Cream.$979 

Modem, fun and display fonts -113 fonts 

LinoTVpe Essentials + Fresh...$1900 
Essentials 1&2 + Fresh Cream - Great Value! 


>ase call for Government or Education prices. Prices include GST. E&OE Prices subject to change without notice. DViwi2o6RiiP 
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QLD 

WA 
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Rfl^i 

(08) 9387 5088 www.artref.com.au 

Designwyse 

Professional Computer Solutions 

(03) 9706 8858 www.designwyse.com.au 

.poywcmuBCiJSsj 

12) 9280 2333 www.powennedia.com.au 

1 Graphics P^us | 

(07) 3367 1944 www.gplus.com.au 

















































Completely remastered.The new iPod Nano. 





^ ' New iPod Shuffle - 





size cut in half 




Order Your iPod 
Today! In Stock 
now! 




www.nnacbox.conn.au 


www.itbox.conn.au - PC Site 

V Authorised Solutions Reseller 


Tel: 02 - 82125387 Fax: 02 - 94278688 







































www.macbox.com.au 


MA710X/A 17"Combo Drive - $50 Rebate 
MA590X/A 17"Super Drive - $80 Rebate 
MA589X/A 20" Super Drive - $100 Rabte 
I\/1A456X/A 24" Super drive - New Size! - $150 Rebate 
Conditions apply. 


I\/1A356X/A Intel Xeon 2.66Ghz $3749! 


www.macbox.com.au 

www.itbox.com.au - PC Site 

m Authorised Solutions Reseller 

Tel: 02-82125387 Fax:02-94278688 


PURCHASE ANY 

Intel Mac Mini 

AND GET AN 

Mac Mini AppleCare 

'^°'’FREE! 


I\/1A607X/A 1.6Ghz$949 
MA608X/A1.8Ghz$1249 


'URCHASEANY 

ntel Core 2 Duo iMac 

And Receive $50-$150Cash Rebate! 


k k w PRE ORDER YOUR 

rrr mac pro today! 


































The best way to finance technology 


512MB/160GB/ComboDrive 


1499 


17" 2.0GHz 

lGB/160GB/SuperDrive 


24" 2.16GHz 

1GB/250GB/$uperDrive 


AppleCare Extended 
Warranty for iMac 




* Flexirent prices are based on a 36 month commercial rental or consumer lease. Includes GST. Subject to credit approval. Payable monthly. Conditions apply. 

See in-store or call for details, t Offer expires 24/12/06. Bonus voucher not available on 24 month agreement. Limit one per customer. See in store or call for details. 




Kensington iPod Entertainment 
Dock 500 ^ 

Share your favorite music, 
videos and photos through 
your home "nMliinm^nlr^ , , i 
system. Both audio and I ' 

video output. Includes 1 " 

AC charger and RF remote?^*==*...Ji 


Tivoli Audio iSongBook 

The ISongBook system features a detachable 
speaker for true stereo separation v\/ith easy 
portability. The AM/FM tuner includes five 
station presets, and the alarm offers the 
choice ofwaking to your iPod, 
the radio, or a gentle tone. IS699 


Built-in iSight Camera, Bluetooth and Airport. 
1.83GHz 

512MB/60GB/ComboDrive - White 


G-Tech iPod Control a 
Backpack /I 

New technology allows IB 
you to control your iPod « 
via controls on the shoulder^ 
strap, while it is still inside I] 
your backpack! fC 


1699 


2.0GHz 

1GB/80GB/SuperDrive - White 


2049 


Single Strap 


2.0GHz 

1GB/120GB/SuperDrive - Black 


Scandyna Micropod SE + The Dock 

Organic design, outstanding sound 
quality. Includes dock, speakers 
and remote. rs44< 


DoiibleStra£^ 


AppleCare Extended Warranty for MacBook 


Kensington Digital iPod FM 
Transmitter & Charger 


oooa.00 


Belkin TuneTalkj 

Record directly to i 
your IPod in stereo. 


The best way to finance technology 


Streetwise.com.au 


Authorised 
Solutions Reseller 


Latest Macs |1 Mac Memory 


iPods & Accessories | Free Training | Great Prices 


Flexirent any computer or IT equipment 
valued at $1,799 ot nfiore and receive a BONUS 

$200 Streetwise Voucher^ 


oronly$19p/wk* 


oronly$22p/wk* 


oronly$33p/wk* 


STREETWISE 


STREETWISE 






20" 2.16GHz 

1GB/250GB/SuperDrive 

[$224ln 

oronly$26p/wk* | 

































































































Australia's largest range of Mac & iPod products! 


^ S TREETWISE 


HOTGimes 


World Of Warcraft 

World of Warcraft is a 
massively multiplayer online | 
role playing game. Immerse 
yourself in the most popular 
online fantasy environment. 
Requires Internet connection | 
and paid subscription. 
Requires internet connection 
and Timecard. 

World Of Warcraft 
60 Day Timecard 

Sims 2 

Create and play your own 
virtual sitcom. Will you give 
them a long successful 
existence or leave their life 
in shambles? Endless new 
creative possibilities. 


Sims 2 Expansion: Nightlife E 

Party time for your night clubbing Sims. | I $44.951 

Sims 2 Expansion: Open For Business ^ 

Let your Sim create and run a unique 
businesses and reap the profits or losses. 


Sims 2 Expansion: Pets 

Create dogs, cats, birds, or 
guinea pigs for your Sims 
family. But pets have minds 
of their own 
-so expert the: 
unexpected! 


MACDVD 


' Civilization IV 

Set forth to explore, conspire, 
conquer and trade. Grow your 
Civilization from stone age to 
modern times. Turn based 
strategy, supports multiplayer. 



Civilization IV Expansion: Warlords 


biwJ Small - suits 
^9.95 12-13" notebooks. 




Includes new civilizations, 
leaders, units, and wonders 
that offer even more fun 
and exciting ways for 
players to expand their 
civilization's military power 
as they strive for world 
domination. 


Cold War ^ 

Using only recovered weapons and 
improvised gadgets, evade or overcome 
Soviet forces to defeat the conspiracy. 


Railroad Tycoon 3 

Create your own railroad 
history with 40 different j 
locomotives in over 25 
different scenarios 
around the world. 

Bridge Baron 17 

The latest release of the 
world famous Bridge game. 

Five times winner of the World 
Computer Bridge Championship. 


^A^«lONPACK»» ;,GAMEo//h(;YEAl^ 



STREETWISE 






iPod shuffle 

The world's smallest 
and coolest digital 
music player! 

1GB (240 songs) 


IPod video 

Listen to music, watch 
videos, view photos and 
play games. Available in 
black or white. 

30GB (7500 songs) 
80GB (20,000 songs) 



, ►HI 


S TREETWISE 

mE] 





STM Alley 


S TREETWISE 

mm 


I Small-suits 
62.95 12-13" notebooks. 


STM Evolution 
Backpack 


STREETWISE 


I Medium-suits 

|$149.95l 15" notebooks. 

Small-suits 
12-13" notebooks. 





Miglia 

TVMini Digital TV Tuner 

Watch, pause, record and rewind free-to-air Digital 
TV on your Mac. Includes EyeTV software, remote 
control, antenna and 2 yeaj ^ 
warranty. Great value.^ 



iPod nano 

2GB (500 songs) Silver 


Miglia 
TVMax 

Analog TV Tuner 

Watch, pause, record, and rewind live analogue TV 
broadcasts. Hardware compression to MPEG2,4 & 

■ DivX. Video input for importing from VHS and Hi-8! 


4GB (1000 songs) 

Silver, Blue, Green or Pink 

8GB (2000 songs) Black 



Ph: (03 ) 9818 21 (ML826Glenferrie Rd, Hawthorn Victoria 

m ... * stV-t ■■■■ • ■■ 


Mreeiwise ana me Mreeiwise Logo are iraoemarKs or weeiwise ^OTiware riy. lio. Mac ana iroo are iraoemarKS or Appie Lompuier, me, regisiereo in me u.^. ana omer couniries. i 
Prices and specifications correct 9/11/06, but may be subject to change without notice. Errors and omissions excepted. g ~ 



































































































New iPods now in stock at Next Byte! 





The new iPod Nano. From $219 


iPod 

20,000 songs. 
25,000 photos. 

100 hours of video. 
From $380 




Microblast 
for iPod Nano 

$69 was$199 

Griffin 

Roadtrip 


Apple iPod HiFi 

$499 + gecko FiiFi 
bag for only $50 


• • 




ki $109 Save $40 



iPod Shuffle 



-^ 

The world's smallest 

Gecko Trek 



digital music player. 

Blue, tan, black 



Just $119 

$19.95 

i 


DLO iDirect 
remote 

$10 Was $80 

Gecko Nano 
starter pack 

$39 worth $70 


BONUS iPod! When you RentSmart from Next Byte 

EXCLUSIVE TO NEXT BYTE! 

Bonus iPod when you RentSmart 

$2,500 Bonus 4GB iPod Nano 
$4,000 Bonus 30GB iPod 


* 



RENT 

Because buying isn't 


* RentSmart $2500ex GST of equipment and receive a BONUS 4GB iPod Nano or RentSmart $4000ex GST or more and receive a 30GB iPod. Offer is available from 15th November until 15th December 
2006 from Next Byte. Limit of one iPod per qualifying customer. Offer not available on 24-month term. iPod will be fulfilled in store upon supply of the customers equipment. Terms and Conditions apply. 


Next Byte is proud to announce the addition of 
AppleCentre Ivanhoe (Desktop Power) to the Next Byte group. 

Next Byte Ivanhoe 

71 Upper Heidelberg Road, Ivanhoe VIC 3079 p: (03) 9497 4011 f: (03) 9497 4045 e: lvanhoe@nextbyte.com.au 



m 


Free introductory training - With every Macintosh purchase from Next Byte you will receive 12 months of training from our Mac experts 


Australia's Macintosh Specialists 

SA Adelaide Head Office 08 8338 7444 Adelaide CBD 08 8410 8585 TAS Hobart 03 6238 1000 VIC Elizabeth St CBD 03 9329 3911 
Bourke St CBD 03 9639 9444 Richmond 03 9429 5002 Ivanhoe 03 9497 4011 QLD Brisbane 07 3220 0400 Bundall 07 5504 1000 
NSW Sydney CBD 02 9367 8585 Pitt St CBD 02 9222 9211 Broadway 02 8586 1111 Baulkham Hills 02 9688 6066 
Balmain 02 9555 5200 North Ryde 02 9888 9955 WA Nedlands 08 9389 0400 Cannington 08 9458 9811 

local call 1300 361 n 9 www.nextbyte.com.au "r:fSS.^Lu 

•Rates as at July 1,2006 with a 36 month contract. Subject to change without notification. E&OE. Rounding differences may occur. All Graphics are for 
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The gear and 
gift guide 

By various authors 

Every year about this 
time, people’s thoughts 
turn to giving. And, if 
they're AMW readers, their 
thoughts turn to giving 
really cool stuff. We’ve 
scoured the shops and 
the web to find the 
funkiest gadgets, gizmos 
and more for this holiday 
season. 


Video. 

047 

Setting up your studio 
at home 

Photo. 

052 

New cameras from 
Canon, plus DxO Optics 
software fixes glitches 

Music. 

054 

Stock music collections 
to spice up your 
masterpieces 

Mobile. 

056 

New from Nokia and 
Sony Ericsson, and 
coming soon from Palm 


Help folder 
060 

Queries and tips from our 
readers 
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Buzz. 



1Z06 


Test drive. 


Core 2 Duo arrives 
023 

Apple has updated both 
its MacBook and 
MacBook Pro lines with 
Intel’s new uberprocessor 
— we put thenn through 
their paces and see if 
they were worth the wait. 


Interface. 

Commentary 

016 

Mailbox 

019 

Off the Net 
031 

Re:Seller 

032 

NetWorth 

044 

Education 

059 

Read Me 
064 

Soapbox 

082 


Apple Wireless 
Mighty Mouse 

m 

Apple Wireless 
Keyboard 

m 

Wacom Graphire3 
Bluetooth 

cipo Stereo Headset 

Motorola SLVR & 
Headset H500 

m '/2 

Kodak EasyShare 
V610 

Kodak EasyShare 
Photo Printer 500 

m 

D-LInk DBT-120 USB 
Bluetooth adapter 

Lego Mindstorms 
NXT 

m '/^ 

Palm Treo650 

m 

Burton Audex 
Motorola Cargo Snow 
Jacket 

AMW lab: Bluetooth 
gizmos 

067 

Santa has blue teeth 


Aperture 1.5 

'/2 

070 

Major upgrade gains 
flexibility 

Contribute 4.0 
072 

Adds blogging 
capabilities 

Pangea Arcade 
074 

Revisit the classics 

The Missing Sync for 
Palm OS 5.1 

myz 

076 

Syncs iLife apps with 
PDAs and smart phones 
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COMMUNICATIONS 




Authorised 
Service Provider 



Authorised 
Solutions Reseller 


freSuency.com.au 


INCREDIBLE PRICES ACROSS THE WHOLE RANGE! 




MacBook 13” Black 2.0GHz MacBook Pro 15.4” 2.16GHz iMac 20” 2.16GHz 


MacPro 

Two Dual-Core 2.66GHz ** 


13.3-inch vwidescneen display 
1280 X 800 resolution 
2.0GHz InteMMaAoo. 

512M&memory (2x256MB SODIMMs) 
80GB 5400-rpm Serial ATA hard drive2 
SuperDiive CD-RW) 

Airport/ Bluetooth 

^ 


1440 X 900 resolution 

2.16GHZ Intel Core 2 Duo 

1GB memory 

120GB hard drivel 

6 x double -layer SuperDiive 

ATI Mobility Radeon M1660^raphies 

with 128MB SDRAM 


20-inch widescreen LCD 

2.16GHz Intel Core 2 Duo processor^ 

1GB memory (2x512MB SO-DIMM) 

250GB Serial ATA haid d rive2 
8x double-layer SuperDiive PVD±RW. CD-RW) 
ATI Radeon XI600 graphics with 
128MB CDDR3 Memory 


Two Dual-Core2j66Ghfeintel)<eon 

IG&irraTTory 

NVIDIA GeBoffirTaJO GT 

graphics with 256M&memory 

250GB 7200-rpm Serial ATA 3GBfe hard drivel 

16x double-layer SuperDrive 


WIN A SPECIAL 
EDITION RED 
iPOD NANO! 

Spend $100+ for your 
chance to win a 4GB 
RED iPod nano 



UNBEATABLE PRICES + FREE HELPDESK 
FOR ALL FREQUENCY CUSTOMERS! 


O 




frequency.com.au 


Visa, Mastercard, EFT accepted. 


Spend over $100 in one transaction between 1.12.06 - 23.12.06 for automatic 

STM Small Brink 

iHome White - 

draw entry. Full Terms & Conditions at www.frequency.com.au/redipod 


iH5-Glock Radio 


LaCie 160GB Rugged 
All-Terrain Hard Drive 

Shure E Series Earphones 

Official Shure Derrrcr Centre 

RAM - 1GB SO-DIMM PC 5300 

(Suits MacBook/PP 0 /inteFiMacs & Minis) 

Altec Lansing - 

inMotion iM7 Mobile Speakers 

SHOP ONLINE! 


Australia-wide Delivery 



VISIT OUR STORE! 

OPEN 7 DAYS! 


137 Bayswater Road, Rushcutters Bay, Sydney 

(diagonal to the Vibe Hotel, Rushcutters Bay). Tel (02) 9360 0177 


^^ntSmart is available to approved customers on selected products with a total retail value over $550. Figures are based on a 36-month term. Terms and Conditions apply. 

“ This is just one of a huge number of configurations available, please call or email our sales team - 7 days a week- with the configuration of your choice from /Apple's website and we will send you a 
quote based on our discount pricing structure. 

Prices and specifications correct 05/T1/06. Frequency Communications reserves the right to change prices and/or adjust models according to availability of stock without prior notice. Prices include 
GST. Pictures areior illustrative purposes.only. Errors a nd omi ssions excepted. 
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Commenlaiy, 


From the Macintosh scene to the magazine. 


By Matthew JC. Powell. 


CD 

Hot Links 

www.apple.com/au/macbookpro 

Soon ... soon ... 


Bookmaker’s odds 


A few weeks ago, if you happened to be in Sydney’s CBD, you 
may have heard an anguished cry piercing the air, emanating 
from the thirteenth floor of the refurbished Hilton hotel. 

No, this was not the howling ghosts of hotel visitors past (who 
would naturally gravitate to the thirteenth floor), nor some tortured 
remnant at the site of the only act of international terrorism ever 
conducted on Australian soil. 

Rather, this was the sound of Apple Computer Australia, and its 
frustration at being told that I have decided not to upgrade to a new 
MacBook Pro just yet. 

(In case you hadn’t heard, Apple Australia moved its headquar¬ 
ters from the sticks out at Frenchs Forest to the thirteenth floor of 
the Hilton in January this year. I don’t know if being Hilton residents 
means Apple staff get a discount on Paris’s CDs, DVDs and home 
videos or not — haven’t been game to ask.) 

The story so far: for the past five years I have done the vast bulk 
of my work on my trusty Titanium PowerBook G4/667. He’s travelled 
more kilometres with me than I’d care to count, and collected his 
share of bumps and bruises. He’s pretty beat up — this little droid 
and me, we’ve been through a lot together. 

I resolved quite some time ago that I wouldn’t be replacing my old 
workhorse with a “speed bump,” no matter how dramatic. What that 
essentially meant was that I wouldn’t buy another PowerBook G4 
just because they had faster processors and aluminium enclosures. 
Even when the difference between my "PowerBook G4” and what 
Apple was selling as a “PowerBook G4” was so vast they could 
barely be called related, at some level I still thought of the later 
models as speed bumps — I wanted a generational change. 

I waited for a PowerBook G5. Various little birdies — some well- 
positioned, some not, and as it turned out, all wrong — assured me 
that there was a timetable for delivery of my new machine, so I antic¬ 
ipated each proposed deadline eagerly. Each one arrived with a 
slightly improved PowerBook G4, and no G5. I didn’t lose heart. 

Then the Intel move happened, and I stopped waiting for a 
PowerBook G5. I’d get a PowerBook Intel, or whatever they would be 
called. I set to waiting again. At least this time it was Steve Jobs who 
told me it was coming — he’s, like. Big Bird. 

I should point out that during this time I was not being a paragon 
of patience. Rather, I was hassling the good folks at Apple Australia 
like a telemarketer with a fantastic timeshare offer. They wanted a 


generational jump in PowerBook technology as much as I did, just 
so I’d shut up. 

Then the MacBook Pro came out. Once the sting of the moniker 
wore off, I had a look at what it offered and decided no. Dropping 
FireWire 800 and going back to a single-layer SuperDrive might not 
have been deal-breakers for many customers, but the fact that the 
new machine was in any respect a step backwards from its prede¬ 
cessor — however large a step forwards from my current machine 

— was enough to stop me. (The 17-incher isn’t an option for me 

— too big.) 

I put another bit of duct tape on the old workhorse and hung on. 

Then, last month, finally it arrived. The MacBook Pro with Core 2 
Duo. It has FireWire 800 and a dual-layer SuperDrive in a 15-inch 
laptop. It bears so little resemblance to my PowerBook it’s no 
wonder they don’t have the same name. Every box has been ticked. 
It is the generational leap I’ve been waiting for. 

So you can imagine the tone of breathless anticipation that 
greeted me on the phone from Apple: 'Just give us your credit card, 
and we’ll get one right over to you ..." 

“Actually," I said, “I’m thinking I might wait until I can get one with 
Leopard pre-installed, rather than buying the machine now and 
upgrading the OS only a few months later." 

That was when you might have heard the howl. It was sad, really. 

I’ve often said that there is no “best time” to buy computers, and 
I truly believe that. There is always, and will always be, something 
better about to be released. That’s how the industry works. If I wait 
for Leopard, no doubt by then there will be a revised MacBook Pro 
with an even faster Core 2 Duo on the horizon if I just wait a little 
longer. I’m very bad at taking my own advice. 

The decision may be made for me. The cooling fan in the old work¬ 
horse has gone a tad wonky, and periodically generates the most 
appalling grinding noise you’ve ever heard from a computer. It’s 
optimistic to believe it will keep going until Leopard arrives. 

If smoke starts pouring out. I’ll place an order 
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We all shine on.., 
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TAKE HOME THE BEST TITLES FOR YOUR MAC! 




FOR THE LATEST ON YOUR FAVORITE MAC 


Sims 2 Pets 


Sims 2 


t 


rj3 ' =i? 

t 


The Next Generation People Simulator. I Create the Perfect Pets for your Sims! 



Civilization IV 

Civilization IV Warlords 

History, as you know it, is history. 

New Civilizations, Leaders, Units, and Wonders. 


TITLES VISIT THE ALL-NEW ASPYR.COM 


Available from all leading Apple Resellers including: 



^ Streetwise.c 


MACl 



U 


www.maccentric.com.au 

1300 655 088 

www.mac1.com.au FREQUENCY 

COMMUNICATIONS 

frequency.comau 


comp 

nouu 

compnow.com.au 


Apple Store 

' www.apple.com.au/store 


Proudly Distributed by 


TRY&BYTE 


Unit 17,2a Herbert St, St Leonards NSW 2065 
P: (02) 9906 5227 F: (02)99065605 

www.tryandbyte.com.au 



The Sims^ 2 and The 2 Pets: © 2006 Electronic Arts Inc. Electronic Arts, The Sims, Maxis, the Maxis logo, EA. the EA logo and EA GAMES are trademarks or registered trademarks of Electronic Arts, Inc. in the U.S. and/or other countries. All rights reserved. EA^ and Maxis^^ are 
Electronic Arts^** brands. Civilization© IV and Civilization® IV Warlords: © 2005 Take-Two Interactive Software and its subsidiaries. All rights reserved. Sid Meier's Civilization iV, Civ, Civilization, 2K Games, the 2K Games logo, and Take-Two Interactive Software are all trademarks of Take-Two 
Interactive Software, Inc. Developed by Firaxis Games. Firaxis is a trademark of Firaxis Games. Inc. Mac version published and distributed by Aspyr Media under license. Uses Bink Yideo. Copyright ©1997-2005 by RAD Game Tools, Inc. Uses Miles Sound System. Copyright ©1991-2005 by RAD 
Game Tools, Inc. Portions of this software are included under license: ©2005 Scaleform Corporation. Portions of this software are included under license: ©1996-2005 Numerical Design, Ltd. All rights reserved. GameSpy and the “Powered by GameSpy” design are trademarks of GameSpy 
tndustries, Inc. The ratings icon is a trademark of the Entertainment Software Association. 


The ratings icon is a registered trademark of the Entertainment Software Association. Aspyr is a registered trademark of Aspyr Media, Inc., and the Aspyr star logo is a trademark of Aspyr Media, Inc. Mac and the Mac logo are trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc., registered in the U.S. and 
other countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners 























































streamline your business 



Contact management 
Cost management 
Time sheet entry 
Quotations 
Purchase orders 
Production planning 
Reporting 
Invoices 

Web compatible 
Multi user 


Finally, the job 
management software 
every Production Manager 
in the creative business has 
been waiting for. 


streamline 

management information system 


Particularly suited to designers, advertising agencies, 
print houses and pre-press specialists, Streamline is 
the latest in job management software from Particle 
Systems. It revolutionises the way a creative business 
works with its clients. 

Streamline software allows you to track all jobs, time, 
costs, clients and profitability throughout every 
process of your business, enabling you to increase 
productivity, billing time, management controls and 
bottom line profitability. 

Streamline is extremely easy to use and simultaneously 
operates on both Macintosh and Windows operating 
systems. It is an expandable multi-user system that 
caters for multi-site operations. 

Streamline will help you increase productivity and 
bottom line profits. 


Comments from Streamline Clients 
"We love the seamless integration of quoting, time 
tracking and invoicing. Each Project Manager can 
easily generate quotes and invoices as soon as the 
project is complete. The team at Particle Systems 
made installation and training a breeze" 

Paul Fairbairn - Managing Director - Imagic 

"The time savings have allowed Q to focus on the 
areas of the business that people value. To be creative 
and not to focus on account and back end detail 
which Streamline has eliminated." 

Daryl Peterson - Production Manager - Q Brand Agency 




Mac 

Univerul 


Call or email Designwyse now for a FREE Streamline information pack, price list, or demonstration. 
www.designwyse.com.au, dwsales@designwyse.com.au, Melbourne 9706 8858, Freecall 1800 334 684 
4/200 Princess Highway DandendongVIC 3175. 

Authorised Apple Reseller 


D^ignwyse 

Professional Computer Solutions 














SpeckTone letter 
of the month. 
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Your magazine, your forum. 


© 

Hot Links 

www.xyber.com.au 

Bacon savers 

www.mgeups.com.au 

Also bacon savers 



This issue Conexus (02 9975 
2799) is giving a SpeckTone Retro 
speaker system valued at $250 to 
the Australian Macworld reader 
who sends in what we deem to be 
the most interesting letter. 

Listen to your iPod at home with 
this exceptional speaker system 
that accepts virtually all dockable 
iPods. All 4G, 5G, mini, and nano 
iPods can be placed in and 
played through the SpeckTone 
Retro dock connector. Even an 
iPod shuffle can be plugged in 
via the AUX input jack on the 
back of the SpeckTone Retro. 

The Specktone Retro delivers 
dynamic, rich sound with 
uncompromising quality thanks 
to its analogue circuitry, 4-inch 
subwoofer and 28 watt output. Its 
sleek retro design is 
complemented by a high-gloss 
lacquered wood finish. The iPod 
even charges when the Retro is 
turned on. Speck’s Skintight 
cases (included for nano and 5G 
iPods) allow you to use the 
SpeckTone Retro without 
removing the case. 


Letters should be e-mailed to matthew.powell@niche.com.au with 
a subject header of “Mailbox” or by post Xo Australian Macworld 
Mailbox, 3/165 Fitzroy Street, St Kilda, Victoria 3182. Letters of fewer 
than 200 words are given preference. We reserve the right to edit letters 
and probably will. To be eligible for the SpeckTone Retro prize, you 
must include your full name and address, including state or territory. 


iPod kerfuffle 

Please help. I have a 512MB iPod 
shuffle, which I share with my 
partner. She was using it to store 
some documents (mostly text files 
for University work, but also some 
images). Since it hadn’t been 
used for a while I stupidly thought 
she didn’t need the things that 
were on it and downloaded some 
music for a trip. 

Wouldn’t you know, she did still 
need those files and didn’t have 
backups. I’m seriously in the dog 
house. Is there any way to 
recover the data that was on the 
iPod before I put my stuff on it? 

Catlin Ewing 
Double Bay, NSW 

Back up. Back up. Back up. I 
can't say it often enough. 

I asked Xyber Computer Service 
Centre about this. Catlin, and 
their answer was that a partial 
data recovery might be 
possible, depending on exactly 
how much has been overwritten 
by your music. 

I’ll be shameless in my plug here: 
Xyber has saved the data on more 
computers owned by AMW staff 
and contributors than any of us 
can count or remember (or would 
care to admit). If anyone can get 
your partner’s stuff back, it’s them. 
There are also a number of utilities 
available for download or 
commercially that claim to be able 
to recover data from an iPod that 
has been overwritten, but many of 
them can do more damage than 
good. Depending on what your 
partner thinks the data is worth, Td 
take it to Xyber first. They’re in St 
Leonards, NSW, and you can call 
them on 02 9906 7976. — M.JC.R 


Donder und Blltzen 

In your discussion re switching 
off vs leaving on (Help folder, 

11.2006) you overlooked what is 
probably the most crucial factor 
in many parts of Australia: 
lightning strikes. 

I lost a clock radio and hot 
water system controller because 
of a lightning strike on the 
power line just outside my 
house and on another occasion 
I forgot to disconnect the 
computer from the phone line 
and lost my modem and two 
serial ports (so I had to replace 
the whole mother board). 

You could buy a top of the line 
surge protector of course, but 
that option is too expensive for 
many home users and I'm not 
sure that even the best of them 
would cope with a lightning 
strike literally just outside your 
door. So I use a cheap surge 
protector to cope with any "over 
the horizon" lightning strikes 
and I switch off and unplug 
when the computer's not in use 
or when a thunderstorm arrives 
in our vicinity. 

So with my computer normally 
off overnight, how important is it 
for me to get a utility such as 
Cocktail to perform the routine 
maintenance normally done in 
the early hours of the morning? 
Could failure to do this routine 
maintenance be the cause of a 
friend's eMac not starting up 
properly? 

Peter Schaper. 

Biggenden, Old 

Quite right on the lightning 
question, Peter. I’ve had several 
lightning strikes take out a TV set. 


a stereo and most recently a 
cable modem. Ttat last one was a 
strike right outside my house. I 
had a surge protector (an MCE 
Pulsar Ellipse Premium that I got 
from Conexus - 02 9975 2799) 
that saved my computer, various 
hard drives and other peripherals. 
The cable modem wasn’t 
plugged into it 
On your other question, not 
performing those routine tasks can 
cause some performance and 
stability issues, so it’s a good idea 
to use something like Cocktail. 

You can survive without it, but life is 
better with it It wouldn’t be what’s 
stopping your friend’s eMac 
starting up. — M.JC.P 

Virtual reality 

I have a registered copy of Virtual 
PC 6 with Windows XR 
I am going to upgrade my I 
Mac to an Intel Mac when 
Leopard is available. With the 
help of Boot Camp or Parallels 
Desktop will I be able to use the 
version of Windows XP on the 
Virtual PC 6 discs? 

Peter Evans, 
via internet 

No you won’t. The copy of 
Windows that comes with Virtual 
PC is an OEM copy, not a retail 
copy, and it is licensed only for 
use with Virtual PC. Microsoft 
won’t let you activate it outside 
of that context. However, I 
understand that Microsoft will 
sell you a retail license of 
Windows XP for a nominal fee 
(about $40) if you have a copy of 
Virtual PC. Call Microsoft on 132 
058 and find out. — M.JC.P 


Terms and Conditions. Mentor letter of the month 1. Instructions on how to enter form part of these conditions of entry. 2. To enter send tips or queries to matthew.powell@niche.com.au with 
a subject header of "Mailbox". Entries will be judged by the editorial staff of Australian Macworld. The judges' decision in relation to any aspect of the competition is final and binding on every 
person who enters. No correspondence v;ill be entered into. Chance plays no part in determining the winner(s). Each entry will be individually judged based on its degree of interest. 4. Employees, 
their immediate families and agencies associated with this competition are not permitted to enter. 5. The Promoter accepts no responsibility for late or misdirected entries. 6. The best entry/entries 
as determined by the judges will win the prize(s). 7. The Promoter is neither responsible nor liable for any change in the value of the prize occurring between the publish date and the date the 
prize(s) is claimed. 8. The prize{s) is not transferable and will not be exchanged for cash. 9. The winner(s) will be notified by mail. 10. All entries become the property of the Promoter. 11. The 
collection, use and disclosure of personal information provided in connection with this competition is governed by the Privacy Notice 12. The Promoter is Niche Media Pty Ltd of Level 3/165 
Fitzroy Street ST KILDA VIC 3182 Ph 03 9525 5566, (ABN 13 064 613 529). 
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Blame game 

Having recently logged a 
warranty repair case with Apple, 
and subsequently turned the 
machine over to my local Apple 
Service Centre, I was 
disappointed that the technician 
suggested that the fault was a 
result of my abusing the 
machine — rendering my case 
for warranty repairs void. 

After my denial, anger, 
bargaining etc, I took my 
business to a different service 
centre, which took the time to 
understand the cause of the 
fault, and not make 
assumptions based on the 
symptoms. A spacer behind the 
Kensington Lock slot had 
dislodged, rendering the slot 
useless for security purposes 
(and causing a nice rattling 
sound inside the case). The 
absence of the spacer allowed 
free movement of the lock within 
the slot, leading to deformation 
of the plastic in the region. 

My advice: don't be 
discouraged if the service 
centre turns you away. Should 
you have a strong case, simply 
take your business to another 
service centre. 

Andre Anagnostopolous 
Edinburgh, SA 


Chat me up 

With the release of Skype 2.0 
for Mac supporting video, this 
opens up the video chat market 
to a new level. There are a lot of 
Macs that could use an 
affordable webcam for Skype 
and I'm wondering if Australian 
Macworld has done an 
evaluation of what products are 
available in Australia other than 
the Apple iSight. 

Please advise if you have 
recently done, or are planning 
to do, webcam reviews. 

Andrew Whalen 
Ballarat, Victoria 

Actually Andrew, we haven’t 
done one. However, it’s a 
cracking good idea so, on your 
suggestion, we’ve now got one 
planned for early in the new 
year. Keep an eye out. — 
M.JC.P. 

Battle plans 

With regard to “Pre-battle 
analysis” (Re:Seller, 11.2006), I 
experienced a reseller who 
relies on the apple brand while 
ignoring customer satisfaction 
earlier this year. 

I purchased my Mac online, 
but soon after bought a third- 
party product from my local 
Apple retailer. When it didn’t 
work, the manufacturer’s online 
support service and various 
user groups were very helpful. 
Unfortunately, when I went back 


to the retailer they refused a 
refund, denying responsibility. 

However, the advised me to 
ask the manufacturer for the 
version two upgrade — that had 
just arrived in store. 

I have two gripes. First, that 
the retailer ignored their 
responsibilities under the Trade 
Practises act. Second, that they 
sold me an old version of the 
product knowing full well an 
upgraded version was just 
around the corner. 

Because I no longer trust this 
retailer I will, as Fleur says, "go 
direct to Apple or eBay for 
everything”. 

In the end the manufacturer 
provided me with the upgrade 
for no cost. I’ll gladly buy from 
them again online. The retailer 
in question will never see my 
business again. 

Eric Horn, 

Newington, NSW 

it’s oertainly not a good 
customer experienoe, Eric, but 
I’d make two points; first, that 
the retailer may well not have 
known that an upgrade was just 
around the corner — especially 
if version one was faulty so 
version two came to market 
sooner than planned. Second, 

I’d point out that their advioe — 
to seek a free upgrade from the 
manufacturer — was ultimately a 
good solution for you. — M.JC.R 
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ridudng direct marketing NICHE MEDIA win also retain your nformation 
and use It to nform you of other NICHE MEDIA promotions and publica¬ 
tions from tme to time If you would like to knwv wfiat information NICHE 
MEDIA holds about you please contact 

The Privacy Officer. NICHE MEDIA PTY LTD. Level 3/165 Rtzroy Street. ST 
KILDA VIC. 3182 


Coming to Australian Macworld 

AMW lab: Entry-level all-in-one inkjets. VVitiiout 

results frorr a'l-ie-ono devices. 

The Hub: PDA versus smartphone Pal.m, Windows 
Mobile. Syrnhian. Pocket PC — which is ric' " • A 

Tech trends 2007. A 'ook a*-*-0- ■ 

; ''omises for Mac users 

To advertise. Call Steven O’Donnell on 03 9525 5566. 
To subscribe. Free-call 1800 804 160. 


Coming to Desktop 


Profile. Old design. 

Young Guns: Austraiia s hottest young designers. The very 
up-and-corninc designers in the countr'/ — a look at their 
.'.'0’r\ en .e stuoios. 

Feature: Software for designers. What applications are the 
he:‘ eesigners and design studios using and why? 

Print Centre. Your ultimate print resource 
To advertise. Call Dominic Miller 03 9525 5566. 

To subscribe. Free-call 1800 804 160. 
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REMIX ’ 

eskimo joe New York 







Get your remix skills into 
Eskimo Joe's double platinum 
album Black Fingernails, 

Red Wine this summer with 
Digidesign Pro Tools. 

From Dec 1, Eskimo Joe will offer a Digidesign Pro 
Tools session of their 3rd single New York os a free 
download. Simply go to www.eskimoejoe.net/protools 
to download your session between Dec 1 and Feb 1 J 
and start remixing. Submit your final mix as an mp3 to 
myeskimoioemix@warners.com.au along with your 
contact details by Feb 10. The winning entry will 
receive up to $5000 worth of Digidesign product 
and inclusion on Eskimo Joe's next single. 


















There ^ a M/orld of 
mformation wo/f/ng 
to meet your data! 

Introducing FileMaker Pro 8.5 

Featuring the revolutionary FileMaker Web 
Viewer that delivers web data on demand! 



FileMaker Pro 8.5 also includes: 

New! FileMaker Learning Center 

provides a wealth of online resources 
to help you get started quickly and to 
improve your FileMaker skills. 

New! Universal Application 
Support means FileMaker Pro 8.5 
runs natively and faster on the new 
Intel-based Macs. 

For more information including product, 
pricing and special promotions visit: 
www.filemaker.com.au. 


Introducing a new way to access and 
manage your world of Information 

This new version of FileMaker® Pro includes the breakthrough FileMaker Web 
Wewerthat delivers information from the Web directly to FileMaker Pro 8.5 - to 
provide the easiest way for you to access and manage your world of information. 

New! FileMaker Web Viewer 

• Mapping made easy - View maps, directions 
and driving details from your favourite mapping 
Web site based on addresses stored in your 
database! 

•Shipping Details at Your Fingertips — Get 

package tracking details from your favourite 
shipping Web site with shipping details 
automatically displayed based on tracking 
numbers stored in your database! 

• News Delivered to Your Virtual Doorstep - Get 

important news and financial information on 
contacts and companies from your favourite Web 
sites and search engines. 

• Organise Research Instantly — View online 
encyclopedias and research information from 
popular Web sites 

• Get instant information on Product Updates - Get 

up-to-date information, competitive pricing, 
inventory details and more by linking directly 
to the Web sites of manufacturers, supplier and 
vendors. 




^ FileMaker. 

© 2006 FileMaker, Inc. All Rights Reserved. FileMaker and the 
file folder logo are registeredftrademarks or trademarks of 
FileMaker, Inc. in the United States and other countries. All other 
trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 


South Australia 
Victoria 

New South Wales 

Queensland 
Western Australia 
Tasmania 


Adelaide Head Office 08 8338 7444 Adelaide CBD 08 8410 8585 

Elizabeth St. CBD 03 9329 3911 Bourke St. CBD 03 9639 9444 Richmond 03 9429 5002 
Sydney CBD 02 9367 8585 Sydney Pitt Street 02 9222 9211 Baulkham Hills 02 9688 6066 
Balmain 02 9555 5200 Broadway 02 8586 1111 Pymble 02 9144 4866 |i 

Brisbane 07 3220 0400 Surfers Paradise 07 5504 1000 I 

Cannington 08 9458 9811 Nedlands 08 9389 0400 B 
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■ LAPTOPS 

© 

Hot Unks 

www.apple/com/au/macbook 

www.apple.com/au/macbookpro 

all the books you need 

Portables get the 
Core 2 Duo treatment 

A few weeks after announcing MacBook Pros with Intel 
Core 2 Duo processors (as, sort of, predicted in Buzz last 
issue) Apple unveiled its revamped MacBook, also 
equipped with the Merom processor. The MacBook is available 
in white 1.83GHz and 2.0GHz models for $1749 and $2099 
respectively, and a high-end black 2.0GHz model priced at $2399. 

The MacBook Pro is also available in three configurations: a 
15-inch 2.16GHz model for $3199, a 15-inch 2.33GHz model for 
$3999 and a 17-inch 2.33GHz model for $4399. 

The MacBook announcement surprised many observers, who 
had predicted that Apple would keep the older processors in the 
consumer laptops for longer. 

“This was our first consumer [notebook] model to use the Intel 
chip and its been extremely popular for us,” said David Moody, 
Apple’s vice president of Worldwide Mac Product Marketing. “The 
MacBook has been instrumental in driving Apple’s notebook 
market to over 10 percent in the US”. 

Apple said the new MacBooks are up to 25 percent faster than 
their predecessors in benchmark testing. Looking at the holidays 
when people will typically take pictures, make movies and update 
their web sites. Moody said that iPhoto is 18 percent faster than 
the previous generation MacBook; iMovie is 20 percent faster; 
and iWeb is 27 percent faster. 


“This MacBook is perfect for the holidays,” said Moody. 

While listed as a consumer model and popular in education, 
the MacBook has garnered quite a bit of attention from busi¬ 
ness users, as well. In addition to the more compact design, 
features like the MacBook’s video-out capabilities have not 
gone unnoticed. 

“The black MacBook in particular has been very popular with 
professional users and executives that want a small powerful 
notebook,” said Todd Benjamin, director of Portables, Product 
Marketing. “It’s great for presenting when you’re with a client.” 

The MacBooks feature 13-inch glossy widescreen displays 
with 1280x800 native resolution, 667MHz front side bus, Intel 
GMA 950 graphics, built-in iSight video camera. Gigabit 
Ethernet, built-in AirPort Extreme (IEEE 802.llg) wireless 
networking and Bluetooth 2.0+EDR, two USB 2.0 ports and one 
EireWire 400 port, one audio line in and one audio line out 
port, mini-DVI display connector; both supporting optical 
digital and analogue, the infrared Apple Remote, and MagSafe 
power adapter. 

Pro performance boost. The MacBook Pro with the Core 
2 Duo is up to 39 percent faster than the previous generation 
MacBook and more than seven times faster than the 1.67GHz G4 
PowerBook, according to Apple. 

Application specific-tasks show vast improvements over 
previous generation models, as well, with DV rendering and 
encoding increasing by 39 percent and Aperture running 25 
percent faster. 

“The great thing about the performance of the Core 2 Duo is 
that you don’t sacrifice desktop performance to get mobility,” 
said Moody. “With the MacBook Pro you can take your studio 
completely mobile.” 

It is these pro-level customers that also led to Apple’s decision 
to increase the standard and build-to-order options for both 
RAM and hard drive capacity. Standard RAM configuration has 
gone from 512MB to 1GB on the low-end 15-inch model and 
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2GB on the high-end 15- and 17-inch models. The build-to- 
order option allows RAM to be further increased to 3GB, albeit 
for a whopping additional $930. 

Hard drive capacities have also seen significant upgrades with 
standard models on the 15-inch MacBook rising to 120GB and 
160GB on the 17-inch model. Using the build-to-order option 
hard drive capacity can be increased to 200GB. 

“There are several things driving higher capacity hard drives,” 
said Moody. “Digital video and audio is very important, espe¬ 
cially as customer migrate to HD — you are talking about 
massive amounts of data to store and manipulate. Professional 
photography is also important for us - photographers are 
increasingly using RAW image formats and that takes up a lot 
of space.” 

The MacBook Pro includes ATI Mobility Radeon XI600 
graphics with up to 256MB of dedicated GDDR3 graphics 
memory, and a double-layer SuperDrive for burning professional- 
quality DVDs. Every new MacBook Pro also comes with built-in 
10/100/1000 BASE-T Ethernet, built-in AirPort Extreme and 
Bluetooth 2.0+EDR (Enhanced Data Rate), a FireWire 800 and a 
FireWire 400 port, combination analog and optical digital audio 
input and output ports, an ExpressCard/34 expansion card slot 
and a DVI video output to connect up to a 30-inch Apple Cinema 
HD Display. — Jim Dalrymple and Peter Cohen 


Benchmarks: Testing 
Apple’s performance claims 

L ike the IMac before it, Apple’s MacBook Pro underwent an 
upgrade highlighted by a chip swap — the Core Duo processor 
that used to power Apple’s pro laptop is gone, replaced by the 
next-generation Core 2 Duo. And as with our iMac benchmarks, these 
updated Core 2 Duo MacBook Pro models show a modest perfor¬ 
mance gain when compared to older systems running on Core Duo 
chips with the same clock speeds. 

Besides the switch to Core 2 Duo chips, the updated MacBook Pro 
models also received a bump in processor speed. The 15-inch 
models now feature processors running at 2.16GHz and 2.33GHz, 
compared to 2GHz and 2.16GHz in the old Core Duo systems. The 
17-inch MacBook Pro now runs at 2.33GHz, up from 2.16GHz. Along 
with the boost to processor speed comes a jump in on-chip L2 cache 
— the latest MacBook Pros come with 4MB of shared L2 cache, twice 
the amount of their predecessors. The new laptops also ship with 
more RAM and higher-capacity hard drives. 

So what does this all mean in terms of performance? About the 
same thing it meant during our iMac testing. We found that a 2GHz 
iMac Core 2 Duo tallied a ten percent higher Speedmark 4.5 score 
than an iMac Core Duo with the same clock speed — in line with what 


15-inch MacBook Pro Core 2 Duo benchmarks 

Speedmark 4.5 Adobe Photoshop CS2 Cinema 4D XL 9.5.21 Compressor 2.3 iMovie 6.0.2 iTunes 6.0.4 Unreal Tournament 2004 Zip Archive 


SUITE 

SUITE 

RENDER 

MPEG2 Encode 

AGED FILTER 

MP3 ENCODE 

AVERAGE FRAME RATE 

1GB FOLDER 

15-inch MacBook Pro/ 209 

2.16GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 

1:16 

1:01 

2:17 

0:54 

1:11 

63.9 

2:48 

15-inch MacBook Pro/ 226 

2.33GHz Intel Core 2 Duo (2GB RAM) 

1:10 

0:57 

2:07 

0:51 

0:58 

72.9 

2:22 

15-inch MacBook Pro/ 222 

2.33GHz Intel Core 2 Duo (1GB RAM) 

1:11 

0:57 

2:07 

0:51 

0:58 

72.1 

2:39 

15-inch MacBook Pro/ 190 

2.16GHz Intel Core Duo* 

1:40 

1:06 

3:02 

0:58 

1:38 

59 

2:37 

13-inch MacBook/ 167 

2GHz Intel Core Duo (Black) 

1:48 

1:12 

3:18 

1:03 

1:34 

17.7 

3:03 

> Better 

Best results in bold. Reference system in italics. 

< Better < Better < Better 

* denotes model with build-to-order 7200-rpm hard drive 

< Better 

< Better 

> Better 

< Better 


Speedmark 4.5 scores are relative to those of a 1.25GHz Mac mini, which is assigned a score of 100. Adobe Photoshop, Cinema 4D XL, iMovie, iTunes, and Zip Archive scores are in 
minutes:seconds. All systems were running Mac OS X 10.4.8 with 1GB of RAM (except where indicated), with processor performance set to Highest in the Energy Saver preference pane when 
applicable. The Photoshop Suite test is a set of 14 scripted tasks using a 50MB file. Photoshop’s memory was set to 70 percent and History was set to Minimum. We recorded how long it took to 
render a scene in Cinema4D. We used Compressor to encode a 6minute;26second DV file using the DVD: Fastest Encode 120 minutes - 4:3 setting. In iMovie, we applied the Aged video effect to 
a 1-minute movie. We converted 45 minutes of AAC audio files to MP3 using iTunes’ High Quality setting. We used Unreal Tournament 2004’ Antalus Botmatch average-frames-per-second score; 
we tested at a resolution of 1024 by 768 pixels at the Maximum setting with both audio and graphics enabled. We created a Zip archive in the Finder from a 1GB folder.To compare Speedmark 4.5 
scores for various Mac systems, visit our Apple Hardware Guide.—MACWORLD LAB TESTING BY JAMES GALBRAITH AND JERRY JUNG 
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Intel CEO Paul Otellini predicted when the Core 2 Duo offerings were 
unveiled. As you can see, when comparing the 15-inch 2.16GHz 
MacBook Pro Core 2 Duo to its comparable Core Duo counterpart, 
the Speedmark improvement is the exact same 10 percent. 

Of course, that 2.16GHz MacBook Pro Core Duo was the fastest 
15-inch model available among Apple’s old offerings. Now, you can 
get a 15-inch MacBook Pro with a 2.33GHz Core 2 Duo chip; that 
laptop is 19 percent faster than the older model. 

Looking at individual tests, some results — specifically ones that taxed 
either the hard drive or the graphics card — showed smaller perfor¬ 
mance gains, while other more CPU-intensive tasks saw more substan¬ 
tial improvements, thanks to the Core 2 Duo’s improved processing 
efficiency. Compressor 2.3, for example, ran 30 percent faster on the 
new 2.33GHz system than on the older 2.16GHz model. The 2.33GHz 
MacBook Pro was 40 percent faster than the older 2.16GHz model at 
MP3-encoding using iTunes. Comparing the 2.16GHz Core 2 Duo to the 
2.16GHz Core Duo, Compressor was 25 percent faster on the Core 2 
and iTunes was 28 percent faster on the new system. 

The only test where the 2.16GHz Core Duo bested its Core 2 Duo 
counterpart was creating a Zip Archive from a 1GB folder. As you might 
expect, the speed of the hard drive can play a key role in these results. 
So it’s no surprise that the older MacBook Pro with a build-to-order 7200- 
rpm hard drive that we included in this test was able to turn in faster 
times than a new 2.16GHz Core 2 Duo model with a 5400-rpm hard 
drive. Of course, drive speed isn’t the only factor at play in this test — the 
2.33GHz model scored the best time, even with a 5400-rpm drive. Credit 
the model’s faster processor speed and 2GB of installed RAM. 


(You might ask yourself, "What would happen if I had a 7200-rpm drive 
and a faster processor and more RAM?’’ Well, unfortunately we can 
only guess, as the 15-inch MacBook Pro doesn’t have that option 
available — at least not when you buy from Apple. Only the 17-inch 
model has a 7200-rpm drive available as a build-to-order option — 
it’s 60GB smaller than the standard 160GB, 5400-rpm drive, but you 
knock $160 off the price tag.) 

We mentioned that MacBook Pro now ships with more RAM — 2GB 
of memory compared to 1GB in the older models. In terms of 
Speedmark performance, where tasks are run and timed individually, 
the additional RAM doesn’t make a huge difference, as you can see 
by the row in the benchmark table where we removed 1GB of RAM 
from the 2.33GHz MacBook Pro. Unreal Tournament, for example, 
manages to squeeze out 0.7 more frames per second with twice the 
memory installed. The small subset of Speedmark’s tests that were 
affected by the RAM upgrade include the zipping and unzipping 
folders and Microsoft Word scrolling. 

One unexpected tidbit we learned in our testing was how much the 
recent OS X 10.4.8 update affected Rosetta performance. Intel-based 
systems saw dramatic gains in Photoshop and Microsoft Office tests, 
enough to bump up Speedmark scores by more than a couple of 
points. For example, the 2.16GHz Core Duo MacBook Pro took 1:40 
to complete our Photoshop test suite when tested with 10.4.6. After 
updating the OS to the most recent version, the same system finished 
the test suite 21 percent faster, with a score of 1:11. 

Look for a full review of the Core 2 Duo MacBook Pro soon in 
AMW. — James Galbraith 




O 2006 Seiko Instrunrients USA Inc All fights reserved 'Snxjrt Label Printer’ is o registered troderrxark of Seiko insirurrients USA 
'Sil' is d registered trodemork of Seiko instruments Irx; All other brarxts orxi trodemorks ore the property of ther respective companes 


When you need 
just one. 


SII 


This could be label Nirvana. The new, high speed, high resolution. 
Smart Label Printer trom Seiko Instruments. When your business calls 
for labelling, addressing, or 1-D and 2-D bar coding, such as EAN-13, Code 
128, or MaxiCode, Seiko Instruments has the answer. Simply plug the SLP 
450 into your Mac? via the built-in USB port, and you're ready to print 
labels quickly, easily, one at a time. Just like you want them, when you 
want them. As fast as 1 label per second, at full 300 dpi. Best ot all there 
is no ink, toner, or complicated software to mess with. So stop wasting 
time feeding label sheets to your standard printer. Choose one ot our 
great SLP models and you'll have everything you need. 

See all the Smart Label Printers at 

www.siibusinessproducts.com 

or at our Australia distributor: 


Smart Products Pty 

Toll Free: 1300 788 081 
Outside Australia: 61-2-8709 8200 
Fax: 02 9791 3326 

Email: sales@smartproducts,com.au 


Seiko Instruments USA Inc. 
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EXHIBITION 


© 


Hot Links 



www.imug.com.au/ 

Get the Museum Victoria Widget and the tour podcast 


Viva la revolucion! 


T he word “revolution” is often used in relation to Apple 
Computer - from the earliest days of the personal 
computer to the heady iPod revolution in which we find 
ourselves now. A dedicated group of Australian Mac enthusiasts 
from iMug (the Internet Macintosh Users’ Group) has assembled 
an exhibition celebrating that revolutionary history. 

Museum Victoria in Melbourne’s Carlton Garden is hosting the 
exhibition from the 2nd to the 30th of December. After that, many 
pieces in the show will join the museum’s permanent collection. 

And what a show it is. Starting with the “Personal Computer” 
revolution, represented by such artefacts as an Apple II and an 
ImageWriter printer, you move through the “Publishing” revo¬ 
lution epitomised by an original 128K Mac and a LaserWriter. 
Beyond that is the “Imaging” revolution with an SE/30, 
QuickTake camera and Apple OneScanner followed by the 
“Video“ revolution, highlighted by a Quadra 900 and Adobe’s 
Premiere 1.0 software (Mac-only back then). Finally there’s the 


“Audio” revolution with a Bondi Blue iMac and the 
ubiquitous iPod. 

Other highlights include an Apple I painstakingly 
replicated by iMug members and a Lisa (actually a 
Macintosh XL, but it’s the same thing) rescued from a 
dumpster after the Buzzle collapse (that’s a story we’ll 
tell you another time). iMug members Brian 
Livingstone and Noel Jackling assured AMW that 
the Lisa does in fact work, though because of its age 
it’s unwise to run it for any length of time. 

There’s also a multitude of computers, software, peripherals, 
gadgets and other relics of the history of the Mac - any enthu¬ 
siast is sure to find something to get nostalgic over. 

SpGaking of WidgGtS. Local developer iSlayer has devel¬ 
oped a Dashboard Widget in support of the Museum Victoria 
exhibition. Believed to be the first of its kind in Australia, the 
Widget (see “Hot links”) will keep users up to date not only with 
the Mac show but with all upcoming events at the Museum. 

Another innovation is a guided tour of the exhibit, available for 
download as a podcast. In keeping with the tradition of recorded 
tours that are often available to accompany museum exhibitions, 
the podcast walks the listener through each phase of the show, 
pointing out the highlights and explaining the significance of each 
piece. Definitely worth downloading and taking along on your iPod. 

If you’re a Mac fan in Melbourne in December, there are a lot 
worse places to be than Museum Victoria. — Matthew JC. Powell 


■ BRIEFS 

© 

Hot Links 

www.quark.com/products/printcollection/30days.html 

www.quark.com/products/interactivedesigner/trial.htmi 

Test drive Quark’s new tools 

www.nextbyte.com.au 

Just keeps growing 

www.elgato.com/index.php?fiie=support_updates_eyetv2 

Get the latest EyeTV software 

www.icetv.com.au 

Subscribe to IceTV 

Quark adds new goodies 

Q uark has announced Quark Interactive Designer, a 
QuarkXPress 7 component that enables creative pros 
using the page layout software to create Adobe Flash 
content as well. For a limited time it is available for $199 and 
education customers can get it for free. 

Quark Interactive Designer lets users produce interactive 
content including buttons, animations and movies without 
knowing Flash code. It requires QuarkXPress 7.0.2 or later and is 
available as a Universal binary. 

Also new from Quark is Quark Print Collection, a suite of 
prepress tools for Quark XPress and Adobe Acrobat that Quark 
acquired when it bought A Lowly Apprentice productions. Tools 
include Quark Imposer, Quark MarkIt and Quark Item Marks. The 
suite is available now for $569. 

For more info contact Scholastic New Media on 1800 665 774. 
— Peter Cohen and Matthew JC. Powell 


Next Byte gains Power 

A PPLE’S 2005 Reseller of the Year, Desktop Power in 
Ivanhoe, Victoria, has been acquired by the Next Byte 
group, bringing Next Byte’s total number of stores to 18 
around Australia. Desktop Power’s award last year recognised the 
very high esteem in which the reseller was held by its customers 
and the industry - a fact Next Byte recognised in making its acqui¬ 
sition. Managing Director Crawford Giles said that Desktop Power 
had “achieved outstanding results in its drive towards providing 
the best possible retail experience for its customers,” and that he 
was excited to bring it into the Next Byte group. Phil Warren, MD 
of Desktop Power, will join Next Byte as a director, but otherwise 
no staff changes are expected at the store. — Matthew JC. Powell 

Icing on the EyeTV cake 

T he news that Australian users of El Gato’s EyeTV have 
long waited for is finally here: version 2.3.2 of the EyeTV 
software includes full integration with the IceTV electronic 
program guide. Finally we have the same freedom and capability 
that American and European users of the popular Mac TV 
recorders enjoy. 

With IceTV, you can view the guide up to a week in advance, 
read synopses of shows and schedule them for recording - all 
without leaving the EyeTV interface. What’s more, using IceTV’s 
Personal Interactive Media Planner you can program your EyeTV 
from any internet connection. For more info, see the El Gato and 
IceTV web sites in “Hot links”. — Matthew JC. Powell 
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■ USERS AND GROUPS 

© 

Hot Unks 

matthew.powell@niche.com.au 

If your group isn’t listed here, let us know 


MUG activities 


December 2006 
Fri 1 

Southern Highlands Mac Users' 
Group (SHMUG) 

Mac Discussions and Assistance 

www.shcug.org.au 

SAAUC [SA] 

Main Presentation 
www.saauc.org.au/ 
nextmeet.html 
Sat 2 

AUSOM Incorporated [VIC] 
Christmas Gift Ideas 
www.ausom.net.au/ 
nextmeeting.html 
Sun 3 

North Queensland Macintosh 
Users Group (NQMUG) 

Annual General Meeting 
www.nqmug.org 
Mon 4 

Gold Coast Macintosh 
Users Group [QLD] 

Parallels; Keynote v Powerpoint; 
HDV cameras; why BluRay? 
www.goldcoastmacusers.org.au 
Sydney Apple Macintosh 
Users' Group [NSW] 

Main Meeting 

homepage.mac.com/sydamug 
Tue 5 

Western Australian Macintosh 
Users Group [WA] 

Macintosh Q&A 
www.wamug.org.au 
Wed 6 

Toowoomba Apple & 

Mac UG (TAAMUG) [QLD] 

Skype 

www.taamug.org.au 
SAAUC [SA] 

Daytime Meeting 
www.saauc.org.au/ 
nextmeet.html 
ClubMac [NSW] 

Question & Answers 
www.clubmac.org.au 
Thu 7 
iMug [VIC] 

Launch of Museum Victoria's 
iMug Apple Collection 

www.imug.com.au 
TASMAC [TAS] 

No set topic 

groups.yahoo.com/group/ 

tasmug 


Sat 9 

Sydney Apple Macintosh Users' 
Group [NSW] 

Beginners Mac Workshop 
Cost: Free to Members, $22 for 
non-members 

homepage.mac.com/sydamug 
Geraldton Macintosh User 
Group [WA] 

Friendly Q&A 
gmug.wamug.org.au 
Sun 10 

Western Australian Macintosh 
Users Group [WA] 

Christmas BBQ 
www.wamug.org.au 
Tue 12 

Macintosh Multimedia Group 
(3MG) [VIC] 

BitTorrent 

www.imug.com.au 
www.ausom.net.au/ 
nextmeeting.html 
Wed 13 

Bellarine Mac User Group 
(BMUG) [VIC] 

AGM & Mac End-of-Year Breakup 

www.bellarinemac.org.au/ 

meetings.html 

AUSOM Retirees & Others 

[VIC] 

Generate Christmas Cards & How 
I invented the e-book 

www.ausom.net.au/ 
nextmeeting.html 
Club Mac [NSW] 

Main Presentation 
www.clubmac.org.au 
Mon 18 

Byron Shire Macintosh Users 
Group (BeSMUG) [NSW] 

BSMUG 1st Anniversary 
Celebration & ‘My Mac, My Life’ 
Cost: $1 for members, $4 for 
non-members 

www.ozshop.net/bsmug 
Tue 19 

Sydney Mac Users Group 
(SMUG) [NSW] 

iSight, iChat & Skype; Christmas 
Celebrations 

www.sydney.macusersgroup.org 
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■ WIRELESS 

© 

Hot Links 

www.wibree.com 

www.zigbee.com 

Meet the future 


Bluetooth killer? 



I N an advancement that threatens to 
knock Bluetooth off the technological 
map, Nokia has developed a short-range 
wireless technology that it says could over¬ 
come some of Bluetooth’s shortcomings. 

Called Wibree, the technology aims to be a 
lot more power-efficient than Bluetooth, 
which means that smaller and less costly 
devices could use it. It can also use the same 
radio and antenna components as Bluetooth, 
keeping down the costs of design and imple¬ 
mentation, according to Bob lannucci, head 
of Nokia’s research center, who unveiled the technology in 
Helsinki in early October. 

The technology could compete with Bluetooth in the workplace 
as a way to link keyboards and other peripherals to computers. 


It could also have more interesting uses in consumer devices such 
as wristwatches, toys, and sports equipment. 

The technology is designed to communicate with a phone or 
other device within about 10m, and it can transfer data at 1 Mbps, 
according to Nokia. It can be implemented in a stand-alone chip 
or in a dual-mode chip that includes both 
Bluetooth and Wibree. 

Bluetooth has inherent power limitations 
because it includes a fixed packet size and 
frequency-hopping technology, says lannucci. 
Wibree uses a different modulation technique 
that does a better job of avoiding interference, 
which he says reduces its power requirements. 

Several companies are working with Nokia 
to define the Wibree specification, and they 
hope to submit the technology to a standard¬ 
isation process, which could help it gain 
wider support. 

Wibree isn’t the only newcomer to the 
short-range wireless market, though. 
Zigbee is an ongoing project with charac¬ 
teristics similar to Wibree’s. However, 
because Wibree uses the same radio as 
Bluetooth does, lannucci says that the economics of its 
deployment are better. 

Whichever technology wins out, the competition should mean 
good news for consumers. — Nancy Gohring 
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Does your Mac do TV? 


■ SOFTWARE 

© 

Hot Unks 

www.adobe.com 

House of acrobats 



§ AD0BEACR0BAT8 
• PROFESSIONAL COMMUNICATE 
S AND COLLABORATE WITH THE 
0 ESSENTIAL PDF SOLUTION 


Acrobat 8 is on the way 

A S the design and publishing markets wait for their 
bread-and-butter apps to make the move to Intel, Adobe 
has taken its first big step toward Universal support with 
the announcement of Adobe Acrobat 8, the latest version of the 
company’s popular document-authoring and -reading software. 

In addition to being Intel-native, Acrobat 8 includes several 
other useful features, including the ability to merge multiple files 
into a single PDF document; the ability to remove sensitive text, 
images, metadata, and other content from PDF files permanently 
to meet industry guidelines for information sharing; and 
enhanced markup tools. 

Acrobat 8 users can also use Acrobat Connect, which lets 
online users discuss and edit documents or other material in 
real-time conferences. Australian pricing for these services was 
unavailable at press time. Acrobat Connect Professional, 
intended for large meetings, offers more features, including 
VoIP chat (no pricing has been set). Acrobat Connect will be 
available in early 2007, while Acrobat Connect Professional will 
be available in December 2006. 

With Acrobat 8, Adobe has also introduced a Mac program 
that stacks up to its Windows equivalent far better than most 
previous Mac versions. “We are feature-equivalent in every 
place we can be,” says Chris Gulker, Acrobat product manager. 
“Products like Office for Mac are not as open with APIs [appli¬ 
cation programming interfaces] as the Windows version, which 
accounts for most of the feature disparity.” 

Feature parity in Acrobat 8 includes many workflow items that 
will improve the way designers and business professionals use 
the product. Adobe says that, using the five Cs of control, create, 
collect, collaborate, and combine as its guidelines, it not only 
added features, but also responded to the challenge to make them 
more understandable and accessible. 

Adobe Acrobat is scheduled for release in November. Acrobat 8 
Professional will cost $775 (upgrades, $275), and Acrobat 8 
Standard will be $515 (upgrades, $169). The free Adobe Reader 
should also be updated soon. — Jim Dalrymple and Steven Schwankert 



Watch, pause and rewind full screen television directly on your Mac. 
Record TV shows and take control of your schedule with the help of 
a built-in, searchable Program Guide. Edit recordings to remove un¬ 
wanted content, or create short video clips. Export your recordings to 
your iPod® in one easy step. Sit back, and enjoy. 
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■ GAMING 

© 

Hot Links 

www.popcap.com 

www.freshgames.com 

www.namco.com 

Who’s in 

www.aspyr.com 

www.pangeasoft.net 

Who’s snubbed 


Making iPod games 

T he latest full-size iPods and a software update to the 
previous fifth-generation iPods brought with them several 
improvements, one of which was the ability to play a new 
breed of sophisticated iPod games. The game developers tasked 
with creating the first full-fledged games for the iPod faced two 
challenges: developing for a new platform and dealing with 
Apple’s desire to keep every detail closely under wraps. These 
challenges proved impossible to resist, given the popularity of 
Apple’s handheld music player. 

“We think iPod gaming is a big opportunity,” 
says Dave Roberts, CEO of PopCap Games, 
whose Bejeweled and Zuma are among the 
nine iPod games available for $7.49 each at 
the iTunes Store. According to Roberts, 

PopCap had been working with Apple for 
more than a year to bring its games to the 
Mac in a project that, in typical Apple 
fashion, demanded absolute secrecy. “We 
coordinated with Apple engineering,” he 
says, “and the first time 1 was able to play 
the game on the iPod was at the [September 
12] Apple event.” 

Steve Smith, president of Fresh Games, 
maker of the cube-based puzzle game Cubis 
2, relays a similar story. “There were certain 
limitations on what we were allowed to 
have or see,” says Smith, referring to the. 
development tools needed to complet?^"™^ 
game. He says that Fresh Games originally 
approached Apple about iPod game development 
and Apple eventually contacted Fresh Games to follow up on 
the proposal. 

Reaching an agreement with Apple was merely the first 
obstacle to overcome in developing games for the iPod. The 
second was adapting games to work on the iPod. As Dennis 
Ryan, PopCap’s executive vice president of business development 
explains, “It was different in terms of using the Click Wheel as 
an input device rather than a dial pad. In terms of technical chal¬ 
lenges, it’s things we’ve dealt with before, like a small screen size 
and different memory requirements. It’s a different platform, but 
it’s what we do.” 

Namco Networks’ priority was on making sure that an iPod 
version of the arcade classic Pac-Man played as close to the orig¬ 



inal as possible, says Scott Rubin, vice president of sales and 
marketing for the game maker. And Namco’s work on Pac-Man 
offers a prime example of how each developer used different 
approaches to getting the iPod’s Click Wheel to work as a gaming 
input device. Some games depend on the Click Wheel’s rotating 
function, but Pac-Man uses it as a virtual joystick of sorts - quick 
taps on the Click Wheel’s cardinal points make the Pac-Man char¬ 
acter move in that direction. 

At the same time, not every game maker was happy about 
the iPod’s new feature - especially those who were 

-- snubbed by Apple. Of the nine games to debut on 

the iTunes Store, all but two were developed by 
software makers outside of Apple. However none 
of those games came from companies that Mac 
gamers usually expect to see on Apple hardware. 

“We’re really glad to see Apple start to take the 
iPod in this direction,” says Glenda Adams, Aspyr 
Media’s director of development. “Obviously, 
we’re disappointed that [Apple] launched it as a 
closed development system. We had pitched 
several game ideas for [the] iPod at Apple over 
the past couple years, but it didn’t lead anywhere.” 
Other developers were less diplomatic. “It was 
lame of Apple to ignore the guys that 
have been loyal to them,” says a 
developer who asked not to be 
named. “We were ready, willing, and 
able to create anything they wanted.” 

That sentiment was echoed by several 
other developers who noted that they’ve 
approached Apple about iPod games ever since the company 
released the iPod photo, the first colour-screen iPod. Reps from 
those companies say that they were either rebuffed or ignored 
by Apple. For that reason, many were caught off guard by the 
new gaming feature. 

“I understand Apple’s desire to keep things organised and to 
maintain control over the iPod, but as a game developer who 
specialises in original content. I’m disappointed that 1 don’t have 
access to the iPod, because I know 1 could come up with some 
games that would blow away the stuff that’s available now,” says 
Pangea Software President Brian Greenstone. “Original content 
would be more of a selling point than just selling games that are 
available on 100 other platforms already.” — Peter Cohen 
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By Dan Warne. 




Off the net 

Latest shareware and 
free downloads 

@ 

Hot Links 

www.ausmac.net 

Where to get it 



Firefox 2.0 Freeware X (10.2) Universal 

The excellent open-source browser gets inbuilt phishing-site 
detection, a visual theme facelift including Safari-like close buttons 
on every tab, the ability to view RSS feeds, spell-checking when 
you’re typing in forms (like blog post forms) and more. 

Skype 2.0 Freeware X (10.3.9) Universal 
Skype for Mac 2.0 has “gone gold” and now has full video calling, 
giving iChat a serious run for its money. Sure, it can’t do fancy- 
pants multi-party video, but it can talk to PC Skype users. You really 
need an Intel Mac to get good performance though: G4 users will 
find their video is limited to large-postage-stamp size. 

ToasterClone 2.0 Freeware X (10.3) Universal 
A faithful recreation of the famous flying toaster screensaver from 
After Dark, free of charge and able to run on OS X. Both the 
original Mac Classic black and white version and the colour 
version are provided. 


TrailRunner 1.1v117 Donationware X (10.4) Universal 

Interesting app that allows you to plot your running routes on 
Google Earth maps. Takes data from wristwatch GPS devices like 
the Garmin Forerunner 201, and also lets you put maps of your 
planned running route on your iPod. Can also provide more 
detailed analysis of your Nike+iPod runs. 

Google Sketchup 5.0.305 Freeware X (10.3) Universal 
If you heard that Google acquired a 3D modelling app for end users 
you might have wondered how on earth it was going to use it. Now, 
all has become clear. You can create your office building or home in 
3D using simple tools, then add it to Google Earth. Brilliant! 
GeoTagger 1.02 Freeware X (10.4) PPG 

Tag your photos with GPS coordinates of where they were taken by 
simply navigating to the place in Google Earth and applying that 
location to the photos. That data in your photos will be useful for 
the inevitable update to iPhoto which will allow you to "view all 
photos taken in Europe” or “photos taken within 5km of here”. 
smcFanControl 1.2.1 Freeware X (10.4) Universal 
MacBook Pro owners rejoice: this little utility lets you manually 
control the fan speed of the two cooling units in your MBP When 
the going gets hot, get the fans going! 

MiniBatteryLogger 1.4.4 $US15 Shareware X (10.3.9) Universal 

Comprehensive graphing of your Mac notebook’s battery life and 
charge cycles. 

Typinator 1.5 $US19.99 Shareware X (10.3.9) PPG 

Insert text or graphics into documents automatically by typing a 
short abbreviation of your choice. 

Edgies 1.0.4 $US9.99 Shareware X (10.4) Universal 

An alternative to Stickies that instead has pop-out tabs that sit on 
the side of your screen that can contain text, graphics or 
application shortcuts. 

MP3 Trimmer 2.6.5 $US10.95 Shareware X (10.3) Universal 

Trim MP3 files without having to decode them first into an 
uncompressed audio format. Can add fade in and out too. Ideal for 
making ringtones for your MP3-capable mobile phone! Now, if only 
they’d add AAC support... 

Degrees Down Under Widget 1.1 Freeware X (10.4) Universal 

Update to the fantastic widget that shows Australian temperatures 
from every Bureau of Meteorology monitoring station. This version 
allows you to choose “apparent” or “actual” temperature, and also 
reflects changes to the BOM web site. 
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Re:seller. 


The view from the other side of the counter. 


Truth in advertising 



® 

Hot Links 

www.ftc.gov/bcp/conline/pubs/buspubs/ad-faqs.htm 

US Federal Trade Commission — guide to advertising principles for small 
business 

www.chickenhead.com/truth 

Truth in advertising ... 


A PPLE'S Christmas message this year seems to involve a lot 
of television advertising. So what, I hear you say? Doesn't that 
happen every year? Well, this time it seems to involve a funny¬ 
looking man wearing a nerdy white trench coat, joke plastic nose and 
spectacles. Shhh. Don't say his name. 

The less-than-fashionably dressed man of whom I speak is, of 
course, the anthropomorphised "PC” of the Mac vs PC ads we've seen 
grace our screens rather frequently in the quarter-year (or longer, as it 
seems these days) lead-up to Christmas. 

Leaving aside the fact that the most common response to these ads 
from the IT journalist community was that they are only good if Apple 
wants its users to identify with the “arrogant dickhead” side of the 
equation, the ads certainly conveyed a clear message for present or 
future buyers of the brand. 

Such as: we're cool. No, we're definitely cool. 

And PCs aren't. So, if PCs aren't cool, 
neither are their users. And, really, 
who ever thought wearing a 
funny nose would keep 
viruses and spyware away? 

OK, maybe they didn't mean 
that last bit — but you've got to 
admit the message is in there. 

If you or I were an Apple reseller, we'd be obscurely irritated by the 
latest bunch of Apple ads. As Apple resellers in Australia we'd be basi¬ 
cally pathologically dependent on Apple's view of itself and the 
marketing collateral with which it decides to bless the universe. So, 
the advertising elicits somewhat contrary emotions. 

First of all, it's great to be thought cool. But what if the cool is so trans¬ 
parently hollow to be unconvincing to all but the most rabid or gullible? 
How does that assist with the sales process? I don't think that it does. 

One of the things that makes Apple resellers cringe when they view 
these ads is that so many of the statements made by the “Mac” char¬ 
acter are demonstrably false. 

Such as when “Mac” tells "PC”: “Oh, I don't have to worry about 
your spyware and viruses”. The inference is that Macs don't get 
spyware or viruses. This is, as you readers surely know, a gross over¬ 
simplification almost to the point of lying. It's meant to mislead the 
listeners, and empty their pockets into the bargain. 

You may not be able to win every battle by telling the absolute truth 
but it surely helps in any project if you at least start from a solid foun¬ 
dation. How demoralising is it when you have to overcome a barrier to 
acceptance of the message created by the very brand to which you 
are committed, for richer or poorer, until death do us part? 


Major energy must be wasted in correcting and explaining, quali¬ 
fying and sheer arse-licking to get back on-side with potential 
customers who already know enough about the industry and its tech¬ 
nology to laugh their heads off at such a transparent attempt to dim 
the eyes of customers. 

The damage to Apple's brand from this ad campaign may be 
irreparable. Half-truths and insinuations seem to indicate a despera¬ 
tion that, on recent form, is unnecessary from Apple. It's mystifying. 

New year’s resolution. But hey, guess what? At the risk of 
sounding somewhat cheesy and maybe even ridiculous, we at AMW 

think we've got a bit of a present for 
Apple resellers. We 
believe in the 
product, even if the 
vendor (bless its 
little cotton socks) 
gets led astray now 
and again. 

So given that the 
voice of local Apple 
solution providers and 
so on is barely heard 
above the cacophony in 
many corners of the 
land, we thought we'd 
help them out a bit. 

In the New Year you can 
expect to see some bright 
shiny changes in this part of 
the magazine. We plan to show¬ 
case the talent in the Apple community beyond the vendor. 

That includes all the “channel” players who don't just sell product but 
build their own; the independent software vendors, third-party hard¬ 
ware builders and so on who genuinely add value to Mac product and 
send the functionality and feature set through the roof. 

You can also help: if you've had great service, found excellent third- 
party product, or run across some great companies who support and 
sell Apple, e-mail matthew.powell@niche.com.au with the subject 
"Resolution”. We'd love to hear about all your unsung heroes, and we 
can guarantee they'll get the coverage they deserve. Good news for 
them, for you and for us too. ^ 

Fleur Doidge is a longtime observer of the Mac reseller channel in Australia. 
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It’s that time of year again — the temperature is getting higher, the 
days are getting longer, the clothes are getting thinner. And 
everyone's mind turns to shopping. It’s gift-giving season, and Mac 
people are notoriously finicky. What do you get for the person who 
has everything? 

Never fear, AMW is here. This guide includes gadgets, geegaws and 
gizmos to suit every taste and budget. There’s clothes, there’s toys, 
there’s phones, there’s bags —there’s even furniture. And it doesn’t 
stop here. Have a look at AMW lab this month for a roundup of 
Bluetooth-enabled goodies with which to stuff stockings. 
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I Sounds of silence. 

i If your special someone is a frequent traveller, especially by plane, they’ll appreciate the 
noise cancellation effect of Bose’s Quiet Comfort 3 headphones. As well as providing 
top-notch sound, the QC3 uses advanced acoustics to cancel out ambient noise — 

I 

. even the rumble of jet engines. And they fold flat for packing. — Matthew JC. Powell 

$299; Bose 1800 173 371 
www.bose.com 




Make your"^ 
Mac a media 
centrepiece. 


Elgato’s EyeTV Hybrid lets you watch 
analogue TV broadcast via cable or 
satellite, as well as digital terrestrial TV 
broadcast over the air — from a device 
that’s barely larger than a pack of gum. 
What’s more, if you use your Mac as a 
display with your game console, the 
EyeTV Hybrid features composite-video 
and S-Video inputs with an included 
cable adapter. So you can record your 
greatest triumphs and play them back 
over and over again. — Peter Cohen 

$349; PowerMove 03 9464 4999 
or KH Distribution 1300 657 587 
www.elgato.com 


Tiny camcorder, 
high definition. 

At just over 10cm high and 5.5cm thick. 
Canon’s HV10 will fit comfortably into a 
coat pocket. But the video that this high 
definition camcorder captures is definitely 
not lightweight: it records 1080i HD video 
to MiniDV tapes. — Richard Baguley 

$2299; Canon 02 9805 2000 
www.canon.com.au 
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Angling for the shot. 

Contorting yourself into a pretzel-like shape to compose a shot is a pretty steep price to 
pay for adding another memorable photo to your library of images. Fortunately, 
Hoodman offers the Universal Right Angle Viewer, an attachment that snaps onto the 
viewfinder of most digital SLR cameras and allows you to shoot from a comfortable 
position while pointing your camera every which way. The attachment has a comfortable 
rubber eyepiece and a built-in diopter lens. — Rick LePage 

$215; John Barry 02 9439 6955 
www.johnbarry.com.au 



The defining gadget. 

With just a bare white wall (or a retractable movie screen), your Mac, a DVI-to-HDMI 
cable, and Epson’s EMP-TW700 high definition front projector, you can fill a room with 
bright, rich video. This LCD-panel projector boasts a native resolution of 1280 by 720 
(720p), an aspect ratio of 16:9, and a high-resolving power lens to deliver incredibly crisp 
images up to 7.5m wide. — Christopher Breen 

$2999; Epson 1300 361 054 
www.epson.com.au 



One of a kind. 

What more special gift can there be 
than something made individually to 
order? Australia’s own Foot 
(pronounced “fooof”) makes wacky, 
crazy, individual bags for MacBooks, 
PowerBooks, iPods and various mobile 
phones and PDAs. The range of mate¬ 
rials and sizes is incredible (how about 
Irish Tweed?), and each one is made to 
your specifications. It doesn’t get much 
cooler. — Matthew JC. Powell 

$20 for iPod size bags, laptop bags 
range from $36 to $42 depending on 
the material, plus postage; Foof 
www.foofshop.com 
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If that special Mac-loving person in your life 
has trouble keeping track of their PDA and 
phone (and for that matter themselves) the 
Mio A701 may be just the thing. A smart¬ 
phone with PDA functions, it also features 
a fully-fledged GPS system. In case that’s 
not enough, the device also features a 
camera, MP3 player and movie player — 
all in a package no bigger than an average 
mobile phone. Your muddle-headed 
friends need never look around for multiple 
devices again. — Matthew JC. Powell 


around $1299 depending on where 
you get it; Mio 
www.mio-tech.com.au 



A little rubdown with your fragging? 

The worlds of massage and Mac gaming don’t often intersect. However HoMedics has 
applied its massage-chair know-how to creating a game seat featuring built-in speakers 
and some subwoofer rumble. The iCush doesn’t just make noise — it massages your 
back, too. Three settings let you configure the seat’s massage motors; pressing an Audio 
Sync button will even sync them to the music. The iCush accepts audio input from any 
source with a headphone jack, including a Mac or an iPod. — Peter Cohen 


$200; HoMedics 03 8561 6666 
www.homedics.com.au 
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Guitar hero. 

For a guitarist, making music with a Mac doesn’t have to involve a complicated setup. 
With Line 6’s TonePort UX2, you can connect to your computer via USB and have every¬ 
thing you need to create a masterpiece. The included GearBox software makes a guitar 
sound like anything from Mississippi Blues to modern Heavy Metal. Plug it in, turn it on, 
and start recording with your favourite piece of software. — Jim Dalrymple 

$US269; Line 6 
www.line6.com 



It’s a bouncing 
baby hard 
drive. 

New parents need a way to tote around 
pictures of their newborn child. 
Available in pink (30GB) or blue 
(60GB), the USB 2.0-compatible 
Skwarim (pronounced “square-im”) 
provides portable storage in traditional 
new-baby colours. — Eric Suesz 

30GB, $249; 60GB, $319; 

LaCie 02 9669 6900 
www.lacie.com.au 


In a box with a 
fox in the rain 
on a train. 

Dr Seuss’s classic Green Eggs and 
Ham is available in an interactive form 
from Software MacKiev. As well as 
reading the book, kids can interact with 
the story, playing games to rhyme 
words and match pictures. Dr Seuss 
was always fun, and in the multimedia 
age he’s even funner. The Mac OS X 
version also includes a video that can 
be played on a 5th generation iPod. 

— Matthew JC. Powell 

$40; Try and Byte 02 9906 5227 
www.tryandbyte.com.au 
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Master of six 
strings. 

iPlayMusic’s Beginning Guitar 
Lessons helps you make sure that 
when you fire up GarageBand, people 
won’t cover their ears. The guitar tuto¬ 
rial software includes more than four 
hours of on-screen video lessons, an 
electronic textbook, and chord charts. 
And it works with iLife. — Dan Frakes 

$US50; iPlayMusic 
www.iplaymusic.com 



$90 or $130 for USB hub version; Try and Byte 02 9906 5227 
www.tryandbyte.com.au 


Keep it cooi. 

There’s a lot of hot stuff this summer, and among the hottest of it is your laptop 
computer. You can reduce some of the heat (and improve ergonomics) by using a 
laptop stand such as this one from XBrand. Designed to allow air to circulate freely 
around the laptop, it also raises the screen to a more comfortable eye level and can 
rotate 360 degrees. There’s even a version that incorporates a four-port USB hub. 
— Matthew JC. Powell 


iPod caliing. 

You’ve got the world’s best portable music player on one belt clip, and your funky 
Bluetooth-enabled phone on the other. Wouldn’t it be nice if they could share one 
headset? Well they can. The BlueEye plugs into your iPod and pairs with most Bluetooth 
phones, so you can listen to your tunes and then, when a call comes in, pause the 
music and chat. You even get caller ID on the iPod screen, and you can place calls from 
the iPod with a “recent numbers’’ list. Amazing. — Matthew JC. Powell 

$150; Gear4 02 9965 7247 




In the bag. 

You’ve got a classy notebook, why not 
give it a classy sleeve to carry about? 
Toffee bags are hand made from full- 
grain leather, meaning each one is 
unique. They come in a range of sizes 
to suit MacBooks right up to 17-inch 
MacBook Pros, and come in a range of 
colours. Ideal for the business traveller, 
or the road warrior with an eye for 
luxury. — Matthew JC. Powell 


$100 to $110; Toffee Bags 
WWW. toff ee. com.au 
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Low-light leader. 

Panasonic’s NV-GS300 shoots top-notch standard definition video, and it’s one of the 
better camcorders for shooting in low light. The lens includes optical image stabilisation 
— very useful after boozy Christmas parties. — Richard Baguley 

$1539; Panasonic 132 600 
www.panasonic.com.au 


Life of the 
party. 

Of course you love to sing along with 
your iPod —who doesn’t? But isn’t it 
annoying that Bono, Madonna et al insist 
on sharing your spotlight? Wouldn’t you 
prefer a solo to a duet? iKaraoke plugs 
into your stereo either with a cable or 
wirelessly and magically removes the 
lead vocal track, enabling you to shine. It 
can even add reverb for the “big event” 
sound. — Matthew JC. Powell 

$90; PowerMove 03 9464 4999 
www.griffintechnology.com 




IP freely. 

ThinkGeek’s Mostly IP Creeper and 
Toddler Tee combines potty humour, 
tech humour, and baby humour and is 
sure to make geeky parents chuckle 
(wearily). The shirt fits adorable little 
packets from size 6 months to size 4T. 
— Scholle Sawyer McFarland 

$US13; ThinkGeek 
www.thinkgeek.com 


Just Do It — in another 
pair of shoes. 

The Nike + iPod Sport Kit provides real-time feedback during a workout, courtesy of a 
wireless sensor that slips neatly beneath a Nike-F shoe’s insole. But what if you prefer to 
run (or walk) in shoes without Mike’s logo (or a Nike price tag)? Marware’s Sports 
Sensor-f- is a fitted, water-resistant, Velcro-close pouch that slides easily under your 
shoelaces, securing the sensor for a long run. — Jeff Merron 


$27; Palaeographies 1800 289 622 
www.marware.com 
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With twice the memory and about four times the memory bandwidth of the Nvidia GeForce 
7300 GT that comes with the standard Mac Pro configuration, Apple’s Radeon X1900 XT 
upgrade kit should satisfy even the most demanding gamer. Mac users don’t live by frame 
rates alone — the Radeon’s improved OpenGL performance also pays off if you’re using 
applications that leverage OpenGL or OS X’s Core Image technology. — Peter Cohen 

$659; Apple Computer 133 622 
www.apple.com/au/store 


Graphic 


improvements. 



Cieanse aii 
humans. 

Like technology but hate housework? 
Fill iRobot’s Scooba Floor Washing 
Robot with a special cleaning solution 
and push a button. About an hour later, 
your kitchen floor will be vacuumed, 
scrubbed clean, and dried. True, the 
machine can’t handle heavy vacu¬ 
uming, and you have to rinse it out 
when the work is done. But if the 
alternative is not cleaning your floors 
frequently, that’s a small price to pay 
for freedom from squalor. 

— Scholle Sawyer McFarland 

$US400; iRobot 

www.irobot.com 



Mouse in 
da house. 

Apple made a big splash in the late 
1990s with its multicoloured 
computers, mice, keyboards and 
whatnot, but since then everything’s 
been hospital-white. If you’ve got a 
wireless Mighty Mouse but long for the 
days of technicolour scrolling, the 
Mighty House is for you. Like a rubber 
glove for the mouse, it fits snugly, 
providing a splash of colour as well as 
protection from dust and oils. Available 
in blue, black, pink and clear. 

— Matthew JC. Powell 

$20; Try and Byte 02 9906 5227 
www.tryandbyte.com.au 



Colourful 

conversations. 

If you are going to walk around with a 
Bluetooth headset hanging off your 
ear, you may as well like the way it 
looks. Jabra’s BT160 headset includes 
33 designer covers so you can 
customise its appearance. Artistically- 
inclined talkers can even make their 
own covers. Boasting up to 110 hours 
of standby time and up to eight hours 
of talk time, the BT160 should last 
through even marathon hands-free 
conversations, and an adjustable 
rubber earclip provides a comfortable 
fit. The BT160 works with any Bluetooth 
phone and some Bluetooth-enabled 
Macs. — Dan Frakes 

$90; Jabra 
www.jabra.com.au 



Tired of being tired? The SleepTracker 
uses a motion sensor to observe and 
learn your sleep cycles while you sleep. 
You tell the SleepTracker when you 
want to wake up, and it will sound the 
alarm — within half an hour or so, when 
you’re least likely to be in the middle of 
a deep sleep cycle. You’ll wake up 
feeling more rested. When you’re 
awake, it also works as a standard 
wristwatch. — Dan Frakes 


$199; Innovative Sleep Solutions 
www.sleeptracker.net.au 
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All round champ. 

A host of bad "rock and roll” puns leap to mind, but to make such puns would be to 
ignore much of the functionality of the JBL Radial. Yes, you can plug your iPod in for 
legendary JBL sound. You can also plug it into your computer for incredible gaming 
sound with stirring bass. Oh, and you can use it to stream your photos and movies to a 
TV set. Mmmm, donuts ... is there anything they can’t do? — Matthew JC. Powell 


$499; Conexus 02 9975 2799 
www.jbl.com 



Data on the run. 

Ever wonder how you move during the 
course of the day? The scientifically 
minded will marvel over Onset 
Computer’s Hobo Pendant G Logger, 
which logs movement in all three axes. 
You can throw it in your backpack or 
pocket before you go for a bike ride or 
go windsailing. The industry-grade 
Logger is waterproof. The accompa¬ 
nying software was built on a Mac so 
the data you’ve collected on your 
travels converts into easy-to-read 
graphs on your Mac. — Derik DeLong 

Logger, $US69; kit with Logger, USB 
adapter, and software, $US99; Onset 
Computer 

www.hobopendant.com 


n c 

When Apple unveiled the fifth-generation iPod, an 
exciting specification was hidden in the fine print: 
with a compatible microphone, this iPod could 
record CD-quality audio. Although it took the better 
part of a year for such devices to appear, they’ve 
finally arrived — and XtremeMac’s MicroMemo tops 
the list. This iPod add-on not only offers a flexible 
mono mike that captures clean recordings, but also 
houses tiny speakers that let you listen to your 
memos and music (albeit at transistor-radio quality). 
The MicroMemo accepts microphone and line-level 
inputs, and its somewhat bulky microphone can be 
removed so you can attach a mike of your choosing. 
— Christopher Breen 

$99; PowerMove 03 9464 4999 
www.xtrememac.com 
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SAVE $90 


SAVE $165 


I'M A MAC 


ANb I'M A PC 


OmiCafifon^ 
Red Hot CM Pi 


EPSON 


Canon ^hure 


It’s Your Sound" 


Summer 2006 


Digital MV 


(82096) 


6.0 Megapixel 
3x optical zoom 
2.5 inch LCD sci| 


BOOK pixel CCD I 
25x zoom lens | 
2.7 Inch LCD sere 
Image Stabilizitid 

Canon 


Cashback* 


Canon 


after cashback 


our price 


*You pay $409. $75 cashback via Canon redemption, see backpage. 


SPECIAL OFFER : Introducing Compnow Finance! ^ 

Finance with Compnow & receive a 2GB iPod nano valued at $219 or a 
Canon IXUS 60 6 Megapixel digital camera valued at $449 for FREE^ see p30 


Run Windows XP 
on any new Mac! 


Premium 

Reseller 
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E2c $179 

Dynamic MIcroDriver 
Technology 
Lightweight, sound 
isolating earphones 
with rich, full-frequency 
soundstage 

(E2C - 87199 Clear, E2C - 87200 Black) 


E3c $299 

Wideband MicroDriver 
Technology 
Lightweight, sound 
isolating earphones with 
extended frequency 
soundstage 

(EX - 87201 White, EX - 87203 Black) 


E4c $479 

High-Definition Driver 
with Tuned Port 
Technology 
Ultra-wide frequency 
soundstage with brilliant 
highs and extended bass 

(E4C - 87204 White, E4C - 87205 Black) 




“The Mercedes of iPod headphones’’ - Forbes 









Shure earphones take your iPod, mp3, DVD. 
and CD listening experience to another level. 


Available in Black or White 


Distributed by JANDS • 40 Kent Rd. Mascot NSW 2020 • Ph:(02) 9582 0909 • Fax:(02) 9582 0999 • www.jands.com.au 

iKaraoke 

' $89.95 (86995) 

iKaraoke sends the music from your iPod to your stereo minus the 
lead vocals, so you can step up to the mic and sing the lead in 
your favourite tunes. 


K 


Apple iPod Camera 
Connector 

$48 (M9861G/A) 

The iPod Camera Connector provides 
a fast, easy way to transfer images from 
your digital camera to your iPod Photo. 
For iPod photo or video only 

IPod FM remote 

H (MA070G/A) 

I Listen to FM radio on your iPod and 
control everything with a convenient 
wired remote. For video & nano only. 


Belkin TuneBase FM 
$139.95 (85154) 

The holder secures your iPod and features 
an innovative, flexible-steel neck for 
easy repositioning, whilst integrating an 
FM transmitter with car power adaptor. 
Includes adapters to fit various iPods. 

iCIeaner 

$39.95 (83361) 

iCIeaner Scratch Remover is a non 
abrasive alcohol free cleaner that removes 
scratches from the white/black & clear 
plastic of your iPod or your MacBook. 





MicroMemo 

$99 

MicroMemo plugs right into your dock 
connector to capture memos, lectures, or 
any audio content directly to your iPod. 
(iPod video: black 85791, white 86500, 
nano black 87672, silver 87673) 

Nike+ iPod Sports Kit 

$48 (MA365ZM/B) 

This wireless sensor & receiver 
combination works exclusively with your 
Nike-i- shoes and iPod nano to give you 
real-time feedback during workouts and 
lets you track your performance. 

Kensington RDS FM 
Transmitter 
$129.95 (87374) 

While listening to your iPod®, see the 
song and artist's name displayed on your 
car stereo (if compliant) using the RDS 
FM Transmitter/Car Charger for iPod. 

Gecko Nano Sports 

$29.95 (87533) 

Silicone case, removable sports armband 
with pocket and screen protection film. 




iPod nano lanyard 

$59 (MA597G/A) 

Its ingenious built-in ear buds conquer 
clutter by integrating the audio signal 
with the lanyard itself. 


Griffin TuneCentre 
$259 (86433) 

Attach TuneCentre to your television 
and stereo for viewing photos, watching 
video, listening to your iPod music library 
or internet radio. 


iTrip auto 

$99.95 NOW $89.95 (84509) 

-iTrip Auto combines Griffin's renowned 
FM transmitter technology with an 
integrated car charger. 


Agent 18 Kits 
$39.95 Nano 
$59.95 30GB or 80GB 

Give your iPod a hard-shell protection 
with the Agent 18 Shield. Nano - 87456 
30GB - 87457, 60GB / 80GB - 87458 


2 
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mmm iPods... music, motion & more! 

Different iPods can sync your contacts + calendars, play games & video + store data. 



iPod 

iPod 30GB $380 

up to 7,500 songs (WMA444X/A, B MA446X/A) 



iPod nano 


iPod nano 2GB $219 

up to 500 songs (silver ma477x/a) 



iPod shuffle 


iPod shuffle 1GB $119 

up to 240 songs (masmzp/a) 


iPod 30GB U2 $419 

up to 7,500 songs (ma664x/a) 

Special Edition 

iPod 80GB $499 

up to 20,000 songs (WMA448X/A, BMA450X/A) 


iPod nano 4GB $299 

up to 1,000 songs (Blue MA428X/A, Green 

MA487X/A, Pink MA489X/A, Silver MA426X/A) 

iPod nano 8GB $380 

up to 2,000 songs (Black MA497X/A) 


Clip & go. Something new every 
sync! Includes unique dock system 
& clothing clip. 



iPod Trade-ins 

Feel like a new nano? Wanna super-size your mini? Computers Now accept trade-ins on 
working iPods* The screen can be cracked, the battery performance poor, the headphones 
faulty. As long as the iPod plays music, well give you $75 trade-in off any new iPod purchase. 
Ask our sales staff today. 


r^ffar ov.r-1. Ch. 


iTunes Music Cards 

Give an iTunes Music Card to the nnusic 
lovers in your life and let them re-discover old 
favourites or keep up with the hottest hits. With 
the prepaid card, they can purchase songs from 
the #1 music download store and listen to them 
anywhere with their iPod or on their computer 
with iTunes for Mac or Windows. They can even 
burn them to an audio CD. 

iTunes Music Cards cannot be redeemed for 
cash, returned for cash refund, exchanged, 
or used to purchase any merchandise or 
provide allowances. Not for resale. For more 
information, see wvwv.apple.com/support/itunes/ 


Available in $20 & $50 amounts. 


The gift that 
keeps on rocking 


Extend your iPod warranty : AppleCare Protection Plan 
2 years phone support, 2 years warranty, 2 years peace of mind 

International warranty for all iPods. Extends the complimentary coverage. Apple- 
certified repairs. Expert telephone assistance. Comprehensive service & support. 


gift vouchers available 





AppleCare for iPod 
$99 NOW $75 


(MA518E/A) 
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SPECIAL OFFER: $49.95 with any iPod purchase 


Essential iPod accessories to move & groove 


eWave 

$59.95 (Black 87079, Silver 87390) 

FM transmitter with LCD for dock connector iPods. 

Large backlit LCD display. Four programmable memories. Selectable Ix/dx modes. 
International frequency modes. Compatible with eCruise cradles. Pass-through dock 
connectors. Allows iPod to be charged. 

Save $10 with any iPod purchase. 



eSkin nano 
$19.95 

Clear 87083, Black 87085, Blue 
87086, Pink 87087, Green 87088 



eShield Nano & Video 
$19.95 

Video 30GB/80GB 83846 
Nano 87089 



iPod Batteries 
$49.00 

$99.00 Installed 

Batteries available for most iPod 
models. 



ePower 
$56.00 (81477) 

Charge your iPod anywhere, 
anytime, includes travel plug set & 
carry pouch. (Black 85826) 



eWrap Nano 
$34.95 

Blue 87080, Pink 87081, Green 
87082, White 87307, Black 87308 



ePiugs 

$19.95 (W83271,B 85534) 

In ear noise isolation, deep bass 
response, crisp highs, includes 
pouch. Black & white available. 



eCharger2 
$39.95 (87391) 

In-car charger. USB/Dock/mini USB. 



eWrap Video 
$34.95 

Suits 30GB/60GB/80GB. 
Available in White, Black, Blue, 
Pink. 



eRock 

$39.00 (85620) 

Great sound, in-built dock to 
charge your iPod, slim portable 
design. 



eSkin Video 
$29.95 

Suits 30GB/60GB/80GB. 
Available in Clear, Black, Blue, Pink. 



eShield Film Cover Video 
$19.95 (83724) 

Protective film for the front & 
back of the iPod video, prevents 
scratches & marks. 



ePhones 
$29.95 (81372) 

Earbud style headphones (Sony 
speaker) Exceptional comfort and 
wear, beautifully designed to match 
your iPod. 


eWire RCA 
$19.95 (83636) 

Connect any iPod to home stereo 
RCA inputs. 


% 

% 

eWire Splitter 
$9.95 (83635) 

Mini plug splitter for iPod, allows 
the iPod to be shared by two 
headphones. 



eWire 3.5mm 
$19.95 (84953) 

3.5mm male to 3.5mm male cable. 



eLink Cable 
$24.95 (87517) 

Allows syncing, docking & charging 
of your iPod from a USB Port. 






























Some funk & fun for your iPod 



Funkit DJ 
$189.95 ( 86802 ) 

The FUNKit DJ is an officially licensed Apple iPod 
Docking Station, which reacts to iPod content with 
dynamic dancing animation and record scratching. 
Working with all iPod's models, it dances, flashes, 
and speaks random 'DJ' catchphrases. A high- 
quality dock, the FUNKit features stereo Altec 
Lansing speakers, the ability to plug it into other 
hi-fi units, and a USB port. 


iDog 

$54.95 with Free iDog Bag 

iDog is a novel speaker accessory which has all 
the grooves and moves to bring a whole new 
dimension of entertainment to MP3 users. When 
plugged into the headphone jack on MP3's or any 
other portable music player, iDog will listen and 
react to the music being played. 

White (82858), Pink (86800) 


iCat 

$54.95 ( 86801 ) 

Meet iCat! This cool kitty puts on quite a 
performance as she sinks her claws into your 
favorite music! This feline is fond of rock, punk, 
rap, hip-hop, dance, techno and more! Pay this 
kitten some attention, and she taps into her own 
"cat"-alog of riffs/melodies/tunes/beats. Stroke 
her head to keep her happy! Watch iCat purr, 
(depending on the kind of music you play) and 
monitor her moods with her musical meowing, 
and watch her purr-form just for you! 


Cygnett GrooveBase 

The complete iPod speaker system 

• High efficiency digital amplification to bring out 
the power in your favourite music 

• Fully functional remote control 

• Includes a built-in AM/FM radio and alarm clock 

(87393) 



($249.95) 


Cygnett GrooveTime 

iPod speakers with built in Radio 
and Alarm Clock 

• Wake up to your favourite tunes filling your room 
with this compact speaker system 

• Fully functional Remote Control, operate the alarm 
clock and radio from anywhere in the room 

• Charges your iPod for your next trip 

(White 86108, Black 86112) 



*Cashback offer via Cygnett redemption 


Cygnett GrooveTraveUer 

Car FM Transmitter, Holder & Chatter 

• Play your entire iPod library of music, audio books 
and podcasts through your car stereo, so you can 
leave the earbuds at home and everyone can listen 

• Charges your internal iPod battery while you're on 
the road for later use 

• Backlit LCD display allows for precise tuning, even 
at night 

(White 87394, Black 87396) 




Cygnett 

www.cygnett.com 




























iPod digital music systems - try them instore today! 





Apple iPod Hi-Fi 

$519 (M9867X/A) # # # # # 

As versatile as it is compact, iPod Hi-Fi incorporates 
thoughtful touches that make playing your music 
pure pleasure. 



Bose Companion 3 Series 2 
$399 (87534) # # # 

Stereo computer speakers delivering crisp, spacious 
sound from your music, movies and games, and 
setup is a snap. 



Bose Companion 5 
$599 (M9867X/A) # # # 

The premium Bose computer speakers. Delivering 
multichannel sound that seems to surround you, 
specifically designed for computer listening. 



THX certification for cinema-quality sound, and 
you've got an excellent alternative to a high-end 
home audio system. 



Bose SoundDock 
$449 (79667) • • • 

Simply dock and play to fill the room with vibrant, 
detailed sound that will revolutionize the way you 
experience your iPod. 



y 


Logitech MM50 Mobile Speakers 
$229 (83163) # # # # # 

Get 10 hours of play time per charge with built-in 
rechargeable batteries. 



JBL Spot 
$229 (87442) # # 

A powerful, compact 2.1-channel multimedia sound 
system that comes with interchangeable black and 
white outer covers 


Bose Companion 2 Series 2 

$149(87654) •• 

A quality speaker upgrade for your computer 
and portable players. Full-range sound for music, 
gaming and streaming audio. New, updated styling. 


Logic 3 iStation 7 
$1 49 (86946) # # # # # 

Produces hi-fi quality sound from the combination 
of a sub-woofer, dynamic tweeter speakers and a 
3D surround sound processor. Also in Black (86947) 



iMainGo 

$4^ NOW $99 (87637) • • 

Small system ; Huge Sound. Just unzip, plug-in 
(any iPod fits), zip it up and stand back! 


Edifier iF200 

$99 (87569) • • 

An iPod's funky new bedside buddy. 
Wake up to your favourite tunes daily. 


Speaker Feature Key 

# Charges iPod (Dock Connector) 
9 AC Power 

9 Built in Rechargeable Battery 


Remote Control 
Multimedia Line In 
Battery Option 





















Superior stereo sound for your iPod 



JBL On Time 

$399 (Black 85168, White 85169) 

JBL On Time is a high-performance sound centre that lets you wake up to 
music stored on your iPod®. Just connect your iPod, MP3 player or other 
music source to JBL On Time and experience clean, powerful and dynamic 
sound. The upward-firing tweeter and horizontal low and midrange transducers 
provide a 360-degree sound field. JBL On Time includes an AM/FM radio, clock 
and dual alarm, and is the world's first time machine to include a menu-driven, 
intuitive user interface. Available in black or white. 


iHome 

$259 NOW $199.95 (85466) 

Wake to your iPod, AM/FM Radio, or buzzer. Removable dock inserts fit all 
docking iPods and charges your iPod while docked. Stereo drivers in the 
exclusive Reson8'^'^ speakers deliver astounding clarity, depth, and power. 
Gradual Wake and Gradual Sleep functions increase or decrease the volume 
so you won't be woken with a shock. Also features a multifunction LCD Display 
with adjustable backlighting. Includes a remote control - perfect for lounging. 


Transform your iPod 


Experience the ultimate speaker system for iPod: 
the award-winning Danish Jamo i300 


Connect your iPod & computer, 
TV or games console and enjoy 
awesome sound! was $599 

SPECIAL CATALOGUE OFFER $549 


SMARTHOUSE (code: 85458) 

..CA 2 ..I or Black rcoc/e:85995j 

★ ★★★★ 

March 2006 


★ ★★★★ 

April 2006 


Danish Sound Design 


Try the Jamo i300 at any Computers Now Apple Centre today 



gift vouchers available 

www.compnow.com.au 
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Headphones for the audiophile 

Bring your tunes to life with Sennheiser the art of sound. 



HD 25-1 

$5 99 . 95 NOW $499.95 


(82241) 

The closed-back HD 25s are 
purpose-designed, professional 
monitoring headphones offering 
high attenuation of background 
noise. Rotatable for one-ear 
listening. Ideal monitoring 
headphones for cameramen 
and DJs. 


PXC 300 
$399.95 (82729) 

The ideal travel companion: 

They reduce unwanted noise 
by up to 80%and the optimised 
circuit technology ensures 
reduced susceptibility to mobile 
phone interference. The PXC 
300 is supplied complete with a 
protective soft case, batteries and 
aircraft audio adaptors. 



□Ti SEIMIMHEISER 


HD 25 SP 
$299.95 (82387) 

Closed dynamic headphones 
for monitoring, recording and 
outdoor applications. They 
are a lower-cost alternative to 
the HD 25, featuring a simpler 
headband and a slightly 
different capsule design. 



PXC 250 White 
$299.95 (84502) 

Closed, dynamic, supra-aural stereo 
mini headphones with NoiseGard 
active noise compensation. The 
headphones are foldable and 
come with a convenient pouch 
plus a special adapter for use on 
planes, making them an ideal travel 
companion. 



HD202 
$69.95 (82607) 

Dynamic hi-fi stereo headphones 
are the ideal partner for DJs and 
powerful modern music, providing 
good insulation against ambient 
noise and a vivid, crisp bass 
response. A convenient cord take-up 
lets you adjust the headphone cable 
to the required length. 



CX300 Black or Silver 

$79.95 (SV 85107, BK 85108) 
High-quality stereo ear-canal 
headphones with powerful, bass- 
driven stereo sound . Ear adapters 
in three different sizes ensure a 
perfect fit, high wearing comfort 
and an excellent attenuation of 
ambient noise. Available in black 
or silver - black shown. 



PX 200 White 
$129.95 (84501) 

The closed, dynamic, supra-aural PX 200 
mini headphones are an ideal choice for 
mobile audio sources. Their excellent 
isolation lets you enjoy the music 
without being disturbed or disturbing 
others. 



PMX 60 
$79.95 (83371) 

The open, dynamic PMX 
60 neckband headphones 
are the ideal choice for all 
portable audio sources. 
Their balanced sound image 
easily outdoes other mini 
headphones. 



MX500 White 
$44.95 (84185) 

Lightweight in-ear system 
headphones for listening on the 
move. Superior quality for your MP3 
player, portable CD player or any 
other mobile audio source. 



RS130-9 cordless 
$299.95 (85624) 

An open, circumaural RF wireless 
headphone system with switchable 
surround sound. Its excellent sound 
image with outstanding bass response 
makes it an ideal choice for all types 
of music and for TV use. The system 
is extremely user-friendly due to its 
'easy recharge' function and intelligent 
auto-tuning. 




Sennheiser Style Series 


OMX90VC Style 
$1 29.95 (86883) 

The OMX 90 VC Style are high- 
quality stereo clip-on earphones 
with volume control and 
individually adjustable ear clips for 
optimum fit and comfort. Complete 
with a convenient carrying case. 



LX90 Style 
$99.95 (86885) 

specially tuned damping system 
ensures detailed sound reproduction. 
High-quality materials accentuate 
the unique design. Ultra-lightweight, 
flexible construction ensures a secure 
and comfortable fit. Ear adapter set and 
rubber buds for individually matching 
different ears . 



MX90VC Style 
$89.95 (86882) 

High-quality stereo headphones 
in an ultra-lightweight flexible 
design for a comfortable fit. A 
new damping system produces 
a detailed sound pattern for 
a special listening pleasure. 
Complete with a convenient 
carrying case. 



Sennheiser Street Series 


MXL51 Street 
$59.95 (86880) 

The ergonomic design and 
integrated lanyard ensures 
optimum fit and comfort, whilst 
the extremely punchy bass 
response ensures a powerful 
sound. Complete with a 
convenient carrying case. 




OMX50VC Street 
$49.95 (86881) 

Flexible stereo clip-on earphones for 
a secure, individual fit. Sennheiser 
Basswind system for powerful bass 
response. Volume control integrated 
in the cable. 


MX50 Street 
$29.95 (86879) 

The ergonomic design of the MX 
50 Street elastic stereo earphones 
ensures optimum fit and comfort, 
whilst the extremely punchy bass 
response ensures a powerful sound. 









Gotta get gifts for geeks, girlfriends & grandpas? 

We have great goodies in every store, and gift vouchers too, here's just a few. 



Exclusive MacWorld 
Offers! 

Stay at the forefront of the Macintosh 
universe with Australian Macworld, the 
only full-colour Australian magazine 
dedicated to the Macintosh alone. 
Packed with news, hard hitting 
reviews, in-depth features, practical 
guides and contentious opinions. 



The Missing Manual Series 


Superb, professional writing. 
Warm, witty, and jargon- 
free, Missing Manuals 
have enough clarity for the 
novice, and enough depth 
and detail for the power 
user. 



1 FREE copy $6 t 95 now FREE 

Call 1800 804 160 say "Computers Now" & we'll send you a free issue of 
Australian MacWorld! (Offer ends 31st January 2007) 


12 + 2 Subscription $W now $69 for 14 issues 

Call 1800 804 160 say "Computers Now" & subscribe, and we’ll give you a 
discounted annual subscription AND throw in 2 extra copies FREE! 

(Offer ends 31st January 2007) 


Mac OS X 10.4 Tiger' $49.95 (82089) 
Switching to the Mac $44.95 (83746) 
iMovie 6 / iDVD $64.95 (84940) 

iPhoto 6 $54.95 (84941) 



5.6" Digital Photo Frame 

$249.95 (Black 87386, White 87387) 

The perfect complementary product for digital 
cameras. Digital Photo Frames bring your digital 
photos to life. Forget about printing your digital 
photos then buying a static frame for it. What 
about the hundreds of other great shots you took? 



8" Digital Photo Frame 

$399.95 (Black 87177, White 87178) 

This even larger Digital Photo Frame brings your 
digital photos to life. Forget about printing your 
digital photos then buying a static frame for it. 
Load one up with photos & video and give a 
perfect present this Christmas! 


Requires media card & reader or simply use your digital camera to upload to the internal memory, or a perfect use for those pesky smaller memory cards! 



Gift vouchers are the perfect way to solve those difficult gift 
decisions. As a fun and simple way to give a gift this Christmas. 
They can be used for any product at any Computers Now store. 




Available in $20, $50, $100 denominations. See p3 for iTunes Cards. 




















Digital TV & Media Centre on your Mac! 

Front Row ; Put your digital life on display with your new Mac - FREE 
Eye TV : Watch / record / edit Digital TV on your Mac - from $229 


Turn your Mac into a TV & a DVR Digital Video Recorder with EyeTV 



Throw away your VCR: 

Watch, record, edit, and enjoy 
television on your Mac, and export 
your recordings to an iPod or DVD 
in one easy step. 

With an Eye TV you can: 

Watch Digital Terrestrial Television 
or analogue Television on your 
Mac. Browse EyeTV menus in 
Full Screen mode with an Apple 
Remote. Rewind, fast forward, and 
pause digital TV. 

Record hours of your favorite TV 
shows directly on to your 
hard drive and edit 
out unwanted 
content. 


Export clips 
& entire episodes 
to your video-capable 
iPod. Store your collection on an 
external storage drive, or burn it to DVD, 


EyeTV Integrates with Apple's Front Row 
software and Apple Remote 


Apple Front Row : 

The entertainment 
capital of your world! 

Front Row is media software that comes 
FREE with Mac OS X 10.4 Tiger & an Apple 
Remote included in every new Mac (except 
Mac Pro). 

Dazzle your friends with an elegant full¬ 
screen media display. Front Row transforms 
movie night into a blockbuster Hollywood 
premiere. You can even preview Movie 
Trailers directly from the Apple.com 
QuickTime movie trailer website. 

Control the mood of the room with instant 
access to iTunes music and playlists. 

View slideshows from your iPhoto library, 
complete with transitions and music. Watch 
home movies, music videos and more. Hit 
play and pass the popcorn. Enjoy your 
music, video, photos and DVDs exactly as 






eyetv 


eyetv .. 





Eye TV Hybrid 

For digital & analogue television, 
and gaming systems 
$349 NOW $319 (86673) 

Watch either analogue or digital TV, or connect 
your game console and enjoy an excellent live 
play experience - EyeTV Flybrid's uncompressed 
analog video signals appear on the screen with zero 
latency. RCA inputs also allow for the connection of 
your gaming system. 


Eye TV Diversity 
Two tuners in one 
$349 NOW $3 1 9 (87532) 

This amazing USB 2.0 stick provides superior 
television reception deep indoors, in conditions 
that are challenging for reception outdoors, and 
at high speeds. EyeTV Diversity contains two 
integrated receivers and two portable antennas. 
They work together to achieve optimal reception 
in Diversity mode, or independently as two distinct 
tuners in Dual Tuner mode. 


Eye TV DTT 

For Digital Television only 
$349 NOW $229 (86305) 

EyeTV for DTT has one quality setting. Lossless. The 
DVB stream is recorded unaltered, and so you're 
getting full quality DTT content as encoded by 
the broadcaster. EyeTV supports DTT multilingual 
programming and Dolby® Digital sound. 
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Mac Mini 


Live the digital life in stylish simplicity. Just 16.51 cm 
square and 5 cm tall, Mac mini provides what you need 
to have more fun with your music, photos and movies 
right out of the box. Mac mini now boasts 512MB 
memory as well as models with built-in wireless and 
SuperDrive, perfect for use as a Media Centre. 




n 


j 




All Mac mini models include: Remote, Wireless, iSight, Blueooth, iLife'06 


intel 


1.66GHz Mac mini 

1.83 GHz Mac mini 

iLife '06 includes: 

Core Duo 


$949 or $11 p/wk* 

$1,249 or 14 p/wk* 

• iPhoto 



(MA607X/A) 

(MA608X/A) 

Processor: 

1.66GHz Intel Core Solo 

1.83GHz Intel Core Duo 

• iMovie HD 

RAM: 


512MB (up to 2GB) 

512MB (up to 2GB) 

• iDVD 

Hard Drive: 

60GB; 5400rpm 

80GB; 5400rpm 


Graphics: 

64MB shared 

64MB shared 

• Garageband 

Optical drive: 

Combo Drive (DVD-ROM/CD-RW) 

8x Dual Layer SuperDrive 

• iWeb 




(DVD+R DL/DVD±RW/CD-R\A/) 



BenQ FP93V 19" 

White LCD Monitor - includes 3 year warranty! 

$449 (85637) 

The perfect Mac Mini companion from BenQ. 19" White, Sms response time, 550:1 
contrast and 270cd/m2 brightness, D-Sub, DVI, Tilt adjustable. Unique Base to suit 
Mac Mini. 




Mac mini Upgrade options 



RAM upgrade options 
512MB $call! (84387) 

1GB $call! (84388) 

Call us today for current pricing. 
Free installation, SAVE $38 


External Hard drive options 
250GB $929 Now $279 (83708) 
500GB $529 Now $489 (85132) 
Designed to sit under your Mac Mini 



FREE training 
with every Mac : 
see page 16 

or compnow.com.au/training 



Apple Keyboard 

$50 (M9034LLyA) 

Wireless Apple Keyboard 

$99 (M9270LLyA) 



Mighty Mouse 

$79 (MA086ZM/A) 

Wireless Mighty Mouse 
$109 (MA272ZM/A) 




Belkin KVM switch 

$89 (81813) 

Share your PC keyboard, mouse & display 
without having to swap cables. 


Extend your warranty with AppleCare Protection Plan 

3 years phone support, 3 years warranty, 3 years peace of mind 

International warranty for laptops. On site warranty for desktops (within BOkm of 
service centre). Extends the complimentary coverage. Apple-certified repairs. Expert 
telephone assistance. Comprehensive service & support. 

- 



AppleCare for Mac mini 
$229 NOW $179 _ 


gift vouchers available 
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MacBook 


All MacBook models include: Apple Remote, Wireless, iSight, Blueooth, iLife'06 


Now with Intel Core 2 Duo processors. 

Take the power of the Macbook to go, starting 
at just $1749. Choose MacBook in black or white, 
both with a brilliant, 13.3-inch glossy widescreen 
display. Nearly 2.75 cnn thin, 2.36 kg, 100% 
perfect for anyone who wants 
power in an affordable, 
mobile package - loaded with 
digital lifestyle applications out of the box. 


1 intcl 1 


MacBook 1.83GHz : White 

MacBook 2.0GHz : White 

MacBook 2.0GHz : Black 

D Core Duo ■ 

LZli 


$1,749 or $19 p/wk* 

(MA699X/A) 

$2,099 or $22 p/wk* 

(MA700X/A) 

$2,399 or $25 p/wk* 

(MA701X/A) 

Processor: 

1.83GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 

2.0GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 

2.0GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 

RAM: 


512MB (up to 2GB max) 

1GB (up to 2GB max) 

1GB (up to 2GB max) 

Hard Drive: 

60GB; 5400rpm 

80GB; 5400rpm 

120GB; 5400rpm 

Graphics: 

64MB shared Intel GMA 950 

64MB shared Intel GMA 950 

64MB shared Intel GMA 950 

Display: 

13.3" TFT (1280x800) 

13.3" TFT (1280x800) 

13.3" TFT (1280x800) 

Optical drive: 

24x Combo Drive (DVD-ROM/CD-RW) 

6x Dual layer SuperDrive 
(DVD-f R DL/DVD±RW/CD-RW) 

8x Dual layer SuperDrive 
(DVD-hR DL/DVD±RW/CD-RW) 

Weight: 

only 2.36kg 

only 2.36kg 

only 2.36kg 

Battery life: 

up to 6 hrs 

up to 6 hrs 

up to 6 hrs 


MacBook Upgrade options 



RAM upgrade options 
512MB Sea 11! (84387) 

1GB Seal I! (84388) 

Call us today for current pricing. 
Free installation, SAVE $38 



Hard drive upgrade options 
100GB Scall (87276) 

120GB Scall (87277) 

160GB Scall (87278) 

Call us today for current pricing. 


r- - 

1 ; 

- ^ 

FREE training 

|i VW 

with every Mac : 


see page 16 

L_ 

or connpnow.com.au/training 



MacBook Extra Batteries 
$199 

Black - MA566G/A, 

White - MA561G/A 



MacBook Extra 
65W Power Supply 
$129 (MA538X/A) 

65W Power Supply to suit all MacBooks 

Apple MagSafe Airline Adaptor 
$89.00 (MA598Z/A) 



MacSheild Screen Protector 
$29.95 (87028 gloss, 87029 antiglare) 
The MacShield can extend the lifespan of 
your screen, allowing dirt-free optimum 
performance. 


Extend your warranty with AppleCare Protection Plan 
3 years phone support, 3 years warranty, 3 years peace of mind 

International warranty for laptops. On site warranty for desktops (within 80km of 
service centre). Extends the complimentary coverage. Apple-certified repairs. Expert 

telephone assistance. Comprehensive service & support. 

-- 
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AppleCare 


Protection Plan 



















MacBook Pro 


Push the envelope of pro performance with the 
15 and 17inch MacBook Pro. Featuring an Intel Core 2 
Duo processor, ultimate expansion via FireWire 400 or 
800, and the power to scream through Final Cut Studio 
and Aperture on the go, MacBook Pro is one inch thin 
and miles deep. 

A built-in iSight for instant video conferencing on 
the move. Front Row with Apple Remote to dazzle 
everyone in the room. ^—. 



All MacBook Pro models include: Remote,Wireless, iSight, Blueooth, iLife'06 


fintc'] 

MacBook Pro 15" 2.16GHz 
$3,199 or $33 p/wk* 

(MA609X/A) 

MacBook Pro 15" 2.33GHz 
$3,999 or $41 p/wk* 

(MA610X/A) 

MacBook Pro 17" 2.33GHz 
$4,399 or $45 p/wk* 

(MA611X/A) 

Processor: 

2.16GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 

2.33GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 

2.33GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 

RAM: 

1GB (up to 3GB max) 

2GB (up to 3GB max) 

2GB (up to 3GB max) 

Hard Drive: 

120GB; 5400rpm 

120GB; 5400rpm 

160GB; 5400rpm 

Graphics: 

128MB dedicated 

256MB dedicated 

256MB dedicated 

Display: 

15.4" TFT (1440x900) 

15.4" TFT (1440x900) 

17" TFT (1680x1050) 

Optical drive: 

6x Dual layer SuperDrive 
(DVD+R DL/DVD±RW/CD-RW) 

6x Dual layer SuperDrive 
(DVD+R DL/DVD±RW/CD-RW) 

8x Dual layer SuperDrive 
(DVD+R DL/DVD+RW/CD-RW) 

Weight: 

only 2.5kg 

only 2.5kg 

only 3.1 kg 

Battery life: 

up to 5 hrs 

up to 5 hrs 

up to 5.5 hrs 


MacBook Pro Upgrade options 



RAM upgrade options 
512MB $call! (84387) 

1GB $call! (84388) 

Call us today for current pricing. 
Free installation, SAVE $38 


drive upgrade options 

Call us today for current pricing. 




FREE training 
with every Mac : 
see page 16 

or compnow.com.au/trainmg 


MacBook Pro Extra Battery 
$199 

MA348G/A MacBook Pro 15" 
MA458G/A MacBook Pro 17" 


MacBook Pro Extra 
85W Power Adapter 
$129 (MA357X/A) 

Power Supply to suit all MacBook Pro's 

Apple MagSafe Airline Adaptor 
$89.00 (MA598Z/A) 



MacSheild Screen Protector 
$29.95 (87030) Gloss surface 


MacShield Keyboard Protector 
$19.95 (87031) 


Extend your warranty with AppleCare Protection Plan 
3 years phone support, 3 years warranty, 3 years peace of mind 

International warranty for laptops. On site warranty for desktops (within 80km of 
service centre). Extends the complimentary coverage. Apple-certified repairs. Expert 
telephone assistance. Comprehensive service & support. 



AppleCare for MacBook Pro 
$579 NOW $450 


# 


.;."v ■ ■■ ■ ■ 

gift vouchers available 
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, F ■ 

www.compnow.com.au 13 

































iMac 

Introducing the new iMac line that now features 
the new Intel Core 2 Duo processor in every 
model, delivering up to 50 percent faster 
performance than the previous iMac. At the top 
of the new lineup is the awesome new 24-inch 
iMac with a brilliant 24-inch widescreen display. 



All iMac models include: Remote, Wireless, iSight, Blueooth, iLife'06 



Processor: 

RAM: 

Hard Drive: 
Graphics: 
Optical drive: 



Processor: 

RAM: 

Hard Drive: 
Graphics: 

Optical drive: 


17" iMac 

$1,549 or $17 p/wk* 

(MA710X/A) 

1.83GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 
512MB (up to 2GB) 

160GB; 7200rpm 

Intel GMA 950 processor 64MB shared 

24x ComboDrive 
(DVD-ROM / CD-RW) 

20" iMac 

$2,299 or $24 p/wk* 

(MA589X/A) 

2.16GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 
1GB (up to 3GB) 

250GB; 7200rpm 
128MB ATI Radeon X 1600 

8x Dual Layer SuperDrive 
(DVD-hR DL/DVD±RW/CD-RW) 


17" iMac 

$1,849 or $20 p/wk* 

(MA590X/A) 

2GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 

1GB (up to 3GB) 

160GB; 7200rpm 

128MB ATI Radeon X 1600 

8x Dual Layer SuperDrive 
(DVD+R DL/DVD±RW/CD-RW) 

24" iMac 

$2,999 or $31 p/wk* 

(MA456X/A) 

2.16GHz Intel Core 2 Duo 
1GB (up to 3GB) 

250GB; 7200rpm 

NVIDIA GeForce 7300GT with 128MB 
GDDR3 SDRAM 

8x Dual Layer SuperDrive 
(DVD+R DL/DVD±RW/CD-RW) 


iLife '06 includes: 

• iPhoto 

• iMovie HD 

• iDVD 

• Garageband 

• iWeb 






iMac Upgrade 

RAM upgrade options 
512MB $call! (84387) 

1GB $call! (84388) 

Call us today for current pricing. 

Free installation, SAVE $38 


options 

B Hard drive upgrade options 
250GB Scall! (83667) 

500GB Scall! (84993) 

Call us today for current pricing. 


r 

FREE training 

f * 

with every Mac : 

! A 4 

see page 16 

’ --— 

or compnow.com.au/training 




myLife DIGIBooks 
$29.95 (86700) 

Safe storage for precious memories. 
High quality, long life mastering 
grade media. Easy access to digital 
photographic files. Exclusively 
fashionable. Builds a high sense of 
security. Stores 1,000's of digital images 



Video Adapters 
$35 

M9321G/B - Mini DVI to DVI Adapter Kit 
M9320G/A - Mini DVI to VGA Adapter Kit 
M9319G/A - Mini DVI to Video Adapter Kit 


GretagMacbeth Huey 

calibrator 

$141 (85639) 

Its ingenious built-in earbuds conquer 
clutter by integrating the audio signal with 
the lanyard itself. 


Extend your warranty with AppleCare Protection Plan 
3 years phone support, 3 years warranty, 3 years peace of mind 

International warranty for laptops. On site warranty for desktops (within 80km of 
service centre). Extends the complimentary coverage. Apple-certified repairs. Expert 

telephone assistance. Comprehensive service & support. 

-- 
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AppleCare for iMac 
$269 NOW $219 




gift vouchers available 



























Mac Pro & Xserve 

Ushering in a new era of outstanding performance, 
the 64-bit Dual-Core Intel Xeon "Woodcrest" 
processor introduces workstation performance to 
the Mac lineup. 

Mac Pro : One of the fastest computers on the 
planet. All Quad processors, and up to 3.0GHz. 
Xserve : Phenomenal power & industry-leading 
capabilities in a high-density, 1U rackmount server. 
Includes Mac OS X Server 10.4 Unlimited-Client. 





Mac Pro Quad 2GHz 
$3,499 or $36 p/wk* 

(86827) 

Mac Pro Quad 2.66GHz 
$3,999 or $41 p/wk* 

(MA356X/A) 

Mac Pro Quad 3GHz 

$5,318 or $52 p/wk* 

(86826) 

Xserve Quad 2GHz 
$4,995 or $47 p/wk* 

(Base model MA409FE/A) 

Processor: 

2 X 2GHz Dual-Core Intel Xeon 

2 X 2.66GHz Dual-Core Intel Xeon 

2 X 3GHz Dual-Core Intel Xeon 

2 X 2GHz Dual-Core Intel Xeon 

RAM: 

1GB ECC (up to 16GB) 

1GB ECC (up to 16GB) 

1GB ECC (up to 16GB) 

1GB ECC (up to 32GB) 

Hard Drive: 

250GB; 7200rpm 

250GB; 7200rpm 

250GB; 7200rpm 

80GB; 7200rpm 

Graphics: 

NVIDIA GeForce 7300 GT 
graphics with 256MB memory 

NVIDIA GeForce 7300 GT graphics 
with 256MB memory 

NVIDIA GeForce 7300 GT 
graphics with 256MB memory 

Built-in ATI Radeon XI300 
graphics with 64MB RAM 

Optical drive: 

16x Dual Layer SuperDrive 
(DVD-hR DL/DVD±RW/CD-RW) 

16x Dual Layer SuperDrive 
(DVD+R DL/DVD±RW/CD-RW) 

16x Dual Layer SuperDrive 
(DVD-hR DL/DVD±RW/CD-RW) 

24x Combo drive 
(DVD-ROM/CD-RW) 

Bluetooth: 

optional 

optional 

optional 

n/a 

Wireless: 

optional 

optional 

optional 

n/a 



Apple Cinema Displays 

20" Apple Cinema Display $1,150 or $13 p/wk* (M9177x/a) 

23" Apple Cinema HD Display $1,599 or $21 p/wk* (M9178x/a) 

30" Apple Cinema HD Display^ $3,199 or $40 p/wk* (M9179x/a) 

^ 30" Requires ATI Radeon 9650, Radeon X850 XT or NVIDIA GeForce 6800 GT DDL Card, 6600 LE, 6600, 7800 GT, FX 4500 


All Apple displays include : 178^ horizontal & vertical viewing angle, 14 ms response time, DVI connection, 2 x USB 2.0 ports, 2 x FireWire 400 ports 


AppleCare. 3 years phone support, 3 years warranty, 3 years peace of mind 


AppleCare for Apple Displays ONLY $155 



RAM upgrade options 
2 X 512MB Seal I! (86602) 
2x1GB Seal I! (86609) 

2 X 2GB $call! (86610) 
Call us today for current pricing. 
Free installation, SAVE $38 



Hard drive upgrade options 
250GB Scall! (83667) 

500GB Scall! (84993) 

750GB Scall! (86313) 

Call us today for current pricing. 



FREE training 
with every Mac : 

. see page 16 

or compnow.com.au/training 



Final Cut Studio 5.1 
$1,899 (MA285Z/A) 

Final Cut Studio puts everything 
professional editors need to elevate 
production values in a single box: Final 
Cut Pro 5, Soundtrack Pro, Motion 2 and 
DVD Studio Pro 4. Now universal. 



Aperture 1.5 

$449 (MA715Z/A) 

Aperture offers an advanced RAW work- 
flow, professional project management 
capabilities, powerful compare and select 
tools, nondestructive image processing, 
and versatile printing and publishing. 



Apple Remote Desktop 
$399 10 User (MA231Z/A) 

$699 Unlimited (MA232Z/A) 

Distribute software, provide real-time online 
help to end-users, create detailed software 
and hardware reports, and automate your 
routine management tasks. 


Extend your warranty with AppleCare Protection Plan 
3 years phone support, 3 years warranty, 3 years peace of mind 

International warranty for laptops. On site warranty for desktops (within 80km of 
service centre). Extends the complimentary coverage. Apple-certified repairs. Expert 
telephone assistance. Comprehensive service & support. 

. - >< 

gift vouchers available ^ 



AppleCare for Mac Pro 
$449 NOW $325 
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Have you ever wanted to: 


Create with iLife. Share with .Mac 


- Manage & share photos, videos, blogs & podcasts on the internet? 

- Use a global email address you could use regardless of your ISP? 

- Find vital information from a backup? 

- Transfer or share large files with friends or collegues? 

- Inspect your address book or calendar from any computer? ^ 


.Mac 

$139.95 (MA361Z/A). 

$249.95 Family Pack Great value with 5 accounts {MA362Z/A) 


SAVE $40 : ONLY $99.95 

When purchased with any Mac, or 
an external hard drive - p19 & 26 


.mac 


With .Mac you can have all of this, plus more!!! 


Publishing with iWeb: Seamless integration with iWeb — 
the newest member of iLife '06 — makes it easy to publish 
your websites with a single click of a button 

iDisk: .Mac iDisk makes it easy to exchange files with 
friends or centralize your documents so that you can 
access them anywhere, at any time 

Groups: Communicate, coordinate, and stay in sync with 
your club, team, or organization. .Mac Groups includes a 
group email address and website. 


Sync: .Mac Sync keeps up-to-date information at your 
fingertips, whether you use multiple Macs or whether 
you're on the road without your Mac 

Member Benefits: Exclusive member benefits include free 
software downloads as well as special product discounts 
— all available through Member Central. 

Photocasting: Let your friends and family subscribe to 
your shared iPhoto albums and view your full-resolution 
photos on their own computers. 


Backup 3: Protect your precious memories with this 
powerful upgrade to .Mac Backup. Scheduled automatic 
backups are as easy as 1-2-3. 

Mail: .Mac Mail is ad-free and elegant, with virus 
protection built right in. And you can access it through 
Mac OS X Mail or through our cutting-edge new .Mac 
webmail. 

Learning Center: The Learning Center offers step-by-step 
tutorials on the applications you use most, including iLife, 
iWork, Mac OS X, and .Mac. 

i 



iLife '06 

$119 (MA166Z/A) 




The easiest way to make the most out of every bit of 
your digital life. Use your Mac to collect, organise and 
edit the various elements. Transform them into mouth¬ 
watering masterpieces with Apple-designed templates. 

Family pack also available $149 (MA167Z/A) 


i ft 




iWork 




iWork '06 

$119 (MA222Z/A) 

iWork '06 features two powerful applications for 
creating everything from school newsletters to business 
presentations. Stunning inbuit themes. 

Family pack also available $149 (MA224Z/A) 




Training with the purchase of any computer! 

One-on-one training also available. See www.compnow.com.au/training 

Ever wanted to know more about your Mac and unleash 
the full power of OSX Tiger? Well here's how! Anyone who 
purchases any Apple Mac through any Computers Now Store 
can attend our free introductory training sessions held on 
Tuesdays at Computers Now Malvern. 


Held in small groups free of distractions, our training sessions 
help keep you on top of your digital lifestyle. Learn new tips 
and tricks from our experts who live and breath Mac OSX 
Tiger, but remember - bookings are essential. 

What : Free Introductory customer training 

When : Tuesdays 6:30pm - 8:30pm 


iMovie 

create stunning digital movies 

iDVD 

burn movies and photos to DVD 

iPhoto 

import, save, store, share & print your 
photo library 

iTunes & iTMS 

mix up your playlists & manage your MP3's 

Garageband 

your own digital studio for loops & beats 

Mail & 

Address Book 

get on top of your inbox & syncing too 

Safari 

web browsing at it's best 

.Mac 

the perfect internet companion 



Where : Computers Now Malvern, 1465 Malvern Road 

Book now: www.compnow.com.au/training or call 9832 4600 One-on-one training also available. 
































Unwire with wireless & Skype 



( 3 * 


Airport Express 
$199 (M9470X/A) 

Enjoy your iTunes music library in virtually any 
room of your house. Share a single broadband 
Internet connection and USB printer without 
inconvenient and obtrusive cables. Create an 
instant wireless network on the go. Extend the 
range of your current wireless network. How many 
devices do you need to do all this? Just one. 




Its 



Airport Extreme Base Station 
$299 (M8799X/A) 

AirPort Extreme is the next-generation wireless 
networking solution from Apple. AirPort Extreme 
Base Stations support AirPort-enabled and AirPort 
Extreme-enabled Mac computers, as well as 
Windows PCs with Wi-Fi certified 802.11b cards 
installed. 


Airtunes 

AirPort Express with AirTunes redefines the way you listen to your music at home. It gives you the freedom to play your iTunes music through your stereo or 
powered speakers in virtually any room of your house — wirelessly. It lets you enjoy the tremendous flexibility of iTunes without being bound to your Mac or PC, 
opening up a whole new world of musical enjoyment. 



Keyspan Skype Phone 
$149 (87346) 

While most VoIP phones require you to be 
connected to your PC via a USB cable our 
Cordless VoIP phone uses a wireless signal that 
allows you to roam your house or office while 
using Skype. 





( 3 ® 


Logitech USB Headset & 

Microphone 

$69.95 (85970) 

Perfect for Skype or iChat, the USB connection 
is truly plug-and-play, and the digital audio is 
rich and crystal clear. The headset brings digital 
sound, convenience, style, and comfort together. 
Featuring movable microphone arm with noise 
cancellation. 


What is Skype? See www.skype.com 

Skype lets you make free calls over the internet to anyone else who also has the service. It's free and easy to download and use, and it works with all Mac & PC 
computers. Skype offers free global telephony and unlimited voice calls with its next-generation peer-to-peer software. Download from vwvw.skype.com 


Netgear network 


NETGEAR XE103 85 MBPS 
Wall Plug Ethernet Adaptor 
$129 (87428) 


& broadband solutions 



NETGEAR XE104 85MBPS 

Wall Plug Ethernet + 4 Port Switch 

$169 (87429) 



NETGEAR's 85 Mbps Wall-Plugged Ethernet Adapter (XE103) is the fast solution 
for extending your home network by using standard electrical outlets. It delivers 
everything you need to set up an Internet connection in any room without 
running new wires. Once it is inserted into the wall outlet, simply plug one 
XE103 into your router and another XE103 into any Ethernet ready device. 

a® 


The XE104 85 Mbps Wall-Plugged Ethernet Switch delivers everything you need 
to extend the Internet to any room in your home without having to run new 
wires. Simply plug one XE104 into your router and another XE104 (up to 4 can 
be used) to any Ethernet-ready devices. 


e3® 


NETGEAR DG834G 54 Mbps ^ 

Wireless ADSL 2 Firewall Router — i L_— — 
$179 (76585) J 


NETGEAR WGR614 54 Mbps 
Wireless ADSL Firewall Router 

$99 (76316) 



Combination ADSL modem, router, 10/100 LAN switch, 802.11g access 
point, and SPI True Firewall lets you instantly and safely download large files, 
videoconference, and distribute and play high-quality digital movies, photos, 
and MP3s. Directly connects four computers and/or printers and protects your 
network against intruders. Smart Wizard interactive install assistant guides you 
for easy setup. 



Cable/DSL 54 Mbps Wireless Router lets you experience the blazing-fast 
network wireless speeds of 54 Mbps - up to five times faster than the popular 
802.11 b wireless network. These higher speeds make it a snap to web surf, 
download large files, videoconference, stream high-quality digital movies, MP3 
music and photos and play online games. 



NETGEAR 


^ gift vouchers available ■ 
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Premium protection for laptops on the move. 



MacSIeeve Cases for 
13" MacBook 
$39.95 

Features shock protection, easy to carry, trendy, unique 
design, protects against scratches, inner lip for maximum 
protection, water resistant 

(87032 - Black, 87033 - Blue, 87034 - Orange, 87035 - Red) 



MacSIeeve Cases for 
15" MacBookPro 
$39.95 

Features shock protection, easy to carry, trendy, unique 
design, protects against scratches, inner lip for maximum 
protection, water resistant 

(87036 - Black, 87037 - Blue, 87038 - Green, 87039 - Red) 



MacUrban Case for 
15" MacBook Pro 
$84.95 

Easy to carry, trendy design, portable durable & expandable. 
Protects against scratches, water resistant, heavy duty 
zippers & velcro. 

(87046) 



PC Locs Laptop Leash 

$48 (87490) 

The PC Locs Laptop Leash now comes standard 
with a BONUS Security Anchor Plate! This add¬ 
on to the Laptop Leash is essential for you to 
have flexible security options. Avoid the on-site 
and off-site insurance complications! 

• With Security Anchor Plate Kit as standard 

• 2 unique keys provided 

• 1.7m steel cable with durable plastic coating 

• Fits security slot on your laptop 





PC Locs iMac Twin Security 
Cable iTie 

$1 19(87491) 

Matching the aesthetic appeal of the Apple iMac and 
cinema HD displays, the Twin Cable iTie'^'^ is unobtrusive 
to the eye. It delivers peace of mind and secures your 
valuable iMac or display, and most importantly your data. 

• Greater protection than using in-built security slots 

• Dual cable locking system 

• 133 strand stainless steel cable 

• Desk stud included 





Sto' - protecting your digital cargo 


evolution 

$149.95 (13-)/ $159.95 (15*) 
STM's latest backpack features 
removable iPod pocket, organiser and 
rain cover. Equipped with maximum 
laptop protection. 

Suits the 13"MB and 15"MB Pro. 


alley 

$79.95 (13-)/$89.95(15-) 

Shoulder bag with padded laptop 
section and separate section for oil 
your documents. 

Suits 13"MB and 15"MB Pro. 


glove 

$49.95 (all sizes) 

Snug neoprene sleeve, fits over 
laptops and protects against dust and 
scratches. Comes in 3 sizes to fit all 
current apple notebooks. 


convertible 

$99.95 (17-) 

Combination shoulder bag with tuck 
away backpack straps. 

Laptop protection with o separate 
section for folders and documents. 
Suits 1 7" MB Pro. 


sports 2 

$129.95 (15-) 

Features an ergonomic harness system 
and a unique suspended padded cell 
for your notebook. Filled with essential 
features for your active lifestyle! 

Suits the 15" MB Pro. 


cargo 

$139.95 (13-)/$159.95(15-) 
The perfect combination of style and 
function. Removable laptop sleeve 
and cable case. 

Suits 13"MB and 15"MB Pro. 


eclipse 

$149.95(15-) 

Backpack with separate laptop 
section, with loads of extra space for 
cables, books, gym gear and gadgets. 
Suits 15"MB Pro. 


brink 

$79.95 (13-)/ $89.95 (15-)/ 
$99.95 (17-) 

Slim line bog with spoce for cables 
and notes. Available in 3 sizes - 
smoll to fit 13'‘MB, medium to fit 
15”MB Pro and large to fit 1 7"MB Pro. 


loft 

$89.95 (13-)/ $99.95 (i5-) 

Laptop protection with sleek, urban 
styling! Full sized pockets for folders 
and all your documents. 

Suits 13“MBand 15"MB Pro. 


rebound 

$59.95 (all sizes) 

Protect your notebook from bumps and 
scratches. Mode from high resistance 
polyurethane foam. Comes in 3 sizes 
to fit all current Apple notebooks. 
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LaCie Storage 



LaCie d2 Hard Drive Extreme 
USB 2.0, FireWire 400, FireWire 800 

250GB.$359. NOW $319 (83057) 

500GB.$549 (72613) 

This trusted, popular ingeniously designed drive 
now offers higher capacities, triple interface 
(FireWire 800, FireWire 400 & Hi-Speed USB 2.0) 
and Extreme speed, making it ideal for professional 
audio/video editing, graphic design and system 
backups. 



LaCie Porsche Firewire 

FireWire 400 

160GB.$229 (75114) 

250GB.$279 (77090) 

LaCie has teamed up with the renowned design 
agency Porsche Design GmbH to create this family 
of hard drives. With these drives now you've got 
a stylish place to put all of your music, videos and 
data. Set up is quick and easy. Within seconds the 
LaCie Hard Drive is ready to start sharing on either 
Macs or PCs. 



LaCie Skwarim 
Hi-Speed USB 2.0 

30GB Pink .$269 (84717) 

60GB Blue.$349 (84719) 

For high portable capacity in the palm of your 
hand, use the USB 2.0 bus-powered LaCie Skwarim 
-the original creation of world-renowned designer 
Karim Rashid - in sizes up to 60GB. 




Solutions 



LaCie d2 Big Disk Extreme 

USB 2.0, FireWire 400, FireWire 800 

1TB .$999 (84938) 

The combination of Extreme speed, massive 
capacity and triple interface connectivity (FireWire 
800, FireWire 400, USB 2.0) makes this plug & play 
drive ideal for audio/video professionals who desire 
a built-in RAID 0 performance and up to 1TB of 
impressive portable storage. 



LaCie Rugged All-Terrain Hard Drive 

FireWire 800/400 & USB 2.0 


80GB.$299 (84942) 

100GB.$399 (84365) 

120GB.$429 (85178) 


Protect your valuable data with this ultra-portable 
Triple Interface storage solution, designed with 
a tough metal casing and shock-resistant rubber 
bumper for extra data protection along the road of 
your adventures. 



LaCie d2 DVD±RW 
with LightScribe 16x 

FireWire, Double Layer and Toast® 7 
Titanium for Mac 
$269 (83639) 

This 16x dual format drive with Double Layer 
features FireWire and Toast 7 Titanium software for 
Mac users. Now with LightScribe technology, the 
same laser that burns data onto discs can easily 
burn precise professional-quality custom designs 
directly onto the label side of your CDs and DVDs. 


<^iig 

made for ideas 



LaCie d2 Bigger Disk Extreme 
USB 2.0, FireWire 400, FireWire 800 

2TB .$1,799 (85495) 

Now equipped with FireWire 800, FireWire 400 
and Hi-Speed USB 2.0 interface connections, this 
universal drive offers the largest storage capacity 
available (up to 2TB), a built-in RAID 0 array, and 
the fastest throughput via FireWire 800 - making it 
the ultimate choice for audio/video professionals or 
anyone looking for huge backup/storage capacity. 



LaCie mini Hard Drive & Hub 
USB 2.0 & FireWire 400 

250GB.$329. NOW $279 (83708) 

500GB.$529. NOW $489 (85132) 

Specially designed to stack perfectly with your 
Apple Mac mini (see page 11), this companion hard 
drive & HUB helps you store much more music, 
photos, videos and files and connect all of your 
hardware peripherals at once with Hi-Speed USB 
2.0, FireWire, and multiple hub ports. 



LaCie Porsche Mobile Hard Drive 

FireWire 400 & USB 2.0 


80GB.$269 (79006) 

100GB.$299 (82180) 

120GB.$329 (87261) 


Made with a durable exterior to withstand life on 
the go, this stylish, compact drive lets you safely 
travel with your data. Since this portable drive is 
USB & FireWire bus-powered, no cumbersome AC 
adapter is required. There is also no software to 
configure on Windows XP and Mac OS X because 
it's driver-free. Pre-formatted forMac or PC. 
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Print > Scan > Fax 



Epson STYLUS C79 

$89 (86843) 

Extended warranty (3 years total) (87372) $59 


Epson STYLUS PHOTO R230 
$179 (83829) 

Extended warranty (3 years total) (87372) $59 



EPSON 

VISION 


Epson STYLUS PHOTO R390 
$299 NOW $269 (87635) 

Extended warranty (3 years total) $89 


• 4 Individual Colour Ink Cartridges 

• Speedy 22 Pages Per Minute 

• Revolutionary Pigment Ink 

• A4 Border Free Printing 


Plus a BONUS Paper 
Pack valued at $119 



Epson STYLUS PHOTO R1800 
$1,299 NOW $1,149 (8i7i7) 

• 8 Individual Color Ink Cartridges 

• A3+ Printing & A3+ Border Free Printing 

• UltraChrome Hi-Gloss Ink 

• Print directly onto compatible CD's or DVD's 

• BONUS Starter Paper Pack valued at $119 
Redeemed thru Epson website for purchases 
made between 1st Nov & 31st Dec 2006 only. 

• vvww.clubepson.com.au for full details. 

• Offer also available on R2400 


• 6 Individual Colour Ink Cartridges 

• Print directly onto compatible CD's or DVD's 

• A4 Border Free Printing 

• Outstanding Photo Quality Prints 



Epson Multifunction CX5700F 
$319 (85372) 

Extended warranty (3 years total) $79 (85566) 

Perfect multi-function for the home and office. 

• Printer/Fax/Scanner 

• Standalone colour / black-&-white photocoping 

• Individual ink cartridges 

• 5760 X 1440 Optimised dpi 

• Vibrant photos on plain or specialty papers 

• Border Free edge-to-edge photo printing 


• 3.5" Colour Preview Screen 

• 5760 Optimised DPI 

• Mulitple Card Slots for true PC free printing 

• 6 Individual Ink Cartridges 

• Print directly onto compatible CDs or DVDs 

• True Border Free Edge to edge printing 



Epson Perfection VI00 Scanner 
$249 (86783) 

• 3200 X 9600dpi Optical Resolution 

• Silver Slimline Design 

• Versatile Film Scanning 

• Superb Light Sensitivity. 


WACO/\ 


Graphics tablet options for everyone 



Wacom Graphire4 
6"x 8" White USB Tablet 

$289 (83390) Call for education pricing 


Wacom Graphire 

6"x 8“ Bluetooth Tablet 

$399 (86521) Call for education pricing 


Wacom lntuos3 
9"x 12" USB Tablet 

$749 (79166) Call for education pricing 


The Graphire4 pen tablet gives you the precision 
and control to improve contrasts, remove 
unwanted details, correct exposure problems, 
enhance colours and much more, but only where 
the editing is really needed! You can't do that 
with automatic photo filters. Great looking photos 
demand the power of the pen tablet! 


There is nothing like the clean simplicity of wireless. 
Now you can enjoy this freedom with all the 
powerful features of a Wacom pen tablet with the 
Graphire3 Bluetooth. From photos and videos to 
graphic design and art, wireless creativity is yours. 


The A4 tablet size is perfect to provide a 1:1 
mapping ratio for most monitors and is ideal for 
artistic styles that need full arm motion. It features 
ExpressKeys and Touch Strips on both sides of the 
active area. Comes with the cordless and battery- 
free lntuos3 Grip Pen and the ball-free mouse. 


For more Wacom Pro tablets see page 29. Call us for Wacom Education pricing 
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Complete your Creative Suite 




§ AD0BEACR0BAT8 
g professional COMMUNICAl 
I AND COLLABORATE WITH THE 
0 ESSENTIAL PDF SOLUTION 



Adobe 


Adobe Creative Suite 2.3 Premium 
$27499 NOW $1,999 (87052) 


Adobe Acrobat 8 

$799 NOW $699 Professional (Mac 87558 Win 87665) 


Creative Suite 2.3 Premiunn software is a unified design environment 
that combines full new versions of Adobe Photoshop CS2, Illustrator 
CS2, InDesign CS2, Dreamweaver 8, and Acrobat 8.0 Professional 
software with new Version Cue CS2, Adobe Bridge, and Adobe Stock 
Photos. Delivering the next level of integration in creative software, 
Adobe Creative Suite 2 enables you to realize your ideas anywhere 
— in print, on the Web, or on mobile devices. a 

Prem UPG - Mac (From vl.X Prem) $999 (87494) Q IMg 

Prem UPG - Mac (from v2.0 Prem only) $289.00 (87495) 


Adobe® Acrobat® 8 Professional software enables business 
professionals to reliably create, combine, and control Adobe PDF 
documents for easy, more secure distribution, collaboration, and data 
collection. Protect sensitive information with passwords, permissions, 
and digital signatures. Enable users of Adobe Reader® software 
(version 7.0 or 8) to participate in document reviews, fill and save 
forms, and digitally sign documents. 







Adobe Photoshop CS2 
$4745© NOW $965 (81621) 

Adobe Photoshop CS2, the professional 
image-editing standard & leader of the 
Photoshop digital imaging line, delivers 
more of what you crave. Groundbreaking 
creative tools help you achieve 
extraordinary results. Unprecedented 
adaptability lets you custom-fit 
Photoshop to the way you work. With 
more efficient editing, processing, & file 
handling, there's no slowing you down. 
Adobe Photoshop CS2 Upgrade $265 (81623) 



Adobe Dreamweaver 8 
$790 NOW $649 (84806) 

The industry-leading web development 
tool, enabling users to efficiently design, 
develop and maintain standards-based 
websites and applications. 

Adobe Dreamweaver 8 EDU 
$329 (84406) 

Adobe Dreamweaver 8 UPG 
$349 (85615) 



^ "s 


Adobe Web Bundle 
$37735 NOW $2,999 (85601) 

The Adobe Web Bundle includes 
Macromedia Studio 8, the essential 
solution for web design and 
development, with the unified design 
environment of Adobe Creative Suite 
2 Premium software. Now with one 
package, you can design, develop, 
manage, and maintain rich, interactive 
experiences for easy delivery to millions 
of viewers on the web, on mobile 
devices, and in print using industry 
standards Flash and Adobe PDF. 



^Adobe 

lotoshop 
ElementS4.o 


a* 


Adobe Web Bundle EDU $899 (84147) 
Adobe Web Bundle UPG $1,499 (85100) 


Adobe Photoshop Elements 
$475 NOW $169 (MAC 84964, WIN 87590) 

$99 Education (WIN 87591) 

Transform your digital photos like a pro. 
Adobe Photoshop Elements 5 software 
combines power and simplicity so you 
can do more with your photos. Instantly 
fix flaws or adjust color and lighting 
with new advanced controls. Quickly 
drop your photos into customizable 
layouts and show off your creativity with 
dynamic web photo galleries created 
using Flash® technology. And view 
all your photos and video clips in one 
convenient place. 

Windows version 5.0 / Mac version 4.0 
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MYOB Business Management Software 



MYOB FirstEdge 

Easy business and 
accounting software 
from Australia's leading 
business management 
software provider. 


MYOB FirstEdge vl.1 

$149 (87040) 


Easy business and accounting software for small or home-based business on 
the Mac. Run all your basic management tasks from the one easy business 
program. MYOB FirstEdge simplifies the way you quote, track and invoice 
your jobs, simultaneously tracking your transactions and GST, and providing 
you with over 70 reports to help you understand your business. 









0 


Integrated business and 
inventory management ; ' " " 

software built for Mac 

^ -^ 

ffi' 

AccountEdge 



MYOB AccountEdge 

Business, payroll and 
inventory management 
software from Australia's 
leading business 
management software 
provider 


MYOB AccountEdge v6 

$595 (87044) 

Business management software for Mac users. MYOB AccountEdge gives 
you the power to manage even the most complex medium-sized business, 
with a powerful multiple pricing level inventory, multiple currency transaction 
functionality, integrated payroll, and more. 


Security Software for your Mac from Intego 

Simple, fast and non-intrusive security solutions for your Mac. 




Net 

earri^" 



BONUS: VirusBarrier & NetBarrier Bundle 

SAVE $79 NOW $119 , 8 . 703 , 


VirusBarrier 

$99 (83696) 



NetBarrier 

$99 (85148) 


Intego VirusBarrier X4 is the simple, fast and non- 
intrusive antivirus security solution for Macintosh 
computers, by Intego, the leading publisher of 
personal security software for Macintosh. It offers 
thorough protection against viruses of all types, 
coming from infected files or applications, whether 
on CD-ROMs, DVDs or other removable media, 
or on files downloaded over the Internet or other 
types of networks. 


Simple: The easiest to use antivirus program. 

Fast: Intego VirusBarrier X4 does not slow down your computer. 

Non-intrusive: VirusBarrier X4 will not constantly ask you about "suspicious" 
activity. 


Intego NetBarrier X4 protects your computer from 
intrusions by constantly filtering all the activity that 
enters and leaves through the Internet or a network. 
Intego NetBarrier X4 protects you from thieves, 
hackers and intruders, and warns you automatically if 
any suspicious activity occurs. 


Antivandal: A powerful guardian for your computer. 

Personal Firewall: Filters data as it enters and leaves your computer. 

Privacy Protection: Filters data to ensure that no sensitive information leaves 
your computer. 
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Kids Edutainment titles 



Hi-5 Create, 
Paint & Play 
$12.95 (87426) 
Ages 3 + 


"s 



The Wiggles - A 
Day with The 
Wiggles 
$29.95 (10433) 

Ages 3 to 7 



The Wiggles - 
Wiggly Party 
$29.95 (74669) 
Ages 3 + 


Game On! Best sellers 



Age of Empires 3 
$89.95 (87452) 

Set foot on the battlefield. 
With a host of new units 
including the mighty War 
Chief, and new ways to 
play and win the game. 



X-Plane V8 Mac 
OSX DVD Deluxe 
$1 1 9.95 (86183) 

X-Plane is the world's 
most comprehensive, 
powerful flight simulator, 

& the most realistic flight 
modeling available for 
personal computers. 



Command & 
Conquer Generals 
Deluxe 
$74.95 (85202) 

Includes Zero Expansion Pack. 
Put your trigger finger on the 
pulse of modern warfare. 



Quake 4 

$64.95 (85037) 

Quake 4 possesses the 
classic id-style multiplayer, 
wed with one of the best 
single-player campaigns 
to ever grace a Quake 
game. 



Civilization 4 
$64.95 (86016) 

Civilization IV comes to 
life like never before. 
Warlords Expansion Pack 
$44.95 (87449) 

Buy both & Save $10 

$1 0 9 .90 $99.90 



Cars Radiator 
Springs Adventures 
$39.95 (85820) 

Action-packed challenges & 
adventure through Radiator 
Springs with Lightning 
McQueen and your favorite 
movie characters. 


CAUDUTY 

. . ■■ 








ASPYK AOiVISoM. 


Call of Duty 2 

$64.95 (85199) 

Save Europe from the 
Nazi war machine. 
Includes a complete walk 
through and plenty of tips 
for your online play. 








The Sims 2 

$64.95 (82069) 

The classic Sim game 

Expansion Packs 
$49.95 each 

University (83866) 

Nightlife (85207) 

Open For Business (86304) 
Pets - see right (87450) 



The Sims 2 Pets 
Expansion Pack 
$49.95 (87450) 

Your favourite Sims style 
game, only you get to own 
and look after your favourite 
pets too. 


Effective & Essential Mac Software 



Toast 7 

$139 (83028) 
Sophisticated backup and 
burning Solution. 
CD/DVD/MP3 + more. 

Popcorn 2 
$1 1 9.95 (86551) 

Convert movies to iPod, PSP 
&3GP 




Fast Track 
Schedule 9 
$564795 
NOW $529 

(86141 Mac, 86186 Windows) 
Awesome project management 
software, FastTrack Schedule 9 
has the right tools to help you 
plan smartly, work efficiently, and 
achieve project goals. Integrates 
with Microsoft project. 



FileMaker Pro 8.5 
$499 (86285) 

Manage people, projects, 
and more the easy way. 

FileMaker Pro 8 Upgrade 

$299 (87350) 

FileMaker Pro 8 Education 

$249 (86287) 
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Micmsoft 


Simply purchase Microsoft Office 2004 for Mac and 
receive a BONUS $99 Wireless Notebook Laser Mouse 
6000 or a $50 cash back from Microsoft. 

It's your choice. 


x.'-.'S'S 


Microsoft Office 2004 for Mac 

Entourage, Excel, PowerPoint, Word, 

Windows Media Player, Remote Desktop Connection & more. 

Office 2004 for Mac Student & Teacher edition'*'( 77607 ) $249 
Office 2004 for Mac Standard edition (77605) $649 

Office 2004 for Mac Upgrade (776O6) $399 

t For non commercial use. 



In business? Then why not ask us about Microsoft Office for 5 workstations or more. 
Call our Sth Melb or Nth Sydney branches and speak to a licensing specialist. 


*Cashback or mouse via Microsoft redemption. Offer valid from 1 st Nov 2006 to 12th Feb 2007. See form instore for all details. 
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Run Windows XP Pro on your Intel Mac 



Have the best of both worlds. 


$145.95 


(86198) 


Parallels- 

'^esIrtopforMac 


Introducing Parallels Desktop™ for 
Mac, innovative software that lets 
you run any version of Windows* at 
blazing speed, right alongside Mac 
OS X. And, best of all, no rebooting is 
required! Now it's easy to run literally 
thousands of Windows applications 
like Access, Project, Money, Internet 
Explorer, ACT! and more all on your 
Mac and all while running OS X. 

Parallels Desktop is a must have for any Intel Mac owner. 


Fast! Run Windows at blazing speed. 

Powerful! Run Windows and OS X side-by-side on your 


Mac either inside a window or at full-screen. 

• Easy! Set up a "virtual machine" with a simple wizard driven interface. 

• Convenient! Copy and paste data and share files between Windows X 

• Flexible! Run multiple virtual machines at once - Windows, Linux, Solaris'^'^ and more. 
No hard drive partitioning is required. 



*Windows operating system sold separately. 

Boot Camp 

Macs do windows too. 

More and more people are buying and loving Macs. To make this choice simply irresistible, Apple will 
include technology in the next major release of Mac OS X, Leopard, that lets you install and run the 
Windows XP operating system on your Mac. Called Boot Camp, you can download a public beta today. 



Put Windows on your Mac! 
Windows XP Pro Bundle. 
$349 installed 


Purchase any intel Mac and have 
Boot Camp Beta, Windows XP Pro"^ 
and Norton AntiVirus 2007 fully installed prior 
to delivery. 


Includes: 

- Windows XP Pro OEM'!’ (boxed product shown) (83811), 

- Norton Anti Virus 2007 (87496), 

- Quality Assurance Installation (TS-BCB) 



Windows XP Pro 
OEM+ $275 (83811) 



Windows XP Pro 
Full Version $479 (82087) 


tBoxed product shown. OEM software can only be purchased with a computer. 

































Expert professional audio tools & advice 


Call or visit Computers Now South Yarra 






MBOX 2 Factory 
$780 (83532) 

The extremely popular next- 
generation USB-powered audio/MIDI 
production system 


M-Audio 49e USB Midi 

Keyboard 

$249 (80399) 

The Keystation 49e is the perfect USB 
MIDI controller keyboard for getting 
started with music on your Mac 



Logic Pro 7.2 
$1,499 (MA328Z/A) 

The industry-leading application for 
music creation and audio production 
from Apple. 


Logic Express 7.2 
$499 (MA603Z/A) 

A step up from GarageBand for 
aspiring musicians, producers and 
composers without breaking the 
bank. 


Samson C01U USB Mic 
$199 (87252) 

For the first time ever, musicians who 
record music on Macs have a simple, 
affordable way to capture high- 
quality vocal and acoustic instrument 
performances. 



Reason 3.0 

$749 83386, Upgrade $199 83441 
Reason 3.0 is a virtual studio rack with all 
the tools & instruments you need to turn 
your ideas into music. It's more than just 
a set of excellent synths and effects. It's a 
complete music system. 


Fostex Speakers 
From $499 

The ideal choice for nearfield monitoring. 
PM0.4 86214 $499 

PM0.5 82230 $749 

PM0.5 Sub 83282 $699 

PM01 82233 $999 

PM02 82234 $1,199 



Ableton Live 6 
$949 (87306) 




Ableton Uve is the only solution 
designed for each stage of the musical 
process, from creation to production to 
performance. EDU 87323 $599 


External RAID, Hard Drives, cases, and options 



SATA Xpress external case 
$229 (87012) 

Dual bay case with 2 year warranty and triple 
connection : Firewire 400 / 800 / USB 2.0. 

This best seller can store up to 1.5TB. Call for hard 
drive pricing. 



SOHOTANK ST3620 case 
$369 NOW $349 (86514) 

Dual bay case with 2 year warranty triple 
connection and RAID options. Firewire 400 / 800 / 
USB 2.0. Can store up to 1.5TB - call for hard drive 
pricing. 



SOHO RAID SR6600 case 
$2389 (87644) 

5 bay SATA case with 2 year warranty and optional 
hardware RAID 5 redundancy. These can store up 
to 3.75TB. Perfect for digital video solutions - call 
for hard drive pricing. 



SOHO RAID SR3610 case 
$649> NOW $599 (87645) 

Dual bay case with 2 year warranty double 
connection and RAID options. Firewire 800 / USB 
2.0. Case only. Can store up to 1.5TB - call for hard 
drive pricing. 



Daisycutter external hard drives 
60GB $359 NOW $239 (82738) 
100GB $365 NOW $279 (82661) 

Classic mobile hard drive design for back-up or 
storage with USB 2.0 / FW400. See pi6 for $40 off 
.Mac offer when buying an external hard drive. 



Clearlight external hard drives 
80GB $235 NOW $249 (82738) 
120GB $399 NOW $319 (82661) 

Trendy mobile hard drive design for back-up or 
storage with USB 2.0 / FW400. See page 16 for $40 
off .Mac offer when buying an external hard drive. 
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Professional Solutions for Video Professionals 


ICORP 



Need a high quality SD/HD post production system? 

Here are two amazing bundles. We can tailor a solution for any video scenario. 


Final Cut Studio SD/HD 15" MacBook Pro 
Mobile online production system 

An online mobile editing system in a Bag: 

• 2.16GHz MacBook Pro 15" (160GB HD / 2GB RAM / DL DVD Burner/etc) 

• 500GB External storage system 

• Apple Mighty mouse 

• Final Cut Pro KeyCaps coloured editors keyboard 

• Final Cut Studio Universal 5.1 

• Crumpler bag that holds everything 

• All software setup, installed and tested. 

Total Investment: only $6,349 

(less for education and KCP customers) 


Final Cut Pro online uncompressed 
HD/SD production system 

A complete online HD or SD production system - just add a monitor and deck 

• 2.66GHz Mac Pro Dual Core Xeon workstation 

• Upgraded to 4GB RAM & 512MB fast ATI XI900 Graphics Card 

• 2 X Apple 20" Wide Screen Cinema Displays 

• Final Cut Studio Universal 5.1 4*^!^ 

• Decklink HD Extreme - SD & HD with analogue and SDI I/O 

• 2 TB TeraStore external media storage 

(1.5 TB usable when configured as a RAID 5 with mechanism redundancy) 

• Edirol MA15D Self powered audio speakers with dual inputs 

• Final Cut Pro KeyCaps coloured editors keyboard 

• Cables for your installation 

• All software setup, installed and tested. 


Total Investment: only $14,749 

(less for education and KCP customers) 


Broadcast video systems - Xsan server storage - Broadcast monitors - Video decks & cameras - Studio systems. 
We can help you with the most cost effective system for your needs. Call us today. 


TeraStore 
Final Cut Pro 





storage systems^ 

$3,399 for 2TB 
$5,499 for 4TB 

Fault tolerant storage for Mac Pro or G5 systenns that support 
qualities up to unconnpressed FID online. 2 TB RAID systems (1.5 TB 
usable space) that can withstand a drive failure without losing your 
data. 200MB+ per second bandwidth. Includes card & installation. 


Apple Xsan collaborative storage 

We are certified Apple Xsan Fibre Channel experts. We excel in 
storage for video systems and servers, having installed many systems. 
Xsan provides shared storage and high bandwidth for SD and FID 
video, that can be served to non Fibre 
connected laptop & desktop systems. All 
connected systems can work on the same 
project and media at the same time. Great 
productivity! Call us for a free workflow 
analysis and system design today. 



icorp Pro Video 

icorp Pro Video have been providing video production solutions for over 10 
years, specialising in Media 100, Apple Final Cut Pro and Avid, icorp have 
a wealth of experience and integration knowledge. Specialising in SAN 
shared media storage systems, DVD production systems and whole "turnkey" 
installations and support. 


A SELECTION OF THE RANGE WE SUPPLY & SUPPORT: 


SONY 


Blackmagicdesign i 


kik VIDEO SYSTEMS INC 


We draw on a large base of experience and support, and have access to 
priority stock, experienced trained Apple technicians, and the best pricing. 
We install Final Cut Pro systems for professional broadcast applications every 
week, and are the largest reseller of Black Magic video products in Australia. 
We don't just supply the edit system, but all your video equipment, cameras 
and expert advice too. Plus expert support from cameras to post. 


Canon ^Suu 

microsystems invent 


Computers Now - icorp 
South Melbourne 03 9684 3633 
North Sydney 02 9951 7979 


www.icorp.com.au 
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Professional Printing Solutions for the Creative In 


Epson Stylus Pro 3800 - Professional Inkjet Printer 

Buy an Epson 3800 from Computers Now between 1st 
December 2006 & 1st March 2007 and go in the running to 
win the entire purchase price of your Epson 3800 in Epson 
ink & paper consumables! For full terms & conditions see our 
website www.icorp.com.au/epson# 

Epson STYLUS PRO 3800 from $2,195 plus a chance to win! 


The new innovative and 
inexpensive professional A2 
printer for photographers & 
designers, even small business, 
from the trusted name in wide- 
format printers & consumables. 


Auto Switch between Matte & Photo Black 
2880 X 1440clpi nnaximum print resolution 
17" Wide (A2+) Cut Sheet 
8 colours (9 inks on printer) 

3 paper feeding paths 
Accepts up to 1.5mm thick media 
8 X 80ml inks included 
Free delivery to VIC/NSW metro 
2 year extended warranty 
(3 years total) Add $550 



Epson STYLUS PRO 4800 
from $2,995 

• Was $37294- 

• 1 X Epson Premium Lustre Photo Paper 
406mm x 30.5m 

• 8 X 110ml inks included 

• EFI Designer Edition RIP Demo Software 
included. 

• Free delivery to VIC/NSW metro 

• 2 year Extended warranty 
(3 years total) Add $1,210 



Epson STYLUS PRO 7800 
from $5,395 

• Was $57495- 

• 1 X Epson Premium Lustre Photo Paper 
24" X 30.5m 

• 8 X 110ml inks included 

• 7800 printer stand 

• EFI Designer Edition RIP Demo Software 
included. 

• Free delivery to VIC/NSW metro 

• 2 year Extended warranty 
(3 years total) Add $1,760 



Epson STYLUS PRO 9800 
from $10,895 

• Was $11,2 95 

• 1 X Epson Premium Lustre Photo Paper 
44" X 30.5m 

• 8 X 110ml inks included 

• 9800 printer stand & paper basket 

• EFI Designer Edition RIP Demo Software 
included. 

• Free delivery to VIC/NSW metro 

• 2 year Extended warranty 
(3 years total) Add $2,580 


Epson Gold Seal Consumables Colour Management Experts 

We stock & supply a full range of Epson Pro Graphics consumables • u i xa/ 

\ . If you want to solve your colour issues, we can help. We 

from paper to full ink sets & maintenance tanks. specialise in technology for all creative professionals, including: 


80ml inks $99 Suits 3800 

11 0ml inks $121 Suits 4000, 4400, 7400, 7600, 7800, 9400, 9600, 9800 

220ml inks $198 Suits 4000, 4400, 7400, 7600, 7800, 9400, 9600, 9800 


EPSON 

EXCEED YOUR VISION 


''Prize drawn on Monday 12th March 2007. 

For full terms & details see www.icorp.com.au/epson 


Hard and Soft Digital Proofing 

Professional Digital Photography & Digital Input 

Colour Management Workflow 

PDF Workflow Automation 

Digital Asset Management 

Apple, Windows & Sun Workstations, Servers & Storage 
Consulting, Integration, Installation & Training 
Ongoing Support including Service Level Agreements 


A 
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Graphic Artist Solutions for Creative Professionals 


QuarkXPress 7 & Wacom Pro Tablets 

The industry-leading software & hardware for design and layout 



Authorized 

Reseller 

Quark 



Quark Interactive 
Designer 
$199 (87602) 

Share content and publish print, 
Web, and Flash® pieces all from 
within QuarkXPress® 7. 


Quark Print Collection 

$539 (87603 Passport edition) 
Create press-ready impositions 
from within QuarkXPress 7 and 
Adobe Acrobat 7. 


QuarkXPress 7 
$47499 NOW $1,449 

(Win 86291, Mac 85777) 

EDUCATION $249 NOW $229 

(WIN 86513, MAC 86486) eligibility proof required 

UPGRADE $499 NOW $479 (85737) 
upgrade from version 3.0 & higher 

QuarkXPress 7 gives you amazing creativity and 
rock-solid productivity. 


Wacom Cintiq DTZ-2100 
$3B9© NOW $3,799(87471) 

The Cintiq DTZ-2100 Interactive Pen Display is 
your perfect instrument for working in creative 
digital applications 

• programmable ExpressKeys & Touch Strips 

• increased sensitivity & pen tilt sensitivity 

• compatibility with lntuos3 devices and 
accessories 


Stretch out with Eizo Monitors - for imaging professionals 


ColourEdge CG211 21.3" LCD 
$3,630 or $38 p/wk* (87119) 

Ideal for soft proofing, the CG211 offers 12-bit 
hardware calibration and uniform brightness 
& colour across the screen. It also comes with 
unique usability features including hardware- 
based support for portrait mode, (hood 
included) 


FlexScan L997 21.3" LCD 
$2,630 or $28 p/wk* (87353) 

Graphics professionals will welcome the FlexScan 
L997’s superb image quality, operational 
versatility and wide range of image and colour 
control capabilities. An EIZO custom-developed 
integrated circuit supports advanced functions 
like automatic rotation, (hood sold separately) 
$250 Viewing hood. 


w 


Additional Eizo monitors including the industry leading Adobe RGB model can be found at www.icorp.com.au 


izu 


Wacom DTI-520 

$1,650(86520) 

Interactive Pen Display combines an LCD monitor 
with a Wacom tablet. This gives you a direct point- 
and-draw-on-screen interface that can be used 
with a PC or Macintosh computer. 

• high resolution SXGA 15" TFT LCD 

• cordless & battery-free pen 

• 512 levels of Pressure Sensitivity 


FlexScan $241OW 24.1" LCD 
$2,420 or $26 p/wk* (87011) 

This widescreen monitor offers graphic artists, 
gamers, and CAD users extensive horizontal 
screen space, smooth playback of moving 
images, and brightness equivalent to an LCD TV. 

$299 Wide-screen viewing hood. 


FlexScan SI931 19" LCD. 

$995 or $11 p/wk* 

Detailed colour control including white point, 
gamma, hue and saturation, as well as an 8ms 
response time makes this Eizo a great all- 
rounder at a great price, (hood sold separately) 

$250 Viewing hood. 


E 


5 Year 


Warranty 


Computers Now - icorp 
South Melbourne 03 9684 3633 
North Sydney 02 9951 7979 
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Introducing Compnow 

For personal & corporate technology 

Call 1300 66 55 86 

Compnow Finance 

Since 1991, Computers Now has grown into one of Australia's largest 
Apple resellers. We are very pleased to announce the introduction 
of Compnow Finance. The launch of Compnow Finance means that 
our customers now can have a finance solution put together which 
best suits them. Whether an individual, or a small, medium or large 
business, Compnow Finance tailors a package to best suit your needs. 


Finance options available include 

• Salary Sacrifice - tax effective rental solutions. 

• RentNow - rental packages to suit your lifestyle. 

• Flexible end of term - own or upgrade! 

• Business Solutions - building the right solution for your business. 

• Pre-approvals - call 1300 66 55 86 for approval in minutes & then 
go shopping! 


Two special introductory offers 

Celebrating the launch, we are offering two special bonus offers for 
all customers who purchase their technology needs using Compnow 
Finance between 1st December 2006 & 

1st February 2007. 



Finance up to $3,500 & you will 
receive a 2GB iPod nano 
valued at $219/ 



Finance over $3,500 & you will 
receive a Canon 6 Megapixel IXUS 
60 digital camera valued at $449.^ 


Features of Compnow Finance include 


One stop shopping 

Get all your equipment and finance from Computers Now. We can 
answer all your questions! 


No Deposit 

Compnow Finance offers 100% financing; no money is needed up 
front. There are no set-up costs or down payments 


Free your cash flow 

Don't tie up your money in expensive equipment. Pay a fraction of 
the upfront costs in monthly repayments and free up your capital 
to invest or save. 


Forget out of date equipment 

Now you can always have the latest plasma screen, computers, 
cameras or appliances. Easy upgrade mid and end-lease 
arrangements make sure your equipment stays ahead of the pack. 
Often you get brand new models at the same price, or less, than 
your original monthly payments. 


Get everything you need to work and play 

With our handy bundling option you can add on powerful 
accessories like a printer, scanner or digital camera from as little as 
$1 a week, so you'll always have the right tools for the job. 


Predictable costs 

Your Compnow Finance monthly payments are fully fixed for 
the length of their contracts, allowing you to accurately forecast 
expenses. 


Why Rentnow? 

You can have what you want when you 

want, for just a few dollars a week! 

• If you need equipment for your home or business, why wait? Get 
everything you need now with Compnow Finance. Whether for 
home or corporate use, renting your MacBook, iMacs, iPods, 
MacPros, printers, cameras and projectors makes perfect sense. 

• With no money upfront and single monthly payments, it's the 
easy way to get all the latest gear you need, without blowing 
the budget. Our easy upgrade options mean you can always be 
right-up-to-date with the latest equipment. 


Call 1300 66 55 86 for pre-approval 
in minutes & then go shopping! 


Finance & Special Offer Terms: 

For finance deals between $2,000 & $3,500 a 2GB iPod nano valued at 
$219 will be included. For finance deals over $3,500, a Canon IXUS 60 
6 Megapixel camera with 2.5" LCD display, valued at $449 will be 
included. Based on 36 month rental finance to approved Customers. 
Conditions apply. Offers end 1st February 2007. E&OE. 
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Computers Now : Service & Integration 


Get your servicing & repairs done 
by the largest team of trained 
Apple experts in the country... 

Whether you have a problem, or just need some friendly service 
and advice, the Computer's Now Service and Integration team 
have the skill and expertise to cater for all your servicing needs. 

With 35 technical staff in our team you can always be sure to 
receive the best advice, fastest turn around times and answers to 
even the most challenging of problems. 

Computers Now specialise in warranty & non warranty service and 
repairs from iPods to Xserves. Our team can also help you with 
complex installations, support agreements, home/office wireless 
and IT planning. 

No matter how large or small the task we have the Apple certified 
experts and knowledge required - including disaster recovery and 
premium guaranteed response times for systems that you simply 
cannot afford to have down. 


• Platinum Apple Service 
Centre 

• Certified iPod Repair Centre 

• Microsoft certified Partner 

• Cisco Gold Partner 

• Free courier service for 
education institutions 



Do you need help with your 
home computer setup? 

$165 Onsite Installation special! 

We offer a 2 hour onsite install & overview of any new 
computer purchased through Computers Now. Covers 
internet connections, printer setup, even data transfer. 
Additional charges apply for installations exceeding 2 hour. 
Limited to 25km CBD radius. 

Ask in-store for more information 

TS-HOMEINSTALL 


_/ 

Apple Platinum Service Centre 



Computers Now repair all 
iPod models (except shuffles) 
whether it is in or out of 
warranty. 


Ask for a repair quote or 
warranty check today. 


See page 3 for iPod Trade-ins 


Computers Now : Short-term Mac Hire 


r 



We have available: 

- Storage for uncompressed and HD quality 

- Blackmagic Video cards 

- Pro video & audio monitoring 

- Apple Xsan collaborative storage systems 

- Laptop systems 

- Support, Installation & Delivery 


! 


Daily - Weekly - Monthly 
Call 03 9684 3650 

hire@compnow.com.au 


Intel Macs now available, as well as 
a selection of PowerPC based G4 & 
G5 machines for legacy applications. 




Daily to Monthly or specifically tailored 
rates across the Macintosh range. From low-end 
personal, to high-end workstations, software, and 
displays. 


Specialising in emergency, short-term, 

and project based Final Cut Pro video system hire. 


Onsite installation and setup options available. 
Please contact us today on 03 9684 3650. 


























Computers Now Locations 



Store Manager 


North Sydney 

222 Pacific Highway 
t: 02 9951 7979 
f: 02 9957 4325 

sales.nthsycl@compnow.com.au 

- Includes Platinum Service Centre 

- Includes icorp Professional Division 


South Melbourne 

64 Clarendon Street 
t: 03 9684 3600 
f: 03 9682 2902 

sales.sthmelb@compnow.com.au 

- Includes Platinum Service Centre 

- Includes icorp Professional Division 


Melways: 2F BIO 


Chadstone 

Chadstone Shopping Centre 
Shop B72a near the Food Court 
t: 03 9568 8655 
f: 03 9568 2255 

sales.chadstone@compnow.com.au 



FOOD 

COURT 


LOWER 

FLOOR 


Melways: 69 4E 


South Yarra 

409a Chapel Street 
t: 03 9827 5011 
f: 03 9824 2786 

sales.chapelst@compnow.com.au 



Malvern 

1465 Malvern Road 
t: 03 9832 4600 
f: 03 9824 8598 

sales.malvern@compnow.com.au 
- Includes Platinum Service Centre 



<l 

mo ^ 


Melways: 59 F7 


Geelong 

255 Moorabool Street 
t: 03 5223 1550 
f: 03 5223 2021 

sales.geelong@compnow.com.au 
- Includes Platinum Service Centre 



UNSW 

Library Building, UNSW Main Campus 
t: 02 9385 2377 
f: 02 9385 2746 

sales.unsw@compnow.com.au 

- UNSW student discounts available 
[on eligible products] 



UBD: 256 P15 
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Why Computers Now? 

We understand you have a choice when 
selecting a technology partner for your needs. 
At Computers Now we believe that we have 
many reasons to become your number one 
choice, and we are constantly looking for 
more! 

• 15 years as an Apple reseller - since 1991. 

• A family owned & run business. 

• Seven locations for your convenience in 
NSW & VIC. 

• The largest group of Premium Apple 
Resellers in Victoria. 

• Australia's Largest Apple Education reseller. 

• All locations staffed by certified Apple 
Sales Professionals. 

• A certified Help Desk Specialist at every 
location. 

• Free training with every Mac purchased. 

• Apple Platinum Level Service Centres 
providing repairs for all Apple products. 

• Largest team of on-site technicians in 
Victoria. 

• Regular free seminars. 

• A comprehensive range of Apple 
products in stock. 

• A comprehensive range of 3rd party 
products & peripherals in stock. 

Please don't hesitate to 
contact any of our friendly 
sales or service staff at any of 
our listed locations. We look 
forward to hearing from you! 


Computers Now Summer 2006 Catalogue Terms & Conditions: 
*Per Day or Weekly amounts shown are payable monthly, based on 
36 month rental finance through Compnow Finance to approved 
Customers. Conditions apply. See page 30 for more details. 

*Front page Canon offer: purchase an MV920 Canon Digital Video 
camera to be eligible for a $75 Cash Back. Purchase must be 
made between 1/11/06 & 31/12/06. Claims must be received by 
31/01/07. No extensions will be given under any circumstances. 
Legible photocopy of receipt, original barcode, and valid Australian 
bank account required. Limit of 3 claims permitted per claimant. 
Conditions apply, see in-store Claim Form for full promotion and 
redemption Terms and Conditions. 

^iPod nano or Canon camera offer with Compnow Finance see page 
30. Compnow Finance provided by Technology Fund Management, 
ABN 67 108 674 148. Finance is subject to credit approval. 

All prices in the catalogue include GST. E&OE. All items in this 
publication have been included in good faith on the basis that the 
products, as described, will be available at the time of sale. Failure 
by a supplier to deliver in accordance with sample, description or at 
all or other unintentional causes may result in some product being 
unavailable. All pricing valid until 31st January 2007 or while stock 
lasts, whilst every care has been taken to ensure accuracy in this 
catalogue, we reserve the right to change incorrect prices resulting 
from a printing, typographical or supplier error. Pictures are for 
illustrative purposes only. Prices are current at the time of publication, 
however Computers Now reserves the right to alter pricing at its 
discretion. Computers Now Pty Ltd. ABN 48 592 886 118 
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THE DAWN OF A NEW AGE 


Experience the Epic Age of Discovery 

Command one of eight mighty powers grappling to conquer the New World. Crush your 
enemies with devastating cannons, rifled infantry, and your naval fleet. Build a thriving 
empire with a booming economy. Form strategic alliances with Native Americans. 

A new Age dawms on Macintosh in December 2006. 

For more information, or to find your local stockist, please call fry and Byre 
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The ways of the web. 


By 


Dan Warne. 



Next G: what does it 
mean for Mac users? 


Hot Links 

www.beeneverywhere.com.au/ 
BigPond Wireless 
www.vodafone.com.au 

Vodafone HSPDA 


T elstra celebrated the launch of its billion-dollar “Next G” 
network with a swanky event for journalists and the creann of 
the investor community. Then a “building malfunction" occurred 
and dumped smelly water and fire retardant chemicals all over Telstra 
CEO Sol Trujillo and his high-flying executive team. 

It was an amusing comeuppance for a company that had been antag¬ 
onising anyone that dared breathe a word of criticism in its direction, 
but it was unfortunate that the spectacle detracted from the announce¬ 
ment made that day: the launch of Telstra’s you-beaut 3G network. 

“Another mobile network? So what!” you may be wondering. In the 
case of “Next G”, it’s not the telephony that’s interesting: it’s the broad¬ 
band speed and nationwide coverage that’s really interesting. 

The network has 98 percent population coverage and the world’s 
fastest mobile-network broadband speed of 3.6Mbit/s (shared 
between all the users of each radio tower). Telstra is marketing the 
broadband access through its BigPond ISP 
subsidiary and is estimating 550-1100Kbit/s 
speed per user. It has already begun a 
network upgrade that will lift the speed per 
tower up to 14.4Mbit/s, and Sol Trujillo is 
promising 40Mbit/s if Telstra “changes a 
few antennas around". One suspects Trujillo 
is the master of understatement. 

The network uses High Speed Packet 
Downlink Access (HSPDA), an update to 
WCDMA 3G technology. Telstra, however, is 
using a non-standard frequency: 850MHz, 
while most other 3G networks use 1900 or 2100MHz. As a result, the 
range of hardware available to Telstra is quite limited, as there are only 
two other mobile networks in the world using this frequency for 3G. The 
major upside is far greater reach and better in-building penetration, 
because of the lower frequency radio waves. 

The good news for Mac users is that all the BigPond products will be 
Mac-compatible from day one. Unfortunately, BigPond is only selling 
an HSPDA PCMCIA card at the moment (how’s that for a mouthful) 
which means the service is only useful for PowerBook owners. Newer 
MacBook Pros have an ExpressCard slot instead of PCMCIA. 
However, HSPDA ExpressCards are just starting to come onto the 
market now, and Telstra says once they’re commercially available in 
volume and their performance is satisfactory on the Next G network, 
they’ll be offering them. In the meantime, it plans to offer a USB dongle 
as well as a raft of desktop modem options. 

The PCMCIA card costs $299 and existing BigPond Wireless 
customers can get a free swapover in exchange for their old EV-DO 
card. Service plans are currently geared towards mobile workers: the 
pricing is steep compared to wired broadband services, but competi¬ 
tive with other wireless broadband services that have decent coverage. 


At the low end, a $29.95 monthly plan offers ten hours of usage 
(charged in five minute blocks): an attractive option for anyone who 
occasionally uses hotspots at $12 per hour. $49.95 offers 20 hours at 
high speed or unlimited time and 200MB at a lower 256Kbit/s speed 
(your choice). At the top end, $109.95 gets you 1GB, which is about 
$10 more than most competitors’ services, but at the same time is 
likely to offer far better coverage. A $199/mth plan offers 3GB of usage 
and is aimed squarely at someone who charges their time by the hour 
and can justify the expense! 

Telstra has also promised it will offer home broadband services with 
a range of desktop modems, including one that will have an Ethernet 
port, so you won’t have to rely on drivers as with USB modems. 
However, at the time of writing, these modems were still “on the plane” - 
— figuratively speaking — and pricing wasn’t announced. Hopefully, : 
it is better value than the current home wireless broadband plans which 
top out at a ridiculous 1GB: no substitute for 
wired broadband when it comes to down¬ 
loading TV shows at 350MB per episode! 

Actual throughput speed on Telstra’s 
network is impressive. I had the opportunity 
to test the service for a week and saw real- 
world speeds that spiked up to 1.8Mbit/s and 
were consistently around the 1 Mbit/s mark. I 
was able to maintain a connection and ' 
constant download in the back of a taxi from | 
Sydney's western suburbs to the CBD.. | 

It was doubly impressive that Voice over i 
Internet Protocol (VoIP) calls worked without a glitch, thanks to very j 
snappy network latency that hovered at around the 200-250ms mark. 
Network latency describes the time it takes to send a packet and 
receive an acknowledgement back from the other end. Mobile 
networks usually have atrocious latency — up to several seconds per 
packet — which slows actual data throughput to a trickle for activities 
that involve a lot of back-and-forth like browsing web pages and 
placing VoIP calls. 

Shortly before AMW went to press, Vodafone also announced it 
had activated an HSPDA upgrade to its 3G network — but in Sydney 
and Melbourne only. It also offered a Mac-compatible $299 PCMCIA 
card, but also promised a USB dongle modem by November (no 
pricing available). 

Its plans are keener than Telstra’s: $29.95 for 100MB, $49.95 for 
300MB and $99.95 for 1GB, but speed drops back to regular 3G 
(384Kbit/s with poor latency) in Canberra, Perth, Adelaide, Brisbane, 
the Gold Coast and major international airports in Australia, and back 
to sub-dialup speed everywhere else. ^ 

Dan Warne is passionate about the state of broadband in Australia. 
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Richard Luxton, 

From traditional photo compositor to now one of 
Australia's most experience digital retouchers. 


Thirteen years further on Richard is 
now enjoying the ability to work 
from his home in Sydney with his 
own powerful digital image re¬ 
touching system based on an Ap¬ 
ple workstation, a Wacom IntuosS 
pen/tablet and a LaCie 319 LCD 
monitor with pure and reliable 
enough colour for soft proofing on 
screen. 

"It is essential to use a high qual¬ 
ity monitor when retouching, as 
colour matching is always a criti¬ 
cal issue. I was worried about 
switching to flat screen LCD moni¬ 
tors until recently as the flat screens 
all seemed to be too bright and 
punchy and not really a true rep¬ 
resentation of the tonal qualities of 
the originals. 

However, LaCies LCD monitors 


can be calibrated with the handy 
Blue Eye Pro, a hardware calibra¬ 
tion and ICC profiling system to 
give a very accurate representa¬ 
tion of the original files." 

Richard recently made the switch 
to a LaCie 319 LCD Monitor 
seamlessly. 

"Wacom pressure sensitive tablets 
are all I have known in the thirteen 
years since I have been digital and 
they have always delivered what I 
have needed to work creatively. A 
mouse would be totally inappro¬ 
priate for the type of work I do. I 
need a pencil or an airbrush or a 
paint brush, and that's what I get 
from my Wacom lntuos3 9"xl2" 
pressure sensitive pen/tablet." 


Feature Interview brought to you by Wacom. 


Richard Luxton r2n2@iprimus.com.au - Wazok Pty Ltd 




SPECIAL PHOTOGRAPHERS BUNDLES: 
LaCie LCD 19" + WACOM GRAPHIC TABLET 




LaCie 119 + Graphire4 6x8" 
RRP: $888 (SAVE $200) 



LaCie 319 + Intuos3 9x12" 
RRP: $1648 (SAVE $500) 






Mbbile HDs' 


Made for ideas. 

rSOLUTIOTTS) 


Available from Apple resellers, 
tel: (02) 9669 6900 • fox: (02) 9669 5005 • sales.au@lacie.com • www.lacie.com/au 
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YOUR DIGITAL LIFESTYLE 



BE A 
MOVIE 
MOGUL 

Set up a studio 
at home 


HOLLYWOOD 


PRODUCTION 


DIRECTOR 


CAMERA 


DATE SCENE 


TAKE 


PLUS: New cameras from Canon I Software to fix digital photos I Stock music libraries I Unique iPod goodies I 
New phones from Nokia and Sony Ericsson I And a sneak peek at what Palm has in store 
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By Seamus Byrne 


Hot Links 

www.videocraft.com.au 

Good video accessory reseller 

www.videoguys.com.au 

Another good online source of gear 

www.sony.com.au 

www.panasonic.com/broadcast/ 

www.velbon-tripods.com 

www.maxwell.com.au 

Local Velbon distributor 

www.manfrotto.com.au 

www.miller.com.au 

www.indiedolly.com 

www.ianiro.com/home.asp 

www.lowel.com 

www.rode.com.au 

www.datavideo.us 

www.edirol.com 

www.newtek.com/tricaster/ 

www.newmagic.com.au 

Local Tricaster distributor 

www.fjwestcott.com 

www.shure.com 

Quality microphones 

www.jands.com.au 

Local Shure distributor 


The Hub. 

Videa 







Your very own studio 


N othing speaks volumes toward 
your video prowess like having a 
home studio setup. Whether you 
have a back shed that deserves a better life 
than storage space, or just a corner of a 
room that shows some promise, you don’t 
have to spend a fortune to get something 
together to make a workable studio space. 
The trick is to spend the money you have 
on the important elements and get down to 
some crafty solutions for the rest. 

Cameras. There would be no studio 
without one. And if you have the space 
and/or budget, three would be ideal. 

Basic: Sony HDR-HC3. You can’t really cut 
corners on the camera front, but with HD 
for not much more than $2000 you aren’t 
losing out on all that much. This basic HDV 
unit from Sony packs a lot of punch, 
though you can’t really get into manual 
control. Still, this is dizzying image quality 
when you think about how far we’ve come 
in just the last two years. $2299 



Better: Sony HVR-V1R This low-end profes¬ 
sional unit is just hitting the market and has 
the potential to shake down a number of 
cameras in the $10k range. Amongst a host 
of great features you’ll find two XLR inputs 
— great if you want to put studio mics 
straight into the camera. The V1P will also 
shoot 1080/25P for excellent true HD 
images, and you also get the option of a 
60GB hard drive adapter. $6995 
Best: Panasonic HVX200. 1 could have 
gone all out and pointed to the higher-end 
Panasonic Varicam here, but the HVX200 is 
just so hard to pass up at this price. The 
HVX200 even includes variable framerate 
shooting from 12 to 60fps, which is just 
mindblowing. Then there is miniDV support 
for basic work but the P2 solid-state 
memory really puts the camera through its 
paces — shoot DVCPRO HD if you want. 
Timecode control is also possible, so you 
can sync multiple cameras for a perfect 
edit. $9900 

Tripods. This is a studio! That means a 
place for working with mounted cameras, 
and not so much of the handheld action. 
Basic: Velbon CX-440. It is a long way from 
the greatest tripod around, but Velbon does 
a good job on well-priced tripods. The CX- 
440 gives a three-way panhead, so there is 
plenty of freedom to experiment with angles. 
It can handle around 2kg of camera, and 
you might get away with a bit more, but this 
does mean you won’t be able to move up 


beyond a compact camcorder without also 
upgrading this tripod. $59 
Better: Manfrotto 190CL with 128RC fluid 
video head. When going beyond the 
basics, one of the best things to look for is 
a fluid head on your tripod. 

Manfrotto is a good mid-range option, 
because it offers great add-ons for you to 
build up a great kit over time. Start with some¬ 
thing like the 190CL and a 128RC fluid head, 
then add a remote controller attachment for 
the pan bar or even a dolly base if your floor 
is smooth enough for wheels to run on. $295 
Best: Miller DS20. Miller can provide some 
of the best complete solutions around, and 
when you decide to spend up big it is a good 
idea to stick to the one brand for reliability and 
compatibility across all your components. 
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Need a dolly? 

If you have a large enough space, 
adding a dolly to your range of equip¬ 
ment is an excellent way to give your 
work a professional edge — working 
with a stable moving camera really 
comes across in the final Images. 

One of the best tracks around right 
now, at a very accessible price, is the kit 
from Indie-Dolly Systems. Indie offers 
straight and curved tracks, as well as a 
universal dolly that runs comfortably 
across both, even when used together. 
The dolly includes a chair and push bar. 
Expect to spend a bit over $2000. 


The DS20 system is an excellent 
package, with a sliding plate for easiest 
mounting, ball levelling on the head to 
assist in getting your angles spot on, and a 
5kg counter balance for keeping things 
steady with larger cameras on board, and 
an above ground spreader. Plus a weather¬ 
proof carry case should you venture 
outside the studio. You can get Miller pack¬ 
ages from around $1000, but this is one of 
the more complete tripods. $1900 


Lighting. Lighting a shoot well is a 
major difference between looking like any 
other budget production and looking like 
the real deal. 

Basic: Hit the hardware store. Get down to 
your local hardware store and buy three free¬ 
standing work lamps. Three lamps are good 
for cutting out any unwanted shadows. You 
won’t be working with softening filters here, so 
the trick is to shoot the lights against walls. 

Just any way you can send the light to where 
you want it indirectly. You can also order a 
mounted light for your camera, with most 
models having a matching light available. 
These are often good colour and have some 
softening for a good look. Good, but not great. 

Alternatively, you can always work with 
available light. This will lose you the studio 
feel, but working with daylight is in many ways 
preferable to working with typical household 
incandescent bulbs or fluorescents. 

Better: laniro Lilliput Kit 3. laniro makes 
some great quality lights, with kits coming 
with roadcases (soft or hard) to suit taking 
them on location. Here you can get yourself 
off to a great start with the Lilliput 3 light kit, 
complete with stands, 300W and 650W 
lamps, 4-leaf barndoors, wire guards, and 
gel clips. This kit should suit for quite some 
time, with upgrades available within the laniro 
range, including some more expensive 
studio specific lighting options. 

Other “intro" kits are around on the 
market for just under $1000, so take a look 
around if your budget doesn’t quite stretch 
this far. $1800 

Best: Lowel Caselight4. As a progression, 
it is a good idea to get something like the 
laniro kit and then add to that a soft light kit 
to add some subtle tones to the otherwise 
harder light. Lights like the Lowel Caselight4 
need to be a little closer to the subject, so 
they use special fluoro tubes to keep things 
cool, while still delivering tungsten or 
daylight colour temperature options. The 
wider boxing also suits soft box coverings 
and gives more diffuse coverage. In a small 
studio, this kind of lighting should be a 
mainstay. Around $2000 each 

Microphones. Because you’re not 
making silent movies 

Basic: Anything that’s not stuck to the 
body of the camera. Using the microphone 
built into the body of your camera usually 




means you’re going to capture a lot of the 
mechanical noise made by the camera itself. 
This is acceptable in a home video, but an 
absolute nightmare for any serious work. 

If you have a camera that has a genuine 
external mic on board, then you can get 
audio good enough for a basic studio 
setup. Particularly better-quality cameras 
with XLR inputs. Most cameras have bad 
mics as standard, so you will need to get 
something more. At this basic level, you 
have a few cheap options. 

One is to look at the mics your camera 
manufacturer offers as accessories. Unless 
you have gone really cheap, your camera 
should have an accessory shoe where a 
much better mic can be mounted. This will 
serve you well while avoiding moving to sepa¬ 
rate video and audio capture. 

Many basic cameras offer an external 
mini-jack mic input. If so, get yourself some¬ 
thing like the Shure PG48-QTR, retailing for 
$90. Put it on a basic table stand and fore¬ 
ground it as part of your studio. 

Better: Rode Stereo Video Mic. If you 
aren’t sure you are going to have a 
substantial crew around, then getting a 
high-end mic that is still camera mounted is 
a good idea. This example will put built-in 
mics to shame, with full stereo, low 
handling pick up, an integral windshield, 
and the capability to be used on a stand or 
a boom. Also includes a deadcat (yes, 
that’s a technical term) to further reduce 
wind noise. A boom will set you back 
around $120. $315 

Best: Full sound kit. This category is a little 
hard to get specific on at the highest level. 
You’ll want to get your hands on a quality 
boom and mic from someone like 
Sennheiser, plus you should be running 
these through an audio mixer to set your 
input levels accordingly. You may also 
require more than one, depending on how 
many voices will be in your studio and how 
far apart they will be. Your dedicated sound 
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recordist (you will need one with such a set 
up) should also have quality headphones 
to monitor what is being captured. 

Another option where limited crew will be 
available is a wireless kit, which can plug 
into an XLR input at the receiving end — on 
camera or on mixer. The Sennheiser EW100 
Evolution series is a great example. Expect 
to pay around $1500 for such a kit. 

MiXOrs. If you have separate audio and 
video, or multiple cameras, then a mixer 
will bring it together before sending it into 
your system. 

Basic: You can live without. On a tight 
budget, you’ll be working with one camera. 
This means recording to tape and then into 
edit, or directly to hard drive if you have 
your Mac within the studio environment, 
which is a good idea for saving time re¬ 
capturing footage later. This way you can 
also record a lot more footage than if you 
are dealing with the shortcomings of tape. 



Better: DataVideo SE-800 Digital Video 
Switcher. No point running our little studio 
if it isn’t going to maintain a digital signal 
throughout the process. The SE-800 can 
accept up to four signals of either DV, S- 
Video, Composite, or Component, with one 
output in any of these same formats. 

The system has many digital effects, 
including chromakey and soft edge fades 
and wipes, colour correction, genlock 
control, and 30 programmable buttons, as 
well as a four-channel stereo audio mixer. 
Plus an aluminium roadcase for protection 
when in transit. 

It isn’t cheap, but this is the heart and soul 
of a multi-camera studio. $6600 
Best: Edirol V-440HD. The best was always 
going to have to manage HD, and the V- 
440HD can happily mix SD, HD and RGB 
sources, even in different aspect ratios, with 
output to 720p or 1080i. Important effects 
like picture in picture, keying, and smooth 
transitions are also included. This is a simple 
and clean system that supports the connec¬ 
tion of multiple units to expand the total 
source and output count to suit. $15,999 

Backdrops. You can’t really call it a 
studio if it isn’t dressed to be used as one. 
Basic: Use anything. The quick and dirty 
way to dress your set is to use what you 
have in your house. Work out what you 
need and then adapt what you have to suit. 
Spend a little money on some material to 
dress things up and be sure to include 
some background flavour — blank walls 
look terrible. Another option is to buy a 
couple more of the cheap lights, then shoot 
them across the wall at interesting angles. 
Better: Flexdrop2 Studio Kit. If you aren’t 
dressing the set as a "real” space, then 
you can’t go wrong with a chromakey 
matte. This is a free-standing system for 
holding up a 1.5x2.1 m chroma key drop 
sheet, which will serve well for close 
shooting to camera. This kit retails for 
around $699. 

If you can throw some paint on a wall, you 
could go for some Rosco Digicomp paint, 
which will turn your wall into a keying matte. 
Green, Blue or Red, depending on your 
needs. A 3.81 tin will cost $160. 

Best: Westcott sheet and background 
support. These are separate components, 
but they will give you a huge background 


TIP: when keying in computer, you can 
remove everything outside the keyed area, 
so the matte only has to surround the 
subject, not cover the entire matte area. 


that is sure to cover even the largest chro¬ 
makey needs. The background support 
runs up to 3.2m, with a sheet available at 
3x7.3m, which is perfect for running along 
the floor to give total block out for your 
talent. If you feel you need to go beyond 
this, look for chroma sheeting that includes 
point marks, which can be used to lock the 
virtual space to the real world — which you 
will need if you want to move your camera 
and have the keyed-in environment move in 
the same way. You can also make this your¬ 
self by adding marks to your sheets or 
painted keys. $1035 


Turning any room 
into a studio 

> Buy lots of good-quality gaffer tape 
(Nashua is a personal favourite). 
Whether putting things up, down, or 
around, gaff will help tie up the loose 
ends and hold your world together. 

> You want the light to flow exactly how 
and where you choose, so cut as much 
ambient light as you can (unless, of 
course, you intend shooting with avail¬ 
able light). Buy some dark, thick curtain 
and cover natural light sources. Use 
your gaff to ensure the curtain 
completely covers edge gaps. 

> Like the light, you want to baffle as 
much uncontrollable noise from outside 
the room as you can. Your thick curtain 
will do double duty here, plus you may 
want to find some padding for internal 
doors — or run your curtains to cover 
the doors as well. 

> Manage your cables carefully. You’re 
likely to have more than a handful of 
power and connector cables running 
around, so anything that doesn’t need 
to move about should be gaffed to run 
along the walls as much as possible to 
keep the floor clear for people to move 
about freely. 
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Desk Clock 


Mac/PC Phone Home 


Mac/PC Phone Home 


Secure your PC or Mac so 
that if it is ever stolen this 
software will enable your 
expensive computing system 
to send a secret email 
message with its location and 
help the law to grab the thief. 
That’s peace of mind for you. 


Get the latest in desk accessories. This slim 
desk clock not only tells you the time, has 
a reminder function, gives you the option of 
dual time, shows you the temperature but 
also tells you if it is too early to call Perth. 


SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT 
www.niche.com.au/subscriptlons 
and get $5.00 off! 

IMPORTANT: Be sure to include your email address for delivery of PC/Mac Phone Home Software. 
SUBSCRIBE NOW: 2 YEARS $129 - SAVE $38 / 1 YEAR $79 

CHOOSE ONE OF THESE OPTIONS: 

ONLINE: www.niche.com.au/subscriptions EMAIL: subscriptions@niche.com.au 
PHONE: FREECALL 1800 804 160 FAX: FREEF/50< 1800 802 326 
MAIL: Complete your details on the reply-paid subscriptions card in this issue and send it in. 


Overseas Subscription is $120 AUD. This offer is available to residents of Australia only. Once payment has been successfully processed, this serves as a tax invoice. Niche Media ABN 13 064 613 529.1 understand 
my subscription will start with the next available issue and will be mailed once payment has been received.*Privacy- Your name and address details are retained by the subscriptions and events department at Niche Media 
and are used to fulfill your subscription and premium, send your renewal notices and possible information to other Niche Media publications and events. No refunds provided.* Your free gift(s) will be shipped within 2 - 4 
weeks after payment is received. PC / Mac Phone home will be sent via email to your nominated email address. System requirements: PC Phone Home TM runs on Windows 95/98/ME/XP/NT/2K Mac Phone Home TM 
runs on Macintosh Classic and CSX. 22921 _2 
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Hot Links 

www.dxo.com/en/photo 

Try before you buy 


Fix it in post 



S ometimes you need to look outside 
the square and take on an off-beat 
imaging application or two. Here's 
one that should address the needs of expert 
and demanding photographers. 

DxO Optics Pro 4.0. In my 

reviewing efforts over the years I've found 
that a surprising number of fixed-lens 
digital cameras have optics that are far 
from perfect. Spherical aberrations are the 
most commonly found flaws: quite often 
the wide end of the zoom displays barrel 
distortion, with straight lines near the 
edges of the frame bowing outwards; 
aberrations seen at the zoom's tele end of 
the range are always of the pincushion 
variety — straight lines near the edges 
bowing inwards. 

Another is chromatic aberration, with the 
lens unable to image all colours exactly to 
the focal plane; often seen is random colour 
fringing — a sure sign of the problem. 

As dSLRs continue to fall in price you will 
have to pay attention to the lenses often 
supplied as a kit — body and lens package 
— at a very reasonable deal and often a 
better ticket price than buying the items 
separately. On occasions these kit lenses 
will show these — and other — artefacts. 

To counteract these problems the French- 
originated DxO Optics is an important 
program that demands wider attention, 
especially from upper level photographers. 

DxO Optics can be set up to manually or 
automatically enhance images produced by 
dSLRs or compacts. The software is camera- 
lens specific with 200 modules available. 

It comprises a number of components that 
deal with not only the problems inherent in a 
specific lens but with errors that may have 
been made in the original exposure; many of 
these duplicate Photoshop's expertise. 

The difference with DxO Optics is that it 
prefers to deal with an original image in the 


form of a RAW file, straight out of the 
camera or as downloaded and processed 
by a camera manufacturer's conversion 
application; DxO Optics works its magic by 
reading the EXIF metadata embedded in 
the original file. 

Constantly updated, the list of compatible 
digicams includes some Canon 
PowerShots, Olympus, Nikon, Panasonic 
and others. The dSLR cameras at the time 
of this review included (amongst others) the 
Canon 1Ds/10D/20D, Nikon's 
D50/D70/D100 and Sony's Alpha A100. One 
downside to the whole approach is that with 
the current speed of models-to-market it's 
doubtful that the company will be able to 
stay level with releases. 

The software is available in three versions: 
Pro Starter ($US79), Pro Standard ($US149) 
and Pro Elite ($US299). The more you pay, 
the more cameras/lenses supported as well 
as the range of features you can access. 

In US6. There are four main tools or 
engines, that deal with optics, lighting, 
image noise and the RAW engine. The last 
processes the RAW image, then saves it in 
various formats, including TIFF, JPEG and 
Adobe's DNG. 

Some of the functions it can perform are 
correction of lens distortions, chromatic aber¬ 
ration, image vignetting, lens softness, colour 
balance; the lighting department handles the 
image's dynamic range and noise. 

The company claims the genius behind 
DxO Optics is the precise mapping of lens 
and camera performance, researched from 
thousands of photos taken with the various 
cameras and lenses. This data is merged 
with the camera metadata, showing lens 


While you wait. With DxO Optics you can 
swiftly tweak white balance, exposure 
compensation, adjust the tone curve as well as 
hue/saturation/lightness. 

aperture, shutter speed etc from the indi¬ 
vidual exposures. 

For me, I found the startup of the program 
a little circuitous but, once running, the 
interface works well and, in some respects, 
delivers a more photo-friendly GUI than 
Photoshop's. One example of this friendli¬ 
ness is the colour and exposure group of 
corrections available. All of these are 
arranged in a single vertical panel, so you 
can swiftly tweak white balance, exposure 
compensation, adjust the tone curve as 
well as hue/saturation/lightness — then 
witness the effect. There's no opening and 
closing of separate dialog boxes. 

Images to be worked on are loaded into a 
space at the side of the main area. Once 
an individual image is loaded into that area 
you can choose to work in auto or deal with 
the individual settings manually. It's not the 
fastest racer on the block but the largish 
previews are quickly drawn before you 
commit yourself to a final rendering. 

Some of the tricks you can't do with 
Photoshop, or at least not with the finesse 
that DxO Optics possesses. Chromatic 
artefacts are a prime example and, in some 
cases, you'll find yourself working on flaws 
you didn't know the original images 
possessed as you adjust the colour fringing 
and its strength. 

Where do you get it? There's a 21 
day tryout on the web site (see "Hot links”) 
plus some interesting examples of the appli¬ 
cation's proficiency, 
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Hot Links 

www.canon.com 

Home of the 400D 

EOS strikes back 

S EEN by some as the Sony-killer, the 
EOS 400D is a hell of a dSLR at 
one hell of a price and no doubt, as 
the tinsel fades, the dollars will tumble 
even further. 

The EOS 400D has a 10.1 megapixel 
CMOS that captures a maximum image size 
of 3888x2592 pixels; feed such an image 
into a printer at 225 dpi and you can enjoy a 
sharp 44x29cm print. 

The camera feels well balanced; you can 
enjoy a big 6.4cm LCD at the rear and a 
clear optical finder built into the pentaprism. 
The latter is perfect for viewing, composing 
the shot and confirming focus but there is 
no live view, as found in even the humblest 
compact digicam and one or two dSLRs. To 
view your shooting on the LCD you must 
shoot first, then preview on the screen. 

This aside, there's a heap of good news in 
the camera's feature list. If you always miss 



the peak of the action when 
photographing kids or animals 
the ESO 400D's burst speed of 
27 consecutive frames at 3fps 
could solve that problem. 

From the mode dial choose auto. 

Program AE, shutter or aperture 
priority and manual exposure options. 

The useful Auto Depth of Field setting can 
lock in foreground and background points, 
with some help from you in altering camera- 
subject distance or the lens aperture. 

Interchangeable lens dSLRs and dust are 
natural enemies; switch lenses in a dusty 
environment and you risk spots on the 
image sensor. The EOS 400D automatically 
cleanses dust from the sensor’s surface at 
power down. 

With Canon's approach there is no image 
stabiliser built into the body (unlike Sony and 
Olympus dSLRs); instead Canon builds a 


stabilising 
system into 
some of its 
lenses — an 
approach that 
may lose friends 
in the long term as you fork 
out extra for the steadying tech¬ 
nology built into each lens. 

The last word, if you're crazy for top- 
quality shooting, go dSLR with the EOS 
400D and you should be very impressed. 
Then save up for some of the delicious — 
and pricey — Canon lenses that will lift your 
game even further. 

The EOS 400D is available with either 
black or silver body styling. Body only: 
$1299. Body and 18-55mm lens: $1499. 
Body with 18-55mm and 75-300mm 
lenses: $1649. 




© 

Hot Unks 

www.canon.com.au 

PowerShots 

More power 
to you 

C ompact digicams like the 

PowerShot A710IS can answer 
the needs of nearly all photogra¬ 
phers, if you're willing to accept the 
arguably lower quality in the image sensor 
and relative lack of features when 
compared to dSLRs. 

The optical image stabilised 6x optical 
zoom in this camera gives you an SLR 
lens range equivalent of 35-210mm, while 
the 7.1 million pixel CCD will take a top¬ 
sized 3072x2304 pixel image and full 
screen 640x480 pixel movies at 30fps. The 
A710IS can pretty well solve all the 


picture-taking challenges you could throw at 
this mini reflex-bodied camera. 

Conservative grey and chrome trim is the 
look; easy handling and holding is the 
ergonomics. The optical viewfinder that is 
less and less seen today can be a big help 
when the daylight is too bright to view the 
LCD, which is a big 6.4cm in size and 
furnished with a selectable grid display to 
help picture framing and levelling. Also 
accessible is a 3:2 ratio display grid to help 
you precisely frame for retailer-printed 
10x15cm machine output. 

You can shoot in auto exposure mode as 
well as Program AE, shutter and aperture 
priority — and there's a manual setting. 
Added to these are 20 scene modes for 
subjects such as night shots, fireworks, 
foliage etc. With the My Colours feature you 
could well save an otherwise dead shot by 
giving the original colours a healthy stir. 

Auto focus relies on Canon's nine-point 
Artificial Intelligence that automatically scans 


and selects subjects from a set of nine 
focusing areas across the scene. You can 
also manually place the focus point 
almost anywhere in the frame. 

Creative souls can enjoy some unusual 
night traffic effects with the flash output 
that synchs to the first or second shutter 
firing: using either will capture the trailing 
car lights and render them as they follow 
or precede the traffic path. Helping this is 
a long 15-second exposure speed, 
couple with an action-freezing 1/2000 
second. 

Normally supplied with a 16MB SD 
card, you may be able to twist the 
retailer's arm a little and extract a larger 
capacity card when the bargaining ends 
and the buying (at RRP of $549) begins. 

A positive point for many people is the 
camera's ability to accept AA batteries — 
single-use alkalines or rechargeable Nickel 
metal Hydrides; either way you'll save 
when compared to Lithium Ion cells. ^ 
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Hot Links 

www.creativecommons.org/ 

Find out more about sharing educational works 

freesound.iua.upf.edu/ 

The Freesound Project 

www.bbc.co.uk/radio1/onemusic/sample/ 

Free music samples 

www.samplenet.co.uk 

More free stuff 

www.fotosearch.com.au 

Pay per track 

www.soundrangers.com 

Music and sound effects 


Stock sounds 


W HETHER you create nnusic in 
GarageBand, want some new 
sonic options in iMovie or are 
using music in your podcasts, sourcing free 
and legal sounds has traditionally been diffi¬ 
cult. However, like the proliferation in stock 
photo and video sites in the past year, stock 
music options have exploded. 

Fre© sounds. Creative Commons (see 
“Hot links") is a concept where any indi¬ 
vidual who has created something can 
choose to license their work for free use, but 
with conditions. An example may be a musi¬ 
cian who is happy for their song to be used 
as long as the person using it does not gain 
financially and does not change the song. 
Another person may license where they 
allow the song to be changed but attribution 
must be made to the artist for their original 
work. For podcasters. Creative Commons 
(CC) provides a comprehensive but read¬ 
able legal guide that explains what you can 
and can’t do with music in podcasts (page 
two of the PDF version provides an ideal 
example of what a CC licence looks like). 


The Freesound Project is a CC-based site 
with over 22,000 individual sounds at time of 
writing. All audio on the site can be used for 
both commercial and non-commercial 
purposes as long as you attribute the audio 
to its creator — a section is provided on the 
site for you to do just that. 

Finding the sounds you want is achieved 
by typing in what you are looking for — I 
typed in “car” and 158 car-specific sound 
files were listed for me to listen to and 
download. The preview function doesn’t 
require an external player, which is handy, 
and the file format of the downloads is 
primarily WAV although you will find the odd 
FLAC file in there. To download you need to 
have registered, which is free. 

The BBC has a smaller set of loops and 
samples available for nix. Previewing 
requires RealPlayer and the files them¬ 
selves are in WAV format (iTunes happily 
converts WAV files). 

Samplenet is a UK-based site with a 
couple of thousand free samples for down¬ 
load — you don’t need to register to down¬ 
load. Format of download is MP3. For a 

basic project, MP3 quality isn’t the 
end of the world, however if you 
are working on a higher-end 
project you might like to think 
twice. To convert an MP3 to AIFF 
or WAV for editing in your music 
application, just set iTunes’ import 
setting to AIFF and drag the file 
into iTunes. 

Pay per sound. Fotosearch 
is an Australian outfit that offers 
pay per track downloads of music. 
There’s a range of genres 
including rock, country and 



techno. Finding what you’re after is a little hit 
and miss but the browser-based preview 
function works well. One track will cost you 
$39 or a CD of ten will cost upwards of 
$119. Most are royalty free, which means 
you can use the track commercially without 
having to pay anything else. 

Soundrangers is a US-based company 
that offers both stock music and sound 
effects. There’s a large range and an auto¬ 
matic preview of each sound when your 
mouse passes over the play button. The 
database is searchable and sound effects 
are only a dollar or two. The stock music is 
offered with a range of license options with 
associated pricing. If you want the music for 
a podcast it will cost you $US14.95 but if it’s 
for a film then $US149.95 is the price. 

There are dozens of stock music sites 
out there, so take the time to browse and 
find the music that’s exactly right for you. 
For most of us creating projects for family 
and friends, a Creative Commons license 
is a desirable way to go. If you’re working 
up an entry into Tropfest or the like then 
consider paying for the music or even 
hiring a musician friend to compose some¬ 
thing for you! 
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Hot Links 

www.atechflash.com 

The bog roll from heaven 

ifrogz.com 

The Tadpole 

www.sendstation.com 

The EarBuddy 

Unique iPod accessories 




I F you’re sick of your iPod accessories 
and want something just a little different, 
there’s definitely a good range of 
"unique” options available now. 

On a roll, some people call the loo their 
reading room and now it can become your 
listening room thanks to the iCarta from 
Atech Flash Technology. The integration of 
the iPod into a toilet roll holder will for most 
people seem absurd, but it hasn’t been half 
done by any means. There is a universal 
dock plus a USB port if you want to connect 
a Shuffle. There’s also an auxiliary audio 
input which means you can connect pretty 
much any audio device with a small blue 


LED telling you which input is being used. 
The speakers themselves sit within each of 
the arms that hold the actual toilet roll — 
two at the front of the arm, two at the rear. 
The arms will fold in if you just want to use it 
as an iPod dock and it can easily be 
removed from its wall mount. The only 
downside is you need to power it via AC 
Mains so unless you have a power point in 
your toilet, you may need to just keep 
reading magazines. 

Ribbit. Designed by iPod case manufac¬ 
turer iFrogz, the Tadpole is designed to take 
the large beating any child is likely to give it. 
The outer shell is a hard silicone sleeve with 


two handles. The clickwheel and screen are 
covered by separate pieces of plastic — you 
can even choose a custom decal for the 
clickwheel. A Tadpole comes in purple or 
orange, will cost you $US24.99 and is avail¬ 
able for online order only (see "Flot links”). 

Wire hanger. The EarBuddy is a 
heavy-duty case for your ear buds. 

Designed to take up to 90kg of direct 
pressure, the case is about the size of a 
jewellery box and stores only your ear buds 
— a special reel inside prevents a messy 
tangle. The EarBuddy comes in 
silver/orange or black and costs $US14.95 
via online order (see “Flot links”) 
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Hot Links 

www.digidesign.com 

Pro Tools 101 and Strike 

Books and 
plugins from 
Digidesign 



D igidesign has been prolific in 
releasing new product over the 
past few months. Two standouts 
for the home musician are the Pro Tools 
101 book/DVD and the Strike virtual 
drummer plugin. 

Prior to the release of the Pro Tools 101 
book, the only official way to go beyond the 
Pro Tools software manual was to complete 
a Digidesign accredited course. Now, you 
can cover the basics with the book and a 
companion DVD that contains sample 
sessions, plugins and tutorial videos. 

The book covers all of the Pro Tools 
software basics, from importing audio 


through to burning your 
completed projects to CD. It’s 
really worth loading up the 
sample session supplied on 
the DVD and using it when 
working through the chap¬ 
ters. The book is set up so that 
even a raw beginner can work through it. 
For the experienced home user, you will still 
get a lot from the book as it does cover a 
large number of topics in a very methodical 
way and you’ll be surprised at what you 
don’t know. 

And a plug, strike is the latest virtual 
instrument offering from Digidesign. Anyone 
creating music on their Mac will know the 
importance of a good rhythm section to a 
song. Strike offers a rhythm section that’s 
nothing short of amazing. For your money 
you get five drum kits — with all of the 
supplied styles able to be applied to each of 
the drum kits plus the ability to create your 
own drum styles. 

The really impressive part of Strike is the 
level of customising you can do. You can 


tweak an enormous range of parameters 
including variation in volume when the 
drummer strikes the drums, how “human” 
you want it to play, how complex or fancy 
you want the playing to be for each style 
and a lot more. Interacting with Strike can 
occur using your mouse or any MIDI 
controller you might have. Like drum 
machines of old you can click on a range of 
patterns within a style to set up a drum 
track. If you want a more organic approach, 
all the parameters can be controlled from a 
MIDI keyboard — you can even play the 
whole kit manually by hitting the appropriate 
keys on the keyboard. 

Overall this is a very comprehensive 
drum solution — Digidesign has an excel¬ 
lent demonstration video showcasing the 
large feature set. If you don’t own a drum 
machine or a set of drum sample CDs, 
then a quality virtual drummer like Strike is 
well worth the outlay. 

Pro Tools 101 retails for $69 and Strike 
will set you back $465. Both are available 
now. Contact Digidesign Australia on 
02 9698 9089. ^ 
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By Anthony Caruana 
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HotUnks 

www.nokia.com.au 

A phone with a Zeiss lens — what is it conning to? 

www.three.com.au 

That’s a magic number 
www.novamedia.de 

Software to make these things work 

Nokia's camera 

M obile phone cameras usually 

suck, but Nokia’s N73 is capable 
of taking great shots thanks to its 
3.2 megapixel camera complete with Carl 
Zeiss optics. Throw in the fact that it’s a 
more than competent phone and you’ll 
agree that the N73 would make a handy 
addition to your mobile armoury. 

The N73 is a great 3G handset. Coupled 
to Three’s 3G network. I was able to 
connect to Planet Three and access a 
variety of exclusive content on the 2.4-inch 
240x320 display. I could also surf and 
collect e-mail with ease via Bluetooth on 
my PowerBook. ^ 

There’s software that will sync to the most 
popular Windows-based,PIMs but Mac 
users are left out. The N73 isn’t currently 
supported by iSync and there’s no Mac- 
specific software. There are third-party 
scripts available at Nova Media’s site (see 
‘‘Hot links”) but they’ll cost a little extra. 
However, once you get your information 
onto the device, the phone book and 


killer 

calendar are easy to use and display infor¬ 
mation clearly. 

As you’d expect with any web-sawy 
handset, there are some nifty add-ons. For 
example, if you take a photo you can auto¬ 
matically e-mail it to a friend or upload it to 
your Flickr account. If you prefer to store 
the photos, there’s a mini SD slot or you 
can Bluetooth them to your computer. 

Three includes a 128MB card in the box. 

My biggest problem with the N73 was 
that the keypad buttons are too small. I 
don’t have fat fingers but I really struggled 
to hit the right keys, particularly when 
sending a SMS. Also, the phone’s oper¬ 
ating system, Symbian S60, has been 
recently updated. Software for the previous 
release of S60 doesn’t work, meaning that 
any third-party apps you have may need to 
be either upgraded or purchased again. 

Three offers the N73 for $14 per month 
on a $69 per month capped plan and a 
two-year contract. The handset can also be 
purchased outright for $749 from Three. 
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Hot Links 

www.palm.com/au 

When my baby smiles at me I go to Treo 

Palm's up 

Y OU’D be forgiven for thinking that the 
grand-daddy of handheld 
computing. Palm, has been having a 
bit of a snooze this year — there haven’t 
been many new product announcements. At 
least not for Australia. 

That’s set to change very shortly, as the 
company has already announced a new 
model of smartphone — the Treo 680, 
superseding the very popular 650 — now 



available in North America. It will be avail¬ 
able in Australia early in the new year. 

There are a few cosmetic changes — the 
stumpy antenna is gone, and the keyboard 
has been redesigned. It’s also available in a 
range of fashionable colours over there, but 
we won’t be getting the rainbow here. 

We’ll have more detail in The Hub next 
month. Meanwhile we do know to expect a 
retail price around $799. 


Pretty in pink 
(or biueorbiack) 

T he Sony Ericsson Z610i can 

certainly lay claim to standing out 
in a crowd. The mirror-finish casing 
comes in black, blue or pink. This is 
complemented by an industry-first ‘‘magic 
mirror” display. When you close the flip or 
press one of the external buttons a 
display appears under the top surface. As 
well as showing useful info like battery 
level, the time and incoming caller id, it 
also displays incoming SMS messages. 

The Z610i is a 3G phone, capable of 
high-speed comms if you’ve got an 
appropriate account with your carrier. 
Local connectivity is covered through 
Bluetooth and there’s a Memory Stick 
Micro, or M2, slot to bolster the 16MB of 
in-built storage. Sony includes a 64MB 
M2 card in the box. 

As you’d expect the Z610i is equipped 
with a camera. The 2.0 megapixel unit 
does a good job, although it isn’t nearly 
as good as the Nokia N73. Like the 
Nokia, there’s support for direct 
uploading of images to the web and 
there’s even an RSS reader to keep track 
of photo blogs and other web sites. 

Rounding out the multimedia capability, 
there’s video-conferencing and an MP3 
player that also supports AAC files — 
albeit without Apple’s Fairplay DRM. 

There isn’t much to not like with t 
he Z610i. 

At an RRP of $699, the Z610i isn’t 
cheap but it certainly satisfies the bling 
department and ticks all the right boxes 
as far as functionality and performance. 
However I doubt that the flashy exterior 
will appeal to corporate buyers. 



The Z610i' 
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New Products from Try & Byte 


Cool Feet by Cableyoyo 


$19.95 


Air space for your hot laptop! 

Cool feet is designed to provide ventilation and ergonomic 
improvements to your laptop. In each set there are two tall and 
two short feet which elevates your laptop on any surface. 
Create a comfortable angle for typing, even on your lap! The 
elevation provided cools the laptop and protects surfaces from 
damaging heat. 

Using the included adhesive pads the cool feet are easily 
popped on and removed when required, the Cool Feet use 
suction cups to attach to these adhesive pads. Also included is 
a carrybag for when you're on the go. 



AgentlS NanoShield for 2nd gen nano. 


$39.95 


Mighty House for the Mighty Mouse 


$19.95 


AgentlS Protection for the new iPod nano 

Simple snap on/off design and access to all iPod connectors, 
click-wheel and hold switch with full screen protection. 



Protect your Mighty Mouse! 

- Crafted from non-toxic and high- 
grade silicone 

- Ultra thin silicone to preserve full 
functionality of the Mighty Mouse 

- Moulded specifically for the 
Mighty Mouse. Scroll ball is 
accessible and there are moulded 
grips for the side buttons 

- Easy to remove and replace for 
cleaning, the Mighty House is 
washable 

- Suitable for Mighty Mouse and 
wireless Mighty Mouse 





I 
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Kensington Microsaver DS 


Kensingtons safest notebook lock 
ever! - $105 



Kensington Microsaver 


The industry standard notebook 
lock -$89.95 




The Sims 2 - Pets 


Available from your local Apple Reseller or from Try & Byte T R Y & BYT E FaxTo^^ 


For your nearest Apple Reseller, go to: http://www.apple.com/au/buy/ wwW.tryandbyte.COm.au 







































2006 Apple Computers 

Intel inside! Take a look for yourself! 


Ldii loaay — we nave special pricing jusi ror you: 
Ph: 02 9548 3231 (Engin 02 8209 1769) 


I 

Trish Harris JP 



PITSTOP PRO Special Price $895 
Key Features 

Text 

• Add/edit text in PDF documents 

• Automatic font embedding 

• Change overprint settings 
Objects 

• Move, rotate, scale or shear objects 

• Change the colour of line-art 

• View the prepress settings and/or change 
the overprint settings 


Images 

• Resample images 

• Modify the colourspace of images 

• Change, remove the OPI information 
Colour 

• Includes Pantone® Colour library 

• Modify the colorspace of all objects 

• Add, modify, or remove spot colours 

• Colour management support 
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FONTOGRAPHER....$649.00 

Easily expand existing fonts to include fractions, symbols, foreig 
characters, and logos in Type 1, Type 3, and TrueType fonts, or 

create an entire typeface from scratch. 



Fonts created with Fontographer can be used in an 
program with a font menu. 

For reseller pricing, please contact Trish 02 9548 3231 


Recent Popular Upgrades and Crossgrades 


Adobe® Acrobat® Professional $253 Adobe® CoLive® $307 

Adobe® Acrobat® Standard $1 54 Adobe® Illustrator® CS $307 

Adobe® Audition $165 Adobe® Indesign® CS $307 

Adobe® After Effects® Pro P.O.A Adobe® Pagemaker OS9 Mac/Win $165 

Adobe® After Effects® Standard P.O.A Adobe® Premier $349 

Adobe® Creative Suite 2 St from PS $899 Adobe® Pagemaker Indesign Edition $649 

Adobe® Creative Suite 2 St from CS1 $599 Adobe® Photoshop® CS $307 

Adobe® Creative Suite 2 Pr from PS $1219 Adobe® Streamline $165 

Adobe® Creative Suite 2 Pr from CSl $899 Adobe® Type Manager Del OS9 Mac $119 

Adobe® Dimension $149 QuarkXPress® v3 to v7 $569 

Adobe® Framemaker - UNIX $495 QuarkXPress® v4 to v7 $569 

Adobe® Framemaker - Windows Only$385 QuarkXPress® v5 to v7 $569 


Cleaner 

$365 

Macromedia® Freehand®vl 1 from 9 

$2^ 

Delta Graph 

$440 

Macromedia® Freehand®vl 1 from 10$ 17 

DiskWarrior 

$ 88 

Macromedia® Studio 8 

P.O. 

Filemaker® Pro 8 

$286 

Masterjuggler Pro 

$ £ 

Filemaker® Pro 8 Advanced 

$499 

Microsoft® Office 2004 Standard 

$39 

Intellihance Pro 

$199 

Microsoft® Office 2004 Pro 

$5S 

Macromedia® ColdFusion 

P.O.A 

Portfolio 

$19 

Macromedia® Contribute 

$132 

Pitstop Pro 

$29 

Macromedia® Director (from 8.5+) 

$599 

QX Tools Pro 

$19 

Macromedia® Dreamweaver® 8 

$299 

Stuffit Deluxe 

$ 5 

Macromedia® Flash Pro 8 

$479 

Suitcase Fusion 

$ 8 

Macromedia® Freehand® Xgrade 

$275 

TechTool Pro XCrade 

$ 9 



TechTool Pro 

$1 1 


Favourite Upgrades 
And Crossgrades at 




For your full expanded price list in PDF, visit our site at www.nextformac.com.au — Remember, if what you are looking for isn't listed, it doesn't mean we can't get it for you! 


Our web site is constantly undergoing changes, so be sure you keep checking back for all of your latest software pricing and web specials. 


All prices subject to change without notice - E&OE 
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Martin Levins. 
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Hot Links 


Could do better 

D ecember is traditionally report card season in Australian 
schools, and while I initially thought that it would be cute to 
write this final column for the year in the form of a school 
report, I think it will distract from and trivialise the issues that I see. 

In January of this year, I wrote an open letter to Tony King, Managing 
Director of Apple Australia, essentially pointing out that there was a 
real disconnect between the education sector and Apple sales and 
marketing people. Apple frequently claims that it is "committed to 
education” but I’m not sure the company knows how to walk that talk. 

This was largely prompted by the cancellation of the annual 
Innovative Schools Technology Conference, three weeks before its 
advertised start date. The 2006 conference 
was officially announced on September 14, 
with an “expression of interest” web site that 
asked teachers to register names and 
contact details. 

As of the time of writing (just over six weeks 
before the advertised start date) there is still 
no further information available as to keynote 
speakers, workshop leaders or content. 

What does this mean for a school principal, 
who has to decide how to disburse her 
precious professional development resources? Let me play that prin¬ 
cipal, and discuss my thought processes when considering a 
teacher’s possible attendance at such an event. 

My Professional Development resources are renewed annually, 
meaning that by September I’m running fairly low, and by 
October/November I’m almost empty — so I need as much warning 
as possible. 

Additionally, my resource commitment involves a choice between 
several competing offerings, some ephemeral and some that I know 
will be on each year. I’ve heard that ITSC may be on again this year, 
and I know that it has been of great value to my teachers in the past, 
so I’ll tag some monies. 

By October/November, I’m getting a bit nervous as all I can find is 
an "expression of interest” form on the web. It seems to be a bit silly 
to register interest for a conference that doesn't even have a 
published agenda. 

What’s more, a late cancellation may mean that I am left with funds 
at the end of a year: too late to recommit. Questions will get asked at 
budget review time meaning that I may not receive the same level of 
funding in the future. 

And, the funds are considerable. 

Consider a Victorian teacher who is to attend ITSC2006. The confer¬ 
ence fee (perhaps $600, the web site doesn’t say) will need to be 


www.apple.com/au/educatlon/itsc06/ 

Will more than an “expression of interest" ever appear? 

www.smh.com.au/news/laptops-desktops/for-macs-in-schools-its- 
death-by-a-thousand-cuts/2006/08/21 /1156012466395.html 

Sorry — a helluva URL to type in, but there you go. At least the address tells 
you what to expect. 


supplemented by at least three days of teacher release at around $250 
per day, and airfares and transfers where you won’t get much change 
out of $400. (After 2005, I won’t pre-purchase a cheap, non-refund- 
able fare if there’s a chance it may be cancelled again). 

So, we’re looking at a commitment of $1750. Not insubstantial: I 
need to see that I am going to get value for money. I need to work out 
who on my staff will be best served by attending. I need to know. 

2006 was also to see newly revamped Apple Distinguished 
Educator (ADE) and Apple School of Excellence (ASE — nee Apple 
Distinguished School) programs. ADEs have been announced, but 
only to the successful applicants. Those who were not selected after 
applications were submitted in May have 
still not been advised. ASE applications 
were due on the third of August. To date, 
no correspondence has been received by 
applicants, not even a "thanks for 
applying” e-mail. 

What about the general Professional 
Development scene? 

Well, aside from the podcasting sessions 
held in capital cities and some regionals, 
almost nothing in the education sphere has 
happened for well over a year. I know things are in the works, as I've 
been asked to assist with planning as an ADE, but it takes so long for 
things to come to fruition. 

It would appear that legals and marketing tie up everything in so much 
tomfoolery that the time from concept to execution needs a geological 
calendar. Additionally, communication is so bad that the education 
community doesn’t hear of the good things that are happening. 

It seems silly that the incredible success of the podcasting semi¬ 
nars (over 1200 attending) is reported only in this column. This is 
doubly confusing when press as varied as Macworld UK, and The 
Sydney Morning Herald were reporting “For Macs in schools it's death 
by a thousand cuts” (see “Hot links”). 

When the SMH reporter tried to get feedback from Apple, an 
"Apple spokeswoman told us on Monday that the company was 
aware of reports on the issue, and that it remained committed to 
the education sector”. 

Good grief. Wouldn’t it have been great to see such press coun¬ 
tered by “1200 teachers get an iLife”? 

Maybe Apple has adopted a Field of Dreams “Build it, and they will 
come” approach — or does it just not understand? 

As an educator, Martin Levins likes empowering people to create 
using computing technologies. 



Australian Macworld December 06 














060 


Howto. 


By Sean McNamara. 


STM Query of the month 
Dating difficulty 


Helpfolder 

We answer 
our readers' 
questions 

Each month STM 02 8338 0222 
gives a Sports backpack valued at 
$129.95 to the Australian 
Macworld reader who sends in the 
most intriguing Help folder query. 

You need to carry your laptop, 
documents, gym gear and other 
bits and pieces. Do you carry 
two bags? No, you get an STM 
sports backpack. There’s a 
large compartment for whatever 
you can cram in, space for your 
notes and exterior pockets for 
iPod, water bottle, newspaper 
etc. There’s even an exterior 
mesh pocket for your lunch. 

The ergonomically designed 
back system and shoulder 
straps take much of the strain 
off your shoulders. 

Like all STM bags, it doesn’t 
look like there’s a laptop inside 
the Sports backpack, keeping 
your precious notebook safe 
from preying eyes and 
wandering hands. 

Send your query to 
matthew.powell@niche.com.au 
for consideration in Help folder. 
Include your full mailing address 
to be eligible to win the Sports 
backpack. All queries and 
solutions are the sole property of 
Niche Media, x 

■ Sean McNamara is a Sydney- 
based consultant trading as 
MacAssist. 



■ On start-up of our eMac this 
morning I discovered that the 
date had reset itself to 01 Jan 
1970. This is the second time 
this has happened in the 23 
months we've had the 
computer. Is there a glitch in 
Mac OS X (currently Mac OS 
X v10.3.9 on our computer) 
that causes this or have we 
picked up a virus or what? 

Mac OS X is better overall 
than the Classic Mac OS (and 
we’d have to accept it sooner 
or later even if it wasn’t) but 
there were several features in 
the Classic OS that I miss in 
Mac OS X, even after almost 
two years of using it (so it’s 
not just a matter of getting 
used to a different way of 
working). Foremost among 
these is the fact that “Save 
As” in Mac OS X always 
reverts to the last place saved 
to (by whoever was using the 
active account), forcing you to 
navigate from there to where 
you actually want to save to. 

In Mac OS 7-9 I had 
Stationery set up where it was 
needed, e.g. my letter 
stationery was in my “Current 


Letters” folder and my wife’s 
in hers, etc. and the save 
destination was set (in the 
preferences) to automatically 
save back to the folder from 
which the originating file was 
opened so we could open 
stationery and automatically 
save back to the same folder 
In which the stationery was 
located, and if you forgot to 
give the new file a name it 
automatically went to “Save 
As” to remind you, it didn’t 
just mindlessly save the file as 
"Untitled" in some unknown 
location as Mac OS X does. 

We made extensive use of 
stationery in the Classic OS, 
but in Mac OS X it’s almost 
useless to us, instead we’re 
more likely to end up opening 
a window (NOT the way I 
choose to work) and 
duplicating an existing file 
and renaming It before 
opening it, or saving to the 
desktop and dragging the 
saved file to the desired 
location, which is very 
inconvenient. 

To date I have not managed 
to find a workaround for this 
problem (other than the 
clumsy ones mentioned 
above). Is there any way In 
Mac OS X to get files created 
from stationery to save back 
to the folder in which the 
originating stationery file 
resides? 

If not, is there any way to 
persuade Apple to make 



Hot Unks 

WWW. verslontracker.com/dyn/moreinfo/macosx/10398 

WordService 

mplayerosx.sourceforge.net 

MPlayer 


\ Q 

Record Stop Run Compile 
on open (draggeditem) 

If (count of draggeditem) > 1 then 

display dialog 'Drag a singte fie onto this application to create a copy of R with a new name (or press OK and select a single He the fOBowing dialog box).' 
set draggeditem to choose file with prompt 'Choose an Rem to open:' 

else 

set draggeditem to (item 1 of draggeditem) 
end If 

tell application 'Rnder* 

set parentFokJer to (container of draggeditem) as string 
set flIeName to name of draggeditem 

set dialogResuR to display dialog 'Please enter a name fbr the new He:* default answer fileName buttons {'Cancer, 'ContRiue'} default button 'Continue' 
set newFileName to text returned of dialogResult 
set thePathToCheeJe to parentFolder & newHIeName as string 
if item thePathToCheck exists then 

display dialog 'Rte already existsi Replaoe?* buttons {'Cancer, 'Continue'} default button 'Cancer 
delete He newFileName of folder parentFolder 
end if 

set newFile to duplicate draggedRem as alias 
set name of newFile to newFileName 

set newFile to item newFileName of folder parentFolder as alias 
open newFile 
end tell 
end open 


' Description • ResuR ' Event liog~l 
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stationery work properly in 
Mac OS X, so that we can go 
back to using it? 

Peter Schaper 
Biggenden, QLD 

The date which your computer 
has reverted to is the start date 
for Unix systems — the Mac’s 
clock ticks over even when the 
machine is turned off, but if the 
battery for the clock has gone 
flat or if there’s some 
interruption to the power from 
the battery (or if the Power 
Management Unit has been 
reset), the time will revert as it 
has in your case. The easiest 
way to correct this if it happens 
again is to use a time server — 
open System Preferences, click 
on Date & Time, then choose 
the "Set date & time 
automatically" option (you can 
use the time.asia.apple.com 
entry). If your computer reverts 
again, it will reset itself when it 
is on the ’net. 

There’s no way to change the 
behaviour of stationery items 
automatically. The only 
workaround I came up with was 
an AppleScript droplet which 
you can drag the item you want 
to use as a stationery item onto 
— it will prompt for a new name, 
copy the file with the new file 
name and then open it A. 

Type in the script, then save it 
as an application — you can 
drag that application to the 
Dock to make it readily available 
for dropping files onto. The one 
proviso of this is that you’ll need 
to set all of your stationery items 
not to have the Stationery Item 
attribute in the Get Info dialog 
box — otherwise the new file will 
also be a stationery item, and 
when opened will open an 
untitled document! You can use 
this for any sort of file, so if you 
haven’t had a stationery item 
before but wish to base a new 
file on an exiting one, this will 
work in that situation, too. 


?Que? 



■ My e-mails frequently suffer 
from a peculiar oddity. When 
they are received by third 
parties, they often include 
extraneous questions marks 
throughout. It makes me look 
like I am questioning 
everything I write. Other 
respondents report funny 
characters. Here are some 
examples: 


Original text: ‘John Henry” 

1st mashing: ?John Henry? 
2nd mashing: a oeJohn Henrya u 


Is there a way to stop this? 
(That one intentional.) I’m 
using Apple’s Mall.app under 
Mac OSXvlO.4. 

Tom Warden 
Annandale, NSW 

The most common cause for 
this is the encoding of characters 
which aren’t happy traversing the 
internet. A common example 
would be the curly quotes shown 
above, which don’t necessarily 
have the same ID on Windows 
computers or when viewed on 
web-based mail systems such as 
Hotmail. Other characters which 
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may get mashed may include 
apostrophes and single curly 
quotes, em and en dashes, 
accented characters and other 
special characters like the 
copyright symbol, etc. 

Mail doesn’t have built-in 
support for curly quotes, so you’re 
either typing them manually, 
typing them in Word, then copying 
and pasting into Mail, or using 
something like WordService (see 
“Hot links") to make the quotes 
curly — whichever way you’re 
doing it, it’s these characters 
which are causing the problem. 
You’ll just have to accept straight 
quotes and other such aesthetic 
travesties if you want to stop 
questioning yourself with your 
correspondents. 


Word up 



■ Microsoft Word v.X has a 
very annoying feature under 
Mac OS X v10.4 that I don’t 
remember on previous OS 
versions: instead of opening 
new docs below whatever 
toolbars are open, it opens a 
new or existing document 
behind the open toolbars. 

This means that if the 
document is narrower than 
the toolbars, you can’t see 
the top of it and can’t grab it 
to move it. You have to widen 
the document at the bottom 
to expose the top corner, 
move the bottom up, and 
then move the whole 
document down. This is time 
consuming, and when you 
work with a lot of Word 
documents, a real nuisance. 

Is there any way to get 


Word to open below the 
toolbars, as it once did under 
earlier OS versions? 

Charles Nelson 
South Melbourne, Vic 

This is almost certainly due not 
to Mac OS X, but to an 
inadvertent move of one or more 
of the toolbars away from their 
"locked-in" position. 

If a toolbar has been moved, 
even by one pixel, it is not 
considered to be out of bounds 
by Word for sizing documents — 


and so documents are sized to 
the lowest locked-in toolbar A. 

If one of the toolbars towards 
the top of the screen is moved, 
the other toolbars will be moved 
up and the toolbars will overlap B. 

You need to grab the left hand 
edge of the toolbar (where the 
close control is) and drag it 
around the area at the top left 
hand corner of the screen until it 
locks into place — any currently 
open documents will be resized to 
suit the newly locked-in toolbar C, 
as will all future new documents. 



% Word File Edit View Insert Format Font To ols Table Window Work Help 
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By Sean McNamara. 


Beginners 
start here 

In previous months we’ve 
looked at the basics of the 
Keychain and the Keychain 
Access utility — this month 
we look at securing the 
Keychain for those of us 
whose computers are in a 
more vulnerable situation. 

This might be laptop users 
who are concerned that 
their passwords and secure 
notes could be swiped 
along with their computer, 
or office workers who can’t 
control physical access to 
their machine. 

One of the simplest things 
you can do to secure your 
Keychain is to lock It. This 
can be done manually and 


ao a@ 

automatically. Open up 
Keychain Access from the 
Utilities folder, which is in the 
Applications folder on your 
HD (or press &€-shift-U in the 
Finder In Mac OS X v10.3 and 
later). Choose “Change 
Settings for Keychain ‘login’” 
(login may be replaced with 
the currently logged in user’s 
shortname if you’ve upgraded 
from prior versions of Mac OS 
X) from the Edit menu. You 
can then tick the two “lock” 
boxes — one to lock your 
Keychain automatically after a 
period of inactivity, the other 
to lock it when your computer 
sleeps A. 

To manually lock it, it’s 
easiest to set Keychain 
Access to show the 

Keychain status 
in the menu bar 
— From 
Keychain 
Access choose 
Preferences 
from the 


Change Keychain Settings 


a 


*sean” Keychain Settings 

2! Lock after 5 Q minutes of Inactivity 
Lock when sleeping 

G Synchronize this keychain using .Mac 

.Mac... ^ Cancel ^ Save 


Keychain Access 
menu, then tick “Show 
Status in Menu Bar” 
and close the window 
— a little lock icon will 
appear in the menu 
bar in either the 
locked or unlocked state B 
and C. You can then choose 
“Lock Keychain ‘login’” (or 
“Lock Keychain 
‘shortname’”) and “Unlock 
Keychain ‘login’” to lock and 
unlock your Keychain. 

By default, your Keychain 
shares the same access 
password as your login 
password. If your login 
password Is compromised, 
so Is your Keychain 
password, and no amount of 
locking is going to prevent 
anyone who knows your 
password from gaining 
access to all of your 
Keychain items. You can 
prevent this by setting a 
different password for the 
Keychain - choose 
“Change Password for 
Keychain ‘login’” and 



enter a new password D. 
Clicking up the little key icon 
brings up the Password 
Assistant, which can make 
password suggestions, or 
can report on how strong a 
password your selected 
password is E. 

Then, when you login, you’ll 
be asked for your Keychain 
password when Mac OS 
needs first access to your 
Keychain, and if you’ve set the 
automatic lock options above, 
it will also ask after periods of 
inactivity and sleep. 

OOP 


Password Assistant 


Type: ( Manual 


ID 


Suggestion: ljust a test password! 
Length: . . . 

Quality: F 




Tips: 


Movie identity crisis 

NKaosoh 

Reader tip 

■ I had a weird problem in 
iTunes. Some MP3s (usually 
ones I’d created or edited 
myself) showed up in iTunes 
as movie files. Doing a “Get 
Info” in the Finder said they 
were MP3s, but “Get Info” in 
iTunes Identified them as 
QuickTime movies and 
wouldn’t let me change them. 
It’s mostly not a problem, since 
ITunes can still play the files, 
but it won’t share them with 


other computers and won’t 
sync them to an iPod. 

After a lot of digging, I found 
a fix: 

Install the command-line 
version of MPlayer (see “Hot 
links”). Then go to iTunes, 
control-click in the column 
headings and select “Kind” 
from the drop-down menu. 

This groups all the songs 
iTunes thinks are movies 
together. 

Control-click one of the songs 
and select “Show in Finder” to 
see the actual file, and make a 
copy of it on the Desktop. Then 
open up the Terminal and type: 
cd -/Desktop 


mplayer dumpaudio 
dumpfile Songname- 
new.mpS Songname.mp3 
(Obviously substituting the 
actual name of the song). 

This will dump the audio from 
the old file Into a new copy of 
it. Then delete the song from 
ITunes and drag the new 
one in. 

Carl Everd 
Adelaide, SA 


Thanks for that, Carl. I’ve had 
the same problem myself and 
not been able to figure it out. 
— M.JC.R 


Each month, Microsoft gives 
a free Notebook Optical 
Mouse valued at $70 to the 
Australian Macworld reader 
who submits the best tip. 
Sized for mobility and 
designed to be noticed, 
Microsoft Notebook Optical 
Mouse 3000 offers great 
comfort for either hand and 
is always good to go. E-mail 
your tip, together with your 
name, address and phone 
number, to matthew.powell 
@niche.com.au All reader 
tips published 
become the sole 
property of 
Niche Media. 
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www.buymac.Gom.au 



Don’t buy your Apples at a premium... 

we offer great deals on everything for your Mac,with 
delivery straight to your door - anywhere in Australia! 


WIN an Xbox Classic! 

Enter competion code “BANANA SPLIT” on 
checkout page when you purchase online for your chance to win. 
Hurry! Competion exclusive to Macworld readers and closes 31/12/06. 


Call 1800 BUY MAC (1800 289 622) 

PalaeoGraphics Level 1,285 Glenhuntly Rd. Elsternwick Vic 
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Read me. 


Reviews of the latest computer books. 



Holiday reading 

Digital Photography Before & After Makeovers, 

superbly illustrated in full colour, targets digital photographers who 
are keen to venture beyond the automatic settings on their cameras. 
If stuff like depth of field, shutter speed, aperture, colour 
space and RAW files is all that is scaring you off, then 
this book will ease you through the pain. Author Julie 
Adair King covers the main features you’ll find on most 
popular brands of digital camera. 

Each chapter contains a series of fully illustrated 
makeovers that walks you step-by-step through the 
process in diagnosing and fixing specific picture prob¬ 
lems. In the first chapter she’ll show you how to choose 
the right picture quality settings, looking particularly at 
resolution, file format, colour space, and ISO. 

The second chapter concentrates on exposure and 
lighting makeovers, even if your camera has no manual 
exposure settings. There are also some simple lighting 
techniques that can make a big difference to your 
portraits and still life photos. Chapter three focuses 
(pun intended) on how the pros manipulate focus to 
get those killer shots. 

Chapter four deals with colour saturation and colour 
temperature and how to remove those annoying colour 
casts. The fifth chapter looks at more tricks in Elements 
including cropping, blemish removal and straightening. 

The last chapter shows you some makeovers that 
incorporate multiple techniques to turn ugly ducklings 
into award winners. 

The highly pictorial, example-based approach allows 
her to demonstrate some quite technical detail without 
overwhelming her readers. Before & After Makeovers is 
highly recommended as a confidence booster for those 
looking to get a bit more pro into their photos. 


By Keith White 


Hot Links 


www.wiley.com/go/makeovers 

Sample images from the book 

www.applecoresolutions.com 

Buy The Complete Book Of Mac OS X Short Cuts 

www.takecontrolbooks.com 

All about the Take Control series 


The Complete Book Of Mac OS X Short 
Cuts — Desktop Reference Guide is a 

meticulously compiled 1.1MB ebook by Oz author 
Dean Pirera. Ideal for those who want all their Mac 
keyboard shortcuts in one place, its 150 pages with 
1500 short cuts will have you in mouse haters’ heaven. 

Your fingers will never need to leave the keyboard 
again. It’s not just about accruing nanoseconds of time 
saved. According to the author, using keyboard shortcuts can reduce 
the risk of repetitive strain injury [RSI] in your index finger as well as 
putting you into a better ergonomic position with both hands on the 
keyboard instead of tilting mousewards. Makes sense. 


Title Digital 

Photography 
Before & After 
Makeovers 

Author Julie Adair King 
Publisher Wiley 
ISBN 04717611168 
RRP $46.95 



Title 


Author 


Beginning with an explanation of the Apple keyboard symbols, Pirera 
takes you through the OS X shortcuts before launching into Mail and 
Safari. Then it’s a chapter at a time through the iLife suite, iWeb, 
iTunes, iPhoto, iMovie HD, iDVD and GarageBand. 
iWork comes next with separate chapters on Pages 
and Keynote before a tour through MS Land — Word, 
Excel, Entourage and PowerPoint. Individual chapters 
on Photoshop CS and CS 2 round out the software 
offerings before a final chapter on creating your own 
keyboard shortcuts. 

The easy to read layout places each shortcut in alter¬ 
nately lightly shaded and unshaded bars and there’s 
plenty of white space between sections and subsections. 

Although it’s highly unlikely that anybody would need 
all the shortcuts in the book, if you’re spending a fair bit 
of your time on even a handful of the programs 
covered, youll soon recoup your outlay in time saved. 


The Complete 
Book Of Mac OS 
X Short Cuts — 
Desktop 

Reference Guide 
Dean Pirera 


Publisher Focal Press 


ISBN 

RRP 


0-646-46351-9 
$US25 _ 


The Complete Book of 

Mac OS X Shortcuts 
O^ktopMfettoctGuW* 


Title 


Author 


Take Control of 
Getting Started 
with 

Dreamweaver 
Arnie Keller 
Publisher TidBits 

Electronic 

Publishing 

ISBN 1-933671-18-1 
RRP SUSIO 


/ybk - 


vvith Dreamweaver 



Take Control of Getting Started with 
DreamWeaver is one of the latest offerings in the 
Take Control suite of ebooks published by TidBits. Those 
of you new to this series will be impressed with the use 
of the interactive properties of PDF files. The text 
abounds with blue hyperlinks and if you’re connected to 
the internet, double-clicking some of the graphics in this 
title will present you with short video tutorials. Very clever. 

This version covers DreamWeaver 8 and also 
DreamWeaver MX 2004, and has been deliberately 
written as a short guide to DreamWeaver’s essentials. 
You’ll set up a simple and attractive information portal 
rather than a powerful business site. So, after a quick 
introduction to the DreamWeaver interface, aided by 
the aforementioned video tutorials you’ll lay out three 
simple pages. Founded on basic text, graphics and 
links, your site will grow more robust and attractive with 
cascading style sheets and layers. Then you’ll learn 
the value of using templates to extend your site further 
and make global changes quickly and easily. Simple 
navigation comes next and then you’re ready to put 
your site on the web. 

And that’s it — from go to whoa in just over 80 
pages. At $US10 you won’t find a cheaper or more effi¬ 
cient way to get into DreamWeaver. ^ 

Keith has been a Mac addict since 1984 and still can’t fathom 
why there is anyone who isn’t. 
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eSMTUKf eO/OVD ^ 
SLECTROMIC STOKACe 

Intelligent CD Storage Solution, providing 100 disc 
capacity per unit. Stacking multiple units allows you to 
manage up tol27,000 CD:s from the USB interface. 

A ^#1 The safest and most convenient way 
\ W\M to store and retrieve your important 
m 9 0 data and entertainment Cds^ 


XOmSiOHAL 

^nSOHALWOlOlAB 

View, adjust and 
print lab quality 
4x6” photos 


2 rict> 

CHIMEI 22” Widescreen LCD Monitor, 
1680x1050 WSXGA resolution, 5ms 
response time, 800:1 contrast ratio, 

DVI & D-Sub inputs, Silver/Black 

19” LCD wide monitor. W95 

20” LCD wide monitor. $495 


EXTERNAL 
HARD DRIVE 


xternal Aluminium unit, USBIl 
lac/Windows Compatible 

200GB....$195 
300GB....$235 
400GB....$375 
500GB....$535 


- J 



GftAmCS TABLETS 





Wacom Graphire 3 4X5.$69 

Wacom Graphire 4 4x5.$129 

Wacom Graphire 4 6x8.$235 

Wacom Intuos 3 8x6.$385* 

Wacom intuos 3 12x12.$595 

Genius Tablet 6X4.$65 

Aiptech Tablet 6x5.$55 ^ 



www.amtelectronics.net.au 

Three Huge Showrooms 

Ringwood 

263 Maroondah Hwy, 9870 2033 
Melbourne 
389 Elizabeth Street, 9663 9111 
Mt Waverley 

129/45 Gilby Road, 9558 6722 
Mail Order Hotline 24x7 Australia wide 

1300 725 944 

Selected Mac Special Software 


Adobe Acrobat 7.0 Std Retail/Edu.$450/$139 

Adobe Acrobat 7.0 Pro Retail/Edu.$650/$209 

Adobe Dreamweaver 8.0 Retail/Edu.$565.00/$285 

Adobe Studio Pro 8.0 Retail/Edu.$1425/$425 

Adobe Creative Suite Standard CS 2 Retail.$1425 

Adobe Creative Suite Prem CS 2 Retail/Edu.... $1895/$525 

Adobe Photoshop Elements 4.0 Retail/Edu.$155/$95 

Adobe Web Bundle Retail/Edu.$2785/$820 

Adobe Web Bundle Upgrade.$1380 

Competitive Pricing on Full Range of Adobe Products! 

QuarkXPress 7.0 Retail/Edu.$1675/$249 

QuarkXPress 7.0 Upgrade.$580 

Filemaker Pro 8.5 Retail/Upgrade.$455/$225 

Fllemaker Pro 8.5 Upgrade.$265 

Filemaker Pro 8.5 Advance Retail/Edu.$845/$425 

Filemaker Pro 8.5 Upgrade.$485 

Microsoft Qffice Std 2004 Retail/Upgrade.$575/$345 

Microsoft Qffice Pro 2004 Retail/Upgrade.$754/$485 

Microsoft Qffice Student Teacher 2004.$215 

Microsoft Virtual PC Mac 7.0 Retail/Upgrade.$269/$185 

Microsoft Virtual PC Mac 7.0 XP Pro..$459 

Microsoft Virtual PC Mac 7.0 XP Home.$395 





PC WORLD 


■■■■■■■■■■■■■■illllllllil 11 I I Ilillllill 

Save everything 
Share everything 


NETDISK 


Introducing a revolutionary 
to store music, movies, pictures and 
data at home or in your business 



200GB....$250 
320GB....$295 
400GB....$395 I 
500GB....$49^' 
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Subscribe to... 




Get the iPoDonut that protects your iPod’s touch wheel from scratches 
and use its Glow In The Dark feature to find your iPod easily at night 
whether it is in your car or at the bottom of a large bag. And hey, it comes 
with a bonus Screen Protector that will help to keep your iPod Nano or 
Video safe all day or night. 

Or choose the Tune Transfer and unlock the potential of your iPod. 
Stuck? Not able to move songs from your iPod to your authorised 
computer? Tune Transfer will do that and more. Perform backups of your 
favourite tracks or create several song libraries. 


AVAILABLE: In two versions, the iPod Nano or Video. 

IMPORTANT: Be sure to include your iPod’s specifications for delivery. 
SUBSCRIBE NOW: (Prices - 1 YEAR $79 / 2 YEARS $129) 

CHOOSE ONE OF THESE OPTIONS: 

ONLINE: www.desktopmag.com.auorwww.niche.com.au/subscriptions 
EMAIL: subscriptions@niche.com.au 
PHONE: FREECALL 1800 804 160 
FAX: FREEFAX 1800 802 326 

MAIL: Complete your details on the reply-paid subscriptions card in this 
issue and send it in. 


Annual cover price is $88 (inc GST). Overseas subscription rate is $120.00 AUD. I understand my subscription will start with the next available issue and will be mailed only once payment has been received. Privacy “ 
Your name and address details are retained by the subscriptions department at Niche Media and are used to fulfil your subscription and premium, send your renewal notices and possible information on other Niche 
Media publications. *Your free gift will be shipped once payment has been received. iPoDonut - System Requirements: Available in Nano and Video Ipods. Or Tune Transfer - System Requirements: PC Minimium 
Requirements: Windows 2000/XP: Pentium 500 MHz; 128 MB RAM; 100 MB Free HD Space: CD Rom Drive working USB 2.0 or Firewire: connection to iPod. Macintosh Minimum requirements: System OS X (10.1.5) 
or higher: G3 400 MHz processor: 128MB RAM: 100MB Free HD Space: CD - ROM Drive: Working USB 2.0 or FireWire and connection to iPod. 


Subscribe now to Desktop for one 

\/oar nirl/ frr^m olfhor r\f 
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Ratiaraitear 

Outstanding 
Very good 
Good 


AMW \ab: 
Bluetooth goodies 


Flawed 

Unacceptable 

Dangerous 


Santa's teeth are blue 


A MW lab has spent the whole year helping you decide 
which members of the essential supporting cast work best 
with your Macintosh. We’ve helped you choose the best 
wireless routers, projectors, all-in-one inkjets, terabyte hard drives, 
speakers and photo printers. Now the silly season is approaching 
and perhaps it’s time to choose some non-essential items to make 
your digital experience more enjoyable. Better yet, perhaps it’s time 
to leave this issue lying around for others to see the items you’ve 
highlighted with a bright fluorescent marker-pen. 

The world of Bluetooth offers perhaps the largest range of not- 
necessarily-essential-but-nice-anyway peripherals and anyone 
with a relatively recent Macintosh already has Bluetooth built in, 
waiting for you take advantage of its untethered promise. Those 
with older non-Bluetooth equipped Macs needn’t feel left out, 
because Apple sells a $79 D-Link USB dongle that brings your 
old banger into the 21st centuiy. And that price includes delivery 
from the online Apple store. 


Th© basics, wireless mice and keyboards have been popular 
long before their teeth went blue, but the latest offerings take 
advantage of Bluetooth connectivity to avoid finding somewhere 
to park that extra wireless adapter box. If you’re a laptop user, 
wireless widgets make it even easier to hit the road without 
needing a separate suitcase just for your technology add-ons. 

Lots of third-party manufacturers offer Bluetooth versions of their 
wireless rodents and RSI-boards but now you can get Apple- 
branded kit. 

Apple’s popular Mighty Mouse is now available without a tail 
for $109 including delivery, and the familiar tried-and-true 
Apple keyboard is only $99, including delivery, for the ^ 

Bluetooth version. There is a minor downside with a 
Bluetooth keyboard, in that you’ll need an ordinary USB- 
keyboard to set up your new toy. Once set up, don’t throw 
away that USB keyboard in case you lose your Bluetooth 
connection for some reason, such as a system crash - or flat 
keyboard batteries. Ditto with the Bluetooth mouse - you’ll need 
a mouse with a tail to get started. I 
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We evaluate, 
rigorously test 
and give detailed 
assessments of 
new-release 
software and 
hardware. 



Apple Wireless Mighty Mouse 

Apple Wireless Keyboard 

Wacom Graphire3 Bluetooth 

■ Type 

Mouse 

Keyboard 

Graphics tablet 

■ Rating 




■ Pros 

Reduces cable clutter 

Reduces cable clutter 

Draw freehand with no wires 

■ Cons 

Need USB mouse or keyboard for setup 

Need USB keyboard for setup 

Pricey 

■ SRP 

$109 

$99 

$449 

■ Distributor 

Apple 133 622 

Apple 133 622 

Wacom Australia 02 9422 6700 

■ Reviewer 

Ian Yates 



■ Hot links 

www.apple.com.au 

www.apple.com.au 

www.wacom.com.au 
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